THE KOREAN REPOSITORY.

JUNE, 1895,

SEVEN MONTHS AMONG THE TONG HARS.

It bes been 1oy rare prvilege during the past few monie
10 reside in one of the rebed districts of Korea and witness th
working of the Tong Jlak rebellion from the siari w abow 1h
tinish. The usual time jor the Tong Hak upnising has beoi: iy
rbe spring jus: before ihe barley crop ripens and ihe oppressic:
of the officidls pinches the most, but the past summer’s troubioes
pushed nearly every 1hing Korean out of its normal posivior:.
=ven ihe Tong Hak periodical uprising. Early in October la<:.
I arnived in the north west of ithe Whang Hai province to find
every thing quet, the only fear being that the Japanesz soldior:
would make a sweep upon them in the west. Several tinu-
the Japanese war ships were anchored off the coast to the vrews
consternation of the natives who were in readiness at a e
ment's potice etther night or day 10 make for the mountuin<
They had heani the Japanese soldiers were a great improve:rer:
on the Chinese in their treat:nent of the Koreans hat surh -
story was not to be belicved.

I noticed or: miy arrival that many of wy former acgnain
ances who only a few wonths before invited e 10 their villages
now carefully shunned me. No persor wished to be identified
with the foreivner. Several friends warned me of my danger
a8 the Tong Haks were getting verr numerous and were ai-
ready threatening to kill the *“Westcrner” and all the “Wester::
doctrine” folk (Chnstians). At first it did not give e any co.
cern ner did I wish to show that I even heard the report.

In the meantime the magistrates and governor seemed 1.
he utterly ‘unfitted for their responsibility. .The people had
heard aboui a chang~ in the managenent of public affans: for
« ti pe it broug'it no beneft to the n, but it provz1 to he for the
worse.
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The rapaciovs underlings seemed to te let locs: upon the
people and oppresse] at will. The old system of squeczing was
run to seed. :

‘When once it was heand tbat the Japancsz had crossed
the Yalu River, the Koreans took it for granted that they would
be able to freat with these officials as there would be no out siie
mterferance.

Late in October on a visit to one of the neighbouring vil-
lages as my cvstom was, what was mv sarprise 10 meet with a
few score of thes: cotton clad braves all beading f.r the Capital
of the province. They were not a very formidable looking lot,
their only armor being & little bag slang aver tbeir shoulder
ontaining ten days raticns of rice and the ordinary brass SpOOD.
Every body was surprised to find so large a pumber had Joined
them from their own villages, so quietly did they do their work’
of propagation. They alleged that the governor had received
orders from $Seonl to put the:n all to death and that he purposad
to carry out the order. '

The real purpose, in 1y opinion. of this dernonstration, was

-to find out their strength and get them accustomed to travel-
Iing as well as meet the leaders. Sowe distance outside the
city the servants of the terrorized Governor met them. They
#aid they had been loyal to the king and honored their parents
and wished to know why they were ordered to be killed. e
rephed that they had done very wrong in thus mustering, hut
if they quietly returned to their farns and dil not repeat the
offence all would be well,—if not they all would be put to des:: .

On their return to their hoines, it was reyorted that a:v
one wko spoke any thing agninst the Tong Hak must have Lis
top knot cut off. Fabulous reports were given of their num- -
bexs in other place.s

_ They then after trying in vain to get the people in a body
to join their ranks, started for the different magistracies.
Magistrates were seized, hooks turned, guns, smmunition,
&pears, and bantiers plardered.

To the ordipary Korean such rower so quickly acquired
scemned to substantiate their reports-of magical yower. * Little
persuasion or threatening was now needed to swell the ranks.
Thousands joined -in a day, several -who attended our meeting
In the n:orning were on the warpath in the evening.  Great
were the pro.uises and ybright the prospects of the initiated.
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They struck a very etfuctive chord in the Korean's heart

No sickness would enter the bouse: crops would never
fail; debts would not be paid :0r taxes: in the battle the bul-
lets of the enemy would be changed to water. Indeed the
magical power ‘of the leaders was limitless. 1t gave an op-
portunity also to pay off an old s-ore with an enemy.

The leaders were on horse hack with floating banners and
attling of drums and cymbals. The horses, guns, swords, and
spears of the people were szized and made to do service.

At this juncture a band of several handred came from a
Jistance to carry out the threat made a month before recarding
us.  Our villagers warned us in time the night before They
had already plundered cobsiderable on their way. I retired tc.
rest fully expecting to be pat to death the next day. To escaps
was impossible. It was useless to hide in another village for
vhe Tong Haks were everywhere. To escape by road was out

«f the question as the roads wer> watchel and travelled nighi
and day. The boats were also seized.

