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On the 19th of May, after a calm, with a very thick fog which had continued a fortnight, the wind 

settled at north-west, and blew very fresh; the sky remained whitish and dull, but the horizon extended 

several leagues. The sea, which had till then been so smooth, became extremely rough. At this time I 

was at anchor in twenty-five fathoms. I made the signal for getting under way, and without losing an 

instant shaped my course north-east by east towards the Island of Quelpaert, which is the first 

remarkable object before entering into the channel of Japan. This island, which is only known to 

Europeans by the wreck of the Dutch ship Sparrow-hawk, in 1635, was at that time under the 

dominion of the king of Corea. We made it on the 21st of May, in the finest possible weather, and in 

circumstances the most favourable for taking lunar observations. We determined the south [352] point 

to be in 33º 14' north latitude, and 124º 15' east longitude. I ran along the whole south-east side, at six 

miles distance, and for a space of twelve leagues took the most exact bearings, from which M. 

Bernizet has constructed a draught. It is scarcely possible to find an island which affords a finer aspect; 

a peak of about a thousand toises, which is visible at the distance of eighteen or twenty leagues, 

occupies the middle of the island, of which it is doubtless the reservoir; the land gradually slopes 

towards the sea, whence the habitations appear as an amphitheatre. The soil appeared to us to be 

cultivated to a very great height. By the assistance of our glasses we could perceive the division of 

fields; they are very much parcelled out, which is the strongest proof of a great population. The very 

varied gradation of colours, from the different states of cultivation, rendered the view of this island 

still more agreeable. Unfortunately, it belongs to a people who are prohibited from all communication 

with strangers, and who detain in slavery those who have the misfortune to be shipwrecked on these 

coasts. Some of the Dutchmen of the ship Sparrow-hawk, after a captivity of eighteen years there, 

during which they received many bastinadoes, found means to take away a bark, and to cross to Japan, 

from which they arrived at Batavia, and afterwards at Amsterdam. This history, the narrative of which 

is now before us, was not calculated to induce us to send a boat on shore; we had seen two canoes put 

off from it, but they never came within a league of us, and in all probability their only object was to 

watch us, and perhaps give the alarm on the coast of Corea. I continued my course north-east by east 

till midnight, and I lay to in order to wait for day, which was dull, but without a thick fog. I saw the 

north-east point of Quelpaert Island to the westward, and I fixed my course north-north-east, for the 

purpose of approaching Corea. We kept sounding every hour, and found from sixty to seventy fathoms. 

At day-break we made different islands or rocks, which form a chain of more than fifteen leagues 

distant from the continent of Corea; their bearing is nearly north-east and south-west, and our 

observations place the most northern of them in 35º 15' north latitude, and 127º 7' east longitude. The 

continent was concealed from us by a thick fog, though it is not more than five or six leagues distant. 

The next day, about eleven o'clock, we got sight of it; it appeared behind the islets or rocks with which 

it was still bordered. At two leagues to the south of these islets we had from thirty to thirty-five 

fathoms, and a muddy bottom; the sky was also always whitish and dull, but the sun pierced through 

the fog, and enabled us to take excellent observations of latitude and longitude, which was very 

important to the interests of geography, not any European ship having ever been known to run through 

these seas, which have been traced upon our maps of the world from Japanese or Corean charts, 

published by the Jesuits. These missionaries have in fact corrected them by courses adjusted with 

great care on the land, and subjected to very good observations made at Pekin, so that the errors have 

been very inconsiderable; and it must be confessed, that they have rendered most essential services to 

the geography of this part of Asia, which they alone have made known to us, and of which they have 

given charts which come very near the truth. Navigators have only to regret, in this respect, the want 

of hydrographic details, which could not possibly be traced on them, as the Jesuits travelled by land.  

On the 25th in the night we parted the Strait of Corea. We had after sun-down set the coast of 

Japan, which extends from east by north to east-south-east, and that of Corea from north-west to north. 

http://archive.org/stream/voyageroundworld21lapr#page/350/mode/2up


2 
 

The sea appeared very open to the north-east, and a very great swell coming from that quarter, 

completely confirmed this opinion; the night was very clear, and the wind rather fresh from the south-

west. We ran before the wind under very easy fail, not making more than two knots an hour, for the 

purpose of ascertaining at day-break the accuracy of the bearings we had taken in the evening, an 

exact chart of the strait. Our bearings, subjected to the observations of M. Dagelet, leave nothing to be 

wished for as to the precision of the plan which we took of it. We sounded every half hour, and as the 

coast of Corea appeared to me more interesting to follow than that of Japan, I approached within two 

leagues of it, and shaped a course parallel to its direction.  

The channel, which separates the coast of the continent from that of Japan, may be about 

fifteen leagues wide; but as far as ten leagues it is narrowed by rocks, which, from Quelpaert Island, 

continually bordered the southern coast of Corea, and which did not end till we had doubled the 

south-east point of this peninsula, so that we were able to follow the continent very near, to see the 

houses and towns which lie on the sea shore, and to reconnoitre the entrance of the bays. We saw on 

the tops of the mountains some fortifications, exactly resembling those of European forts, and it is 

very probable, that the greatest objects of defence, on the part of the Coreans, are directed against the 

Japanese. This part of the coast is very safe to fail along at three leagues from the shore, for there is no 

perceptible danger, and there are sixty fathoms with a muddy bottom, but the country is mountainous, 

and seems to be much parched; the snow, in certain ravines, was not entirely melted, and the earth 

seemed but little capable of cultivation. The habitations are, how-ever, [356], very numerous; we 

counted a dozen of shampans or junks sailing along the coast; these vessels did not appear to differ in 

any respect from those of China; like these their sails were made of mats. The sight of our ships did 

not appear to cause much fear in them; indeed they were very near the shore, and would have had 

time to reach it before they could be overtaken, had our movements inspired them with any distrust. I 

would have been glad if they had had courage enough to speak to us; but they continued their course 

without troubling themselves about us, and the sight of our vessels, though very new, did not excite 

their attention. At eleven o'clock, however, I saw two boats set fail for the purpose of reconnoitring us, 

approach within a league of us, follow us for two hours, and afterwards return into the harbour from 

which they came out in the morning; hence it is probable that we had raised an alarm upon the coast 

of Corea, as in the afternoon fires were seen lighted on all their promontories. 

This day, the 26th, was one of the finest in our whole voyage, as well as most interesting, 

from the bearings we had taken of an extent of coast of more than thirty leagues. Notwithstanding this 

fine weather, the barometer fell to twenty-seven inches ten lines; but as it had several times given us 

false indications, we continued our course along the coast, which we distinguished by the light of [357] 

the moon till midnight; the wind then chopped about from south to north with considerable violence, 

without any cloud's announcing this sudden shift; the sky was clear and serene, but it became very 

black, and I was obliged to stand off shore, to prevent my being embayed by the easterly winds. 

Though the clouds had not given us notice of this change, we had nevertheless had a warning which 

we did not understand, and which it is not, perhaps, easy to explain : the men looking out at the mast-

head called down to us, that they felt burning vapours similar to those of the mouth of an oven, which 

passed like puffs of wind, and succeeded each other every half minute. All the officers went to the 

mast head, and experienced the same heats. The temperature was at this time 14 upon deck; we sent 

up a thermometer to the topmast cross-trees, and it rose to 20; nevertheless the puffs of heat passed 

away very rapidly, and at intervals the temperature of the air did not differ from that of the level of the 

sea. During this night we met with a gale of wind from the north, which continued only seven or eight 

hours, but the sea was very high. As the channel between Corea and Japan must be very broad in this 

latitude, we had nothing to fear from bad weather. The next day I approached within three leagues of 

the continent; it was not foggy, and we recollected the points we had seen [358] the evening before. In 

spite of the violence of the wind we had gained a little to the northward, and the coast began to trend 

to the north-north-west; thus we had sailed beyond the most eastern part, and explored the most 

interesting coast of Corea. I then thought it necessary to shape my course for the south-west point of 

Niphon Island, the north-east point of which, or Cape Nabo, Captain King had made the subject of 

precise observations. These two ascertained points will at length terminate the doubts of geographers, 

who will no longer have to exercise their imaginations on the form of these coasts. I made the signal 

on the 27th to bear up and steer east. I soon perceived in the north-north-east an island, which is not 

laid down upon any chart, and which seemed to be about twenty leagues distant from the coast of 
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Corea : I endeavoured to get near to it, but it was exactly in the wind's eye, which fortunately 

changing during the night, I at break of day shaped my course so as to survey this island, which I 

named Isle Dagelet, from the name of that astronomer, who was the first that discovered it. It is little 

more than three leagues in circumference; I ran along it, and almost made its circuit at the distance of 

a mile without finding bottom; I then determined to hoist out a boat, under the command of M. Boutin, 

with orders to sound as far as the shore. He found bottom in twenty [359] fathoms, but not till near the 

edge of the surf, which broke upon the coast at about a hundred toises from the island, the north-east 

point of which lies in 37º 25' north latitude, and 129 of east longitude. It is very steep, but covered 

with the finest trees from the sea-shore to the summit. A rampart of bare rock, almoft as steep as a 

wall, encircles the whole outline of it, with the exception of seven little sandy creeks, where it is 

possible to land. It was in these creeks that we saw upon the stocks some boats of a construction 

altogether Chinese. The sight of our ships, which passed within gun-shot, certainly frightened the 

workmen, and they fled into the wood, from which their dock-yard was not farther distant than fifty 

paces. Beside these, we saw a few huts, but without any villages or cultivation. From this, it appears 

probable, that the Corean carpenters,who are not at a greater distance from Dagelet Island than twenty 

leagues, come hither during the summer with provision, for the purpose of building boats there, which 

they sell upon the continent. This opinion is almost reduced to a certainty, for after we had doubled its 

westernmost point, the workmen of another dock yard, who could not before see our ships, which 

were hidden from their view by this point, were surprised by us near to their pieces of timber, working 

at their boats, and we saw them flee away into the forests, with the [360] exception of two or three, 

who did not seem to be in the least afraid of us. I could have wished to find an anchorage, for the 

purpose of persuading these people by good offices that we were not their enemies, but the strong 

currents drove us from the land. Night approached and being afraid we would be carried to leeward, 

and that the boat I had dispatched under the command of M. Boutin, might not be able to rejoin us, I 

was obliged to order him by a signal to return on board, just at the moment he was going to land upon 

the beach. I hauled towards the Astrolabe, who was much more to the westward, having been drifted 

by the currents, and we passed the night in a calm, occasioned by the height of the mountains of 

Dagelet Island, which intercepted the sea breeze.  