Every person’s movements were watched, espacially thw
“‘foreiguer’s.” A roan who left our room on bis way home with »
New Testament iun his hand was seized and bound fast and bad it
not been for the interference of friends he would have fared badly-
One of our leadiog Chustians had mmade sone bitter enen:ias
arcope them by ridiculing their talk about n:agical power such
as wheu after eating these letters they took to shaking and
jumping about. He would gladly bave recalled some of his
werds if he could, seeing the turn affaire had taken. The Tong
Haks slept that night two miles away. Two of onr friends
started oat into. the dark to see an acquaintance who had be-
come o leader among them.  On into the moming they con-
veised concerning the Word of Godd and its deeper meaning.
‘The rebel thanked him for his instruction promising to use
his influence in protecting the foreigner and the few Uhristians,
writing a letter to the several other leaders in the same strain.
It had the desired effect ns far as we were concerned and on
tire next day they passed by in hundreds levying as much rioe
n8 they wished on every village or healthy person  On that
ronnd they- fell in with and killed ten Japmnese merchants
who were detained by head winds on their way ta Pyeng Yang.
About the same time seven Japancse-ship wrecked mwrchants
were also shot, speated and mutilated and: their property
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plundered. Two or three Buddhist priests were also dispatch-
ed being suspocted of being spies sent by Japanese to find
the bodies of the dead or where they had been buried. Clocks
and watches belonging to the mirdered Japanese were brought
to me to explain their use and set them agoing. Having oace
thns come to an understanding with » few of the leaders we
at length became on friendly terms with them all or nearly
so and when hundreds of them would be passing, the leaders
would be sure to call and have a chat while their followers
were made to remain without in.the distance thro respest for
ns. Some time in January was the first meeting of the Tong
Haks in that province with the Japanese soldiers. There were
thousands of them mustered, most of them believing in the
magical power of their Jeaders and marching boldly to meet
their foe. There were only a couple of dozen of Japanese
soldiers in the Capital, but when their bullets began to take
effect, tha rebels, disappointed, fled. 1t is said that when they
saw their comrades fall they cried ont to the leader in chief
to nse his magic. He replied that though he had now repeat-
ed those letters for ten years yet he kvew of -no better trick
under such cvircnmstances than to run. Not one of the Japan-
ese was wounded, while several scores «f the Tong Haks
were left on the fizld. Previous to this they had entered into
the Capital, seized the Governor and after much beating and
threatening compelled him to be duly ivitiated and to study
the mysteries. Thus we bad for some time o Tong Hak Gov-
ernor in our province. The Governor's son who spoke Japan-
ese secured the svrvices of some Jupanese men from Chemnulpo
to keep the relels out of the Capital. For a while Koreans also
dressed in black so that those ount side the city walla took them
to be all Japanese und dared not come near After this the
whole movement began to fizzle ns the leaders Jost their in-
fluence over their men. Little bands with a leader of their
own would go about plundering and squeezing at will. The
poor kept on the road continually just becanse the wealthy
must «irpply them with rice. Several rich persons who escaped
from | yeng Yang in the Summer were stripped of nearly ali
they had left. Many alsd who escaped to the islands some
mouths before, were followed there and met the same fate.
The explunation always given was that these were prepara-
tions for war. It became a year of plenty fur the poor, while
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wealth and rank formerly worsbippe:d by the Korean now le-
came a misfortune, Again thev kegan the propagation of
the mysteries, but this tie with n:ore violent nceans. Thev
felt their cause was not going in the end to succeed and order
would be restored some day, so that if all the people joined there
would be a better chance of all being pardoned. All sorts of
stories were circulated by the leaders to revive their drooping
spirits. Three stcam boat Joade of Japanese heads were landed
near Pyeng Yang and all put together. made s large mountain.
The Chinese were already m possession of Preng Yang and
marching souib. 8trange red coated soldiers had landed in
Chemulpo and were dniving out the Japanese. Aleo the Jong
prophecied “South Korean™ had risen up and soldiers were pour-
ing in from the south to give deliverance to the nation.

Right near our village a Korean interpreter or two having
come ashore from a Japanese boat to make some inquiries werce
seized by the rebels and killed. Next day a little Japanese gun-
boat came quite vear, fired a cannon ball into a Xorean boat
supposing these were the guilty parties: fortunately no one was
killed. But all the villagers, 1zen wowen and children. made
tor the mountam or neighbouring villages and when a few
Japanesc landed the consternation was complete. 1 at once
hecame exceedingly popular m the vicinity as they in.agined
[ might be of some service in preventing the Japanese center-
iy their village. Soe little thoe before this the villagere
assetnbled and regnested us to allow them to erect a Cbns-
tian Hag before my door.  All shades of belief, rebel and
loyal, Chrstian and devil- woishiper, joined heartlly in erecting
the pole. The Hag was white with a red £t George's cross
across the middle. They all assembled and as we ran up the
flag we joined in singing in Korean “All bail the power of Jesus’
‘name.” Dav after day since, that emblem of purity and suf-
fering for tbe sake of others waves in the hreeze and can be
geen for niles around by the villagers, preachiny in terms easily
‘understood. ) -

About the last of January order was restored in Hai Ju,
the capital, and for some distance off, as the Japanese’ soldiers
bad agaii co:ne. A\ uew Govenror and Magistralc were sent.
The agistrate ou his arrival at Chong Yon was immediately
seized by tbe Tong Haks and carried off to the bouse of a chiefll
They snspected bim of being in Jeagne with the Japanese soldiers.
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A short time after the Japanese did come and it was really amus-
ing to see how the bmaves sneaked away like so many rats to-
their hiding places. For saveral days not a Tong ITak was to
he seen. At night & crowd of then: would come v my room to
reek advice and of cours: they were advisad to give up their plun-
dering and obey the Magistrate. This the mcst of themn agreed
to do and glad they were to show their sincerity by delivering np
their guns, spears aund rwords. The Magistrate pron:ised par-
don for all pas’ offences but a renewal of them would be punish-
able with death. Though. the promises were fair on the part
of the magistrate and rebels, each suspected the otber. Que
of the chief leaders in the province applied to me for assistance
i coming to ters with the magisrate. This was secared and
by it he has so far saved his head. This chief through his irflu-
ence has prevonted the second uprising in that large ruagistracy.
When the new magistrate and goverpor came they at onee
appoinied several hundred soldiers for tbe Capital and larzes:
_magistracies. These soldiers had been many of them Tong
Haks, but were willing enough to belp destroy and plunder
their former comrades when they were rendered helpless. Itis
exactly Korean to help the one on top of the heip. Had these -
soldiers acted rightly all further trouble and bloodsbed misht
have been avoided, but thev did not enlist for that purrose. Om
theslightest pretext thesa fellows woul | ruake a raid on some vil-
lage not so much because there were a few inoffensive Tong Hak=
there reciting their magic letters as because there were well-to-do
persons there whose houses were worth plundering. It was the
custom on approaching a village to fire off their guns that the vil-
laﬁers might get away.and the soldiers be left to carry away their
belongings without any resistance. Having experienced severa)
raids in that way the Tong Haks felt they were deceived by the
officials and would certainly sooner or later all be put to death.
Again they began to muster from all over the province among the
mountains in the north. This time it was the more vicious, the
guilty, the extremely ‘Yoor with no family cares who were on the
war path. These had little to lose and rather enjoyed wander-
ing about living on the rice of others. When all was in readiness
they made a swoop upon the cities where soldiers were stationed,
carried off what they could find and burned the houses. In the

city of Chang Yun alone about 400 houses were burncd including:
the magistraey. J
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Of course when trouble arose the brave volunteers cecaped.
They had not enlisted to fight. Agzain the Cupital, Hai Chu, was
in danger and the inhabitants were in greatest consternation.  The
Governor almost frantic with alann was compelled to seek assist-
anor, wherever available. A few Japanese soldicrs ingratiated
themeelves into the hearts of the people of Hai Chu by appearing
Just at the right moment as their deliverers. The Tong Haks fled
without making a stand at all.  They had come o have revenge
om the Governor who oppressed them, niot to fight with Japanese
soldiers. As Iate as April the Kang Wha suldiers aj upon
the seene. They came it was said to destroy all the T ong Haks
or in fact to make a clean sweep of all Whang Hai provinee.
‘The Tong Haks, lucal voluntcers and police took much, but the
Kang Wha heroes left. nothing—so report had it. The rebels
when Tleft May 1st. were pretty much seattered and hiding, but
the Whang Hai chief Im had a Jittle following and was flecing
before his pursuers.  Quite near our village in enc of the moun-
tains several score of the womst-of the rebels and their Jeaders built
a house and were living on the spoils they had taken months be-
fore.  That den wes raided and they wcattered leaving several of
their comrades dead upon the hills.” In a little skinnish at the
magistracy thirty or more rebels were killed. These bodies were
leit n ghastly spectacle unburied, the food for foxes wnd crows.
The bodies of” ihe hehcaded were hung for days outside the main
wate of the magistracy as a warning to others. In Apnl police-
men and soldiers went about in bandx of 20 or 30 supposed to be
searching for rebles, but really squeezing money from the villages,
The Jeaders of little bands  though already pardoned were the
principal vietims. Many were the rebels who came stating ther
wished to be. Christians, but whose real object was to secure the
supposed protection of the foreigner. The magistrate bad heard
1 was receiving into the church such men but I soon disabused
his mind of snch an erroneous notice.

Two questions may be asked in connection with the Tong
Hak troubles. J )

1. What was the Object? The people are getting some ideas
of Liberty by contact with the foreigner and his religion and tk
purpose no longer to submit to the misrule of rapacious officia
and their hirelings. They were desirous too of helping Providence

in the’