 

 

 

CHAPTER XVII.  

 

Route towards the North-West Part of Japan — View of Cape Noto, and of the Island Jootsi-Jima— 

Details respecting this Island — Latitude and Longitude of this Part of Japan— Meet with several 

Japanese and Chinese Vessels — We return towards the Coaft of Tartary, which we make in 42 De- 

grees of North Latitude — Stay at Baie de Ternai [361] — Its Productions — Details relative to this 

Country — We sail from it, after a Stay of only three Days — Anchor in Baie de Suffren.  

 

(MAY — JULV, I787.)  

 

On the 30th of May, 1787, the winds having fixed at south-south-east, I shaped my course east 

towards Japan, but it was only by very short days runs that I neared the coast. The winds were 

continually contrary,, and time was so precious to us, that had it not been for the very great 

importance which I thought due to the determining the situation of at least a point or two of the west 

coast of Niphon Island, I would have abandoned this survey, and run before the wind for the coast of 

Tartary. On the 2d of June, in 37º 38' north latitude, and 132º 10' east longitude, according to our time-

keepers, we discovered two Japanese vessels, one of which passed within hail of us. It had a crew of 

twenty men, all clad in blue cassocks, made like those of our priests. This vessel, which was about a 

hundred tons burthen, had a single high mast stepped in the middle, and which appeared to be only a 

parcel of small masts united by copper hoops and wooldings. The sail of it was linen, the breadths of 

which were not sewed, but laced lengthwise. This sail appeared to me very large, and two jibs, with a 

spritsail, composed the remainder of her suit. A [362] small gallery of three feet in breadth projected 

from both sides of this vessel, and extended along her gunwale from the stern to about two thirds of 

her length. She had beams upon her stern, which projected, and were painted green. The boat placed 
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athwart her bows exceeded the breadth of the vessel by seven or eight feet, which had, in other 

respects, a common sheer, a flat poop with two small windows, very little carved work, and did not 

resemble the Chinese junks in anything but the manner of fastening the rudder with cords. Her side 

gallery was only raised two or three feet above her water line, and the extremities of the boat must 

touch the water in rolling. Every thing made me think, that these vessels were not destined to go any 

distance from the coasts, and they could not be safe in a high sea during a squall of wind; it is 

probable the Japanese have vessels for the winter better calculated to brave the bad weather. We 

passed so near to this vessel, that we observed even the countenances of individuals; they were 

expressive of no fear, not even astonishment, they changed their course only within pistol shot of the 

Astrolabe, fearing, perhaps to fall aboard of her. They had a small Japanese white flag, on which were 

words written vertically. The name of the vessel was on a kind of drum placed at the side of the ensign 

staff. The Astrolabe hailed her as she passed, but we comprehended [363] no more of their answer 

than they did of our question, and she continued her course to the southward, very eager, no doubt to 

go and give intelligence of two foreign vessels having been met with in seas, where no European 

navigator had ever before been seen. On the 4th in the morning, in 133° 17' east longitude, and 37º 13' 

north latitude, we thought we saw land, but the weather was extremely foggy, and our horizon had 

very soon no further extent than a quarter of a league at most; it blew very fresh at south; the 

barometer had fallen six lines in twelve hours. Hoping that the sky might clear, I was at first desirous 

to bring to, but in the afternoon the wind freshened still more : the mizen topsail was blown away, we 

handed the topsails, and lay to under the foresail. At different times of the day we saw seven Chinese 

vessels, masted like that which I have described, but without the side gallery, and, though smaller, of a 

construction better calculated to encounter bad weather; they resembled that which Captain King 

perceived during Cook's third voyage, having the same three black bands in the concave part of their 

sail, all equally about thirty or forty tons burthen, with a crew of eight men. During the violence of the 

wind we saw one of them under bare poles; her mast, like those of our chasse marées, was only 

supported by two shrowds and a stay, which was carried to the stem; [364] for these vessels have no 

bowsprit, but only a small spar eight or ten feet high, placed vertically, on which the Chinese carry a 

small foresail like that of a boat. All these junks ran close to the wind with their larboard tacks on 

board, and their head to the west-south-west, and it is probable they were not far distant from the land, 

since these vessels never sail but along the coasts. The morning of the next day was extremely foggy. 

We again perceived two Japanese vessels, and it was only on the 6th that we made Cape Noto, and the 

island of Jootsi-sima, [* All the geographers to the present time have given the name of Jootsi-sima, to 

an Island which is north-east of Cape Noto. La Perouse in this place gives the same name to another 

island, which he discovered five leagues to the north-west of this cape, and which is marked upon all 

the charts without a name. Can this naming of la Perouse proceed from an error? I do not know: but I 

thought it necessary to avoid, by this observation, the doubt which may arise from two islands of the 

same name so very near the same cape — (Fr. Ed.)] which is separated from it by a channel about five 

leagues in width. The weather was clear, and the horizon very extensive; though we were six leagues 

from the land, we could distinguish the particular objects on it, the trees, the rivers, and the hollows. 

Some islets or rocks, along which we coasted at two leagues distance, and which were connected 

together by chains of rocks, even with the water's edge, [365] prevented us from approaching nearer 

the coast. At this distance we had soundings in sixty fathoms, a bottom of rock and coral. We saw, at 

two o'clock, the island of Jootsi-sima in the north-east. I shaped my course so as to run along the west 

part of it, and we were soon obliged to hawl our wind, in order to weather the breakers, that are very 

dangerous in the fog, which, at this season, almost always conceals the northern coasts of Japan. At a 

league and a half from these breakers we had contantly sixty fathoms rocky bottom, and it would have 

been unadvisable to come to an anchor there, except in a case of most urgent necessity. This island is 

small and flat, but very well wooded, and of an agreeable aspect. I think that its circumference does 

not exceed two leagues; it seemed to us to be very well inhabited. We remarked some considerable 

edifices between the houses; and hard by a sort of castle, which was at the south-west point, we 

distinguished some gibbets, or at least posts, with a large beam placed athwart the top; perhaps these 

posts may be destined to other purposes; but it would be singular enough if the Japanese, whose 

customs are so different from ours, were in this point to resemble us so nearly. We had scarcely 

doubled the island of Jootsi-sima before we were suddenly inveloped in a very thick fog; we had 

fortunately enjoyed time enough to take excellent bearings [366] of the coasts of Japan to the south of 
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Cape Noto, as far as a Cape beyond which there is nothing to be seen.  

Our observations of latitude and longitude were exceedingly satisfactory. Since our departure 

from Manilla, our time-keeper had gone very well: thus, Cape Noto, upon the coast of Japan, is a 

point upon which the geographers may be perfectly satisfied; it will give, together with Cape Nabo 

upon the eastern coast, fixed by captain King, the breadth of this empire in its north part. A still 

greater service will be rendered to geography by our determinations, for they will establish the 

breadth of the Tartarian Sea, towards which I determined to direct my course. The coast of Japan, 

which runs away sixty leagues east from Cape Noto, and the continual fogs which envelope these 

islands, would perhaps have required the remainder of the season, in order to coast along, and take 

bearings of the island of Niphon, as far as Cape Sangaar; we had a far more extensive field of 

discoveries to explore upon the coast of Tartary, and in the Strait of Tessoy. I then thought it necessary 

not to lose an instant, in order to arrive there speedily. I had besides had no other object in my 

inquiries on the coast of Japan, but to assign to the Tartarian Sea its true limits from north to south. 

Our observations place Cape Noto in 37º 36' north latitude and 135° 34’ east [367] longitude; Jootsi-

sima Ifland, in latitude 37º 51' and longitude 135º 20'; an islet or rock, which is to the west of Cape 

Noto, in latitude 37° 36', and longitude 135º 14’, and the most southerly point of Niphon Island, of 

which we were within sight, in latitude 37º 18', and longitude 135º 5'. These short observations, which 

will appear perhaps very dry to the greater number of our readers, cost us ten days of very laborious 

navigation in the midst of fogs; we believe, that geographers will find this time well employed, and 

they will only regret, that the extensive plan of our voyage has not permitted us to reconnoitre and 

determine upon that coast, and more particularly on the south-east part of it, a greater number of 

points, from the situation of which it might have been possible to lay down the true form of the strait 

which separates that empire from Corea. We surveyed the coast of this peninsula with the greatest 

precision, as far as the point where it ceases to run to the north-east, and where it takes a direction 

towards the west, which obliged us to get into 37º north. Continual and obstinate south winds opposed 

the design I had formed to see and fix the most southerly and westerly points of Niphon Island; these 

same south winds followed us till within sight of the coast of Tartary, which we made on the 11th of 

June. The weather was very clear the next day, the barometer [368] fell to 27 inches 7 lines, and there 

remained Stationary, and while the barometer continued at this point, we enjoyed two of the finest 

days in this voyage. This instrument had, since our departure from Manilla, so often given us just 

prognostications of the weather, that we owed it some indulgence for its variations; but there is this 

result to be drawn from it, that the disposition of the atmosphere may be such as, without producing 

either rain or wind, to effect a great variation in the barometer; that of the Astrolabe was at the same 

degree as ours, and I am of opinion, that a long series of observations is still necessary to obtain a 

perfect knowledge of the language of this instrument, which may be in general a great utility to the 

security of navigation. That of Nairne, with its ingenious mode of suspension, has advantages far 

superior to any other. The point of the coast we made is exactly that which separates Corea from 

Mantchou Tartary; it is a very high land, which we perceived on the 11th at twenty leagues distance; it 

extended from north-north-west to north-east by north, and appeared to be of several different levels. 

The mountains, without being so lofty as those of the American coast, are at least six or seven 

hundred toises in height. We did not get ground till within four leagues of the land, and then had one 

hundred and eighty fathoms muddy sand; and at a league from the shore there were still eighty-four 

fathoms. [369] I approached within this distance of the coast: it was very steep, but covered with trees 

and verdure. On the summit of the highest mountains snow was to be seen, but in a very small 

quantity; besides, there was no appearance of any trace of culture or habitation, and we thought, that 

the Mantchou Tartars, who are wandering shepherds, prefer to these mountains plains and valleys, 

where their flocks find a more abundant nourishment. In this extent of coast, of more than forty 

leagues, we did not dicover any river. I was however very desirous of touching there, in order that our 

botanists and mineralogists might observe this land and its productions; but this coast was 

perpendicular, and as there were eighty four fathoms water at a league's distance, it might probably be 

necessary to approach within two or three cables length of the shore, to have twenty fathoms water, 

and thus we should have been unable to get under way with the sea breeze. I flattered myself I should 

find a more convenient place, and I continued my course, with the finest weather and the clearest sky 

we had enjoyed since our departure from Europe. On the 12th, 13th, and 14th we were equally 

successful in making our observations, while we coasted along at the distance of three short leagues 
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from the shore; at six o'clock in the evening of the latter day, we were becalmed, and enveloped in a 

fog; a light breeze from the south- [370] east scarcely permitting us to steer. As far as we had hitherto 

proceeded, the direction of the coast was north-east by north; we were already in 44º of latitude, 

which is laid down by geographers as that of the pretended strait of Tessoy; but we found ourselves 5º 

more to the west than the longitude given to that strait; these 5º ought to be cut off from Tartary, and 

added to the channel which separates the islands situate to the north of Japan.  

The days on the 15th and 16th were very foggy; we were but a small distance from the coast 

of Tartary, and could see it in the clears; but this last day will be remarkable on our journal, by one of 

the most complete illusions, which I have ever witnessed since I became a seaman.  

At four o'clock in the afternoon the thickest fog was succeeded by the finest sky; we 

discovered the continent, which extended from west by south to north by east, and a little afterwards, 

in the south, an extensive land, which seemed to join Tartary on the west, not leaving between it and 

the continent an opening of 15º. We distinguished mountains, ravines, and at length every particular 

object on shore, without being able to conceive which way we had entered into this strait, which could 

be no other than that of Tessoy, the research of which we had given up. In this situation, I thought it 

necessary to haul the wind, and steer to the south-south-east; but these mountains and ravines very 

[371] soon disappeared. The most extraordinary fog bank I had ever seen had occasioned our error; 

we saw it dissipated; its forms, its lines were carried away and lost in the region of clouds, and we had 

still day enough left to take off from our minds every degree of uncertainty, as to the non-existence of 

this fantastical land. I stood on during the whole night over the space of sea which it had appeared to 

occupy, and at day-break there was nothing before our eyes; the horizon was nevertheless so extensive, 

that we perfectly distinguished the coast of Tartary, at the distance of about fifteen leagues. I shaped 

my course towards it, but at eight o'clock in the morning we were surrounded by the fog; we had 

fortunately had time to take good bearings, and to reconnoitre all the points we had set the preceding 

evening; thus there is not any hiatus in our chart of Tartary, from our land-fall in the 42nd degree, as 

far as the strait of Segalien.  

On the 17th, 18th, and 19th the fog was still very thick; we made no way, but continued 

standing off and on, in order, on the first clear, to find again the mountains already perceived and 

placed upon our chart. On the 19th, in the evening, the fog disperfed; we were only three leagues from 

the land; we surveyed an extent of coast of more than twenty leagues from west-south-west to north- 

north-east; the whole of its form was perfectly [372] well defined, a clear sky permitting us to 

distinguish all the tints of it, but in no part did we see the appearance of a bay, and at four leagues 

from the land no bottom was found with a line of two hundred fathoms. The fog soon compelled me 

to gain a greater offing, and we did not see the coast again till the next day at noon; we were very near 

it, and had never been in a situation to take better bearings; our latitude was 44º 45' north, and we set a 

point bearing north-east by north, that was at least fifteen leagues from us. I ordered the Astrolabe to 

go ahead and look out for an anchorage. M. de Langle hoisted out his boat, and sent M. de Monti, his 

first lieutenant, to sound a bay which we perceived before us, and which appeared to afford a shelter. 

At two leagues from the land we found a hundred and forty fathoms, and two leagues farther in the 

offing, we had had two hundred fathoms; the water appeared gradually to shoal, and it was probable 

that at a quarter of a league from the shore we would find forty or fifty fathoms, which is very 

considerable, but a ship frequently anchors in a similar depth. We continued our course towards the 

land; a very thick fog bank soon arose on it, which a light breeze from the north carried over us. 

Before M. de Monti had reached the bay, which he had orders to sound, M. de Langle was obliged to 

make him a signal to come on board again, and he rejoined the frigate at the moment [373] when we 

were enveloped in the thickest fog, and obliged to stand off again from the shore. At sunset there was 

once more a clear of a few minutes. The next day, towards eight o'clock, having only run three leagues 

east by north during twenty-four hours, we could set no other points but those already laid down upon 

our chart; we saw the flat top of a mountain, which I called, from its shape, Table Mountain, in order 

that it might be recognised by navigators. During the whole time we had run along this land, we had 

never seen any signs of inhabitants; not a single canoe had put off from the coast, and this country, 

though covered with the finest trees, which indicate a fertile soil, seems to be despised by the Tartars 

and Japanese; these people might form considerable colonies there, but, on the contrary, the policy of 

the last is to prevent all emigration, and all communication with foreigners; under which 

denomination they comprise the Chinese as well as the Europeans.  



7 
 

On the 21st and 22d the fog was very thick, but we kept the land so close aboard, that we 

saw it whenever the smallest clear came on, which happened almost every day at sun-fet. The cold 

began to increase when we reached the 45th degree: at a league from the land we found fifty-seven 

fathoms, muddy bottom.  

On the 23d the wind became settled at north- [374] east; I determined to stand in for a bay 

which I saw to the west-north-west, and where there was a probability of our finding a good 

anchorage. At six o'clock in the evening we dropped anchor there, in twenty-four fathoms, sandy 

bottom, and half a league from the shore. I named it Baie de Ternai; it is situate in 45º 13' north 

latitude, and 135º 9’ east longitude. Although it is open to the easterly winds, I have reason to think, 

that they never blow in upon the coast there, and that they follow the direction of the land; the bottom 

is sandy, and diminishes gradually to six fathoms within a cable's length of the shore. The tide in this 

place rises five feet; it is high water at 8h 15m at full and change, but the flux and reflux do not alter 

the direction of the current at half a league from the shore, that which we experienced at the 

anchorage never varied but from south-west to south-east, and its greatest rapidity was a mile an hour.  

During seventy-five days since our sailing from Manilla, we had, in fact, run along the coasts 

of Quelpaert Island, Corea, and Japan, but these countries, which are inhabited by people who are 

inhospitable to strangers, did not allow us to think of putting in there; on the other hand, we knew that 

the Tartars were hospitable, and our force was also sufficient to overawe any small tribes which we 

might meet on the sea-shore. We burned with impatience to go and reconnoitre [275] this land, which 

had exercised our imagination since the time of our departure from France; this was the only part of 

the globe which had escaped the indefatigable activity of captain Cook, and we are indebted, perhaps, 

to the melancholy event which terminated his days, for the trifling advantage of being the first who 

landed there. It had been proved to us, that the Kastrikum had never sailed along the Tartarian coast, 

and we flattered ourselves, that, in the course of this voyage, we would find new proofs of that truth.  

The geographers who, on the report of father des Anges, and from some Japanese charts, had 

drawn the strait of Tessoy, determined the limits of Jesso, of the Company's Land, and also of Staten 

Island, had disfigured the geography of this part of Asia, in such a manner, that it became absolutely 

necessary, in this respect, to put an end to all the ancient discussions by indisputable facts [*Almost 

all the geographers have pointed out an island, under the name of Jeco, Yeco, or Jesso, to the north of 

Japan, which they have separated from Tartary, by a strait to which they have given the name of 

Tessoy. This error has been perpetuated, and this imaginary strait appears, towards the 43d degree of 

north latitude, on all the old charts. Its pretended existence may have had for its origin, the real strait 

which divides Segalien Island from the continent, and which William de Lille also named the Strait of  

Tessoy, on a chart of Asia, published in 1700. — (Fr. Ed.). The latitude of Baie de Ternai [376] was 

exactly the same as that of Port Acqueis, where the Dutch landed; the reader, nevertheless, will find 

the description of it very different.  

Five small creeks, similar to the sides of a regular polygon, form the outline of this roadstead; 

these are separated from each other by hills, which are covered to the summit with trees. Never did 

France, in the freshest spring, offer gradations of colour of so varied and strong a green, and though 

we had not seen, since we began to run along the coast, either a single fire or canoe, we could not 

imagine that a country, so near to China, and which appeared so fertile, should be entirely uninhabited. 

Before our boats had landed, our glasses were turned towards the shore, but we saw only bears and 

stags, which passed very quietly along the sea side. Every one's impatience to land was increased by 

this sight; arms were gotten ready with as much activity, as if we were about to defend ourselves 

against an enemy; and while these dispositions were making, the sailors, who were employed in 

fishing, had, with their lines, already caught ten or twelve cod-fish. The inhabitants of cities can with 

difficulty form a conception of the sensations experienced by sailors, on the prospect of a plentiful 

fishery; fresh provision is the want of all men, and that even which is least savoury is far more 

wholesome than the best preserved salt meat. I gave [277] instant orders to lock up the salt provision, 

and to take care of it for less fortunate periods. I caused casks to be prepared, in order to be filled with 

fresh and limpid water, a rivulet of which flowed into every creek; and I sent into the meadows to 

search for pot herbs, where an immense quantity of small onions, sorrel, and celery were found. The 

same plants which grow in our climates carpeted the whole soil, but they were stronger, and of a 

deeper green; the greater part were in flower. Roses, red and yellow lilies, lilies of the valley, and all 

our meadow flowers in general, were met with at every step. Pine trees covered the tops of the 
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mountains, oaks began only half way down, and diminished in strength and size, in proportion as they 

came nearer the sea; the banks of the rivers and rivulets were bordered with willow, birch, and maple 

trees, and on the skirts of the forests we saw apple and medlar trees in flower, with clumps of hazle-

nut trees, the fruit of which already made its appearance. Our surprife was redoubled, when we 

reflected on the population which overburdens the extensive empire of China, so that the laws do not 

punish fathers barbarous enough to drown and destroy their children, and that this people, whose 

polity is so highly boasted of, dares not extend itself beyond its wall, to draw its subsistence from a 

land, the vegetation of which it would be [378] necessary rather to check than to encourage. At every 

step we perceived traces of men, by the destruction they had made; several trees, cut with sharp-edged 

instruments; the remains of ravages by fire, were to be ken in several places, and we observed some 

sheds, which had been erected by hunters in a corner of the woods. We also found some small baskets, 

made of the bark of birch trees, sewed with thread, and similar to those of the Canadian Indians; 

rackets for walking on the snow, in a word, everything induced us to think, that the Tartars approach 

the borders of the sea in the seafon for hunting and fishing, that they assemble in colonies at that 

period along the rivers, and that the bulk of the nation live in the interior of the country, on a soil 

perhaps better calculated for the multiplication of their immense flocks and herds.  

At half past six o'clock, three boats from the two frigates, filled with officers and passengers, 

landed in Bears Creek, and at seven, they had already fired several musket-shots at different wild 

beasts, which very speedily pushed into the woods. Three young fawns were the only victims of their 

inexperience; the noisy joy of those who had just landed, might well have made them gain the 

inaccessible woods, from which they were at no great distance. The meadows, so delightful to the 

sight, could scarcely be crossed; the thick grass was three [379] or four feet high there, so that we in a 

manner found ourselves buried in it, and in a total impossibility of proceeding. We had, moreover, to 

dread being bitten by serpents, a great number of which had been seen on the banks of the rivulets, 

though we had not yet experienced their venomous quality. We therefore found ourselves on this land, 

merely in a magnificent solitude. The sandy flats upon the shore were the only places easy to walk on; 

and everywhere else it was only with incredible fatigue, that we could pass from one spot to another. 

The passion for hunting, however, caused M. de Langle, and several other officers and naturalists, to 

endeavour to surmount it, but without any success; and we thought, that with extreme patience, and 

profound silence, and by posting ourselves in ambush in the passes of the stags and bears, marked by 

their tracks, we might be able to obtain some of them. This plan was fixed for the next day; it was, 

however, so difficult of execution, that we seemed to have gone little less than ten thousand leagues 

by sea, only to be balked, in endeavouring to hunt in the middle of a swamp filled with moschetoes. 

On the 25th, in the evening, we nevertheless made the attempt, after having spent the whole day in 

vain; but every one having taken post at nine o'clock, and at ten, the time in which we expected the 

bears, having seen nothing, we [380] were obliged in general to acknowledge, that fishing was better 

suited to us than hunting. We were really far more successful in it. Each of the five creeks, which form 

the outline of Baie de Ternai, afforded a very convenient place for hauling the seine, and had a rivulet, 

near which we established our kitchen; the fish had only one leap to take from the sea-shore into our 

kettles. We caught cod-fish, harp-fish, trout, salmon, herrings, and plaice. Our ships companies had 

abundance of them at every meal; this fish, and the different herbs with which it was seasoned, were, 

during the three days of our stay, at least a preservative against the attacks of the scurvy; for not one 

of our ships companies had at that time perceived the least symptom of it, notwithstanding the cold 

and damp occasioned by almost continual fogs, the effects of which we had endeavoured to obviate, 

by burning fires between decks, under the sailors hammocks, when the weather would not permit us 

to carry them up.  

It was in consequence of one of these fishing parties, that we discovered, on the bank of a 

rivulet, a Tartarian tomb, placed at the side of a small house in ruins, and almost buried in the grass: 

we were induced by our curiosity to open it, and we saw two persons placed side by side in it. Their 

heads were covered with an under cap of taffeta; their bodies, wrapped up in a bear's skin, had a [381] 

girdle of the same, from which hung some small Chinese coins, and different copper trinkets. Blue 

beads were spread, and as it were sown in this tomb; we found there also ten or twelve kinds of silver 

bracelets, of the weight of ten pennyweights each, which we afterwards learned were pendants for the 

ears; an iron hatchet, a knife of the same metal, a wooden spoon, a comb, a small bag of blue nankeen, 

full of rice. There was yet no appearance of a state of decomposition, and the age of this monument 
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could not be estimated at more than a year; the construction of it seemed to us inferior to that of the 

tombs of Port des Français; it consisted only of a small hut, formed of trunks of trees, covered with 

the bark of the birch tree; a space was left between them, for the purpose of lowering into it the two 

dead bodies. We took great care to cover them up again, scrupuloufly replacing everything, after 

having only taken away a very small part of the different articles contained in this tomb, for the 

purpose of verifying our discovery. We could not entertain a doubt, that the Tartarian hunters made 

frequent landings in this bay; a canoe, left very near this monument, indicated to us, that they came 

thither by sea, doubtless from the mouth of some river, which we had not yet perceived.  

The Chinese coins, the blue nankeen, the taffetas, the under caps, prove, that these people 

have [282] regular commercial dealings with the Chinese, and it is not improbable, that they may be 

also subjects of that empire.  

The rice, enclosed in the small bag of blue nankeen, marks out a Chinese custom, founded on 

the opinion of a continuation of wants in the life to come: in a word, the hatchet, knife, cloak of bear's 

skin, and comb are articles which have all of them a marked resemblance to those used by the 

American Indians; and as these people have not perhaps ever had any communication with each other, 

may it not be fairly conjectured, from circumstances of such conformity, that men in the same degree 

of civilization, and under the same latitudes, adopt nearly the same customs, and that, if they were 

precisely in the same circumstances, there would be no greater difference between them, than between 

the wolves of Canada and those of Europe ? .  

The delightful spectacle, which this part of East Tartary presented to our view, contained 

nothing, however, that was interesting to our botanists and mineralogists. The plants there are the 

same as those of France, neither was there a greater difference in the substances which compose the 

soil of it. Slates, quartz, jasper, violet porphyry, small crystals, and amygdaloid, composed the 

specimens which the beds of rivers afforded us, without our being able to perceive the least trace of 

metals. Iron ore, [383] which is pretty generally spread over the whole globe, appears only in a state 

of oxyd, serving as the colouring matter of different stones: sea and land birds were also very rare; we 

saw, however, ravens, turtle doves, quails, wag-tails, swallows, flycatchers, albatrosses, gulls, puffers, 

bitterns, and wild ducks, but the view was not enlivened by those innumerable flights of birds which 

are met with in other uninhabited countries. At Baie de Ternai they were solitary, and the most gloomy 

silence reigned in the interior of the woods. Shells were equally rare; we found upon the sand only 

broken muscle fhells, bernacles, snails, and purpuras.  

At length, on the 27th in the morning, after having deposited in the earth different medals, 

with a bottle containing an inscription of the date of our arrival, the wind having veered to the south, I 

set sail, and ran along the coast at the distance of two thirds of a league, sailing over a bottom of forty 

fathoms, muddy sand, and near enough to distinguish the mouth of the smallest rivulet. In this manner 

we made fifty leagues with the finest weather that navigators could possibly wish for. On the 29th, at 

eleven o' clock in the evening, the wind having shifted to the north, obliged me to tack to the eastward, 

and thus to gain an offing. We were then in 46º 50' north latitude. We stood in for the land again the 

next day. Though the [384] weather was very foggy; the horizon having three leagues of extent, we 

surveyed the same coast which we had seen the evening before to the north-ward, and which now 

bore west of us. It was much lower, more divided with hills, and at two leagues from the shore, we 

found only thirty fathoms, rocky bottom. We remained upon this kind of bank in a dead calm, and 

caught more than eighty codfish. A light breeze during the night, enabled us to haul off from it, and at 

day we again saw the land, four leagues distant; it seemed to extend only as far as north-north-west, 

but the fog concealed from us the points more to the north-ward. We continued to run along very near 

the coast, the direction of which then was north by east. On the first of July, a thick fog having 

surrounded us at so small a distance from the land, that we heard the surf breaking upon the shore, I 

made the signal to anchor, in thirty fathoms, bottom of mud and broken shells. Till the 4th the weather 

was so thick, that it was not possible to take any bearings, or to send our boats on shore; but we 

caught upwards of eight hundred cod-fish. I ordered the surplus of our consumption to be salted and 

put into barrels. The dredge also furnished us with a great quantity of oysters, the shell of which was 

so fine, that it seemed very possible they might contain pearls, though we had only found two, half 

formed. This circumstance renders the account of [385] the Jesuits very probable, who inform us, that 

there is a pearl fishery at the mouth of several rivers of East Tartary: but it may be suppofed, that this 

is to the southward, at the places adjacent to Corea; for more to the northward the country is too 
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destitute of inhabitants, to be able to engage in so considerable a labour, since after having run down 

two hundred leagues of this coast, very frequently within gun-shot, and always at a short distance 

from the land, we had seen neither houses nor canoes, and when we went on shore, we only saw the 

tracks of some hunters, who did not seem to have settled in those places which we visited.  

On the 4th, at three o'clock in the morning, there was a fine clear. We set the land as far as 

the north-east by north, and we saw upon our beam, at the distance of two miles from us, in the west- 

north-west, a great bay, into which a river, fifteen or twenty toises in breadth, discharged itself. A boat 

from each frigate, under the Orders of Messrs. de Vaujuas and Darbaud, was manned and armed for 

the purpose of reconnoitring it. Messrs. de Monneron, la Martinière, Rollin, Bernizet, Collignon, 

l’abbé Mongès, and le pére Receveur, embarked in them. The landing was easy, and the water shoaled 

gradually towards the shore. The aspect of the country is nearly the same as that at Baie de Ternai, and, 

though three degrees more to the northward, in the productions of [386] the earth, and the substances 

of which it is composed, it differs very little from it.  

The traces of the inhabitants were in this place much fresher; branches cut from trees with a 

sharp edged instrument, the leaves of which still retained their verdure, were seen in many places. 

Two elks skins, very skilfully stretched upon small pieces of wood, were left by the side of a small 

cabin, which was not capable of lodging a family, but sufficient to serve as a shelter to two or three 

hunters, and there might, perhaps, have been a small number in it, whom fear might have driven into 

the woods. M. de Vaujuas thought proper to carry away one of these skins, but he left in exchange for 

it hatchets and other iron instruments, of a hundred fold the value of the elk's skin, which was sent me. 

This officer's report, as well as that of the naturalists, did not inspire me with any desire to prolong my 

stay in this bay, to which I gave the name of Baie de Suffren.  

 

 


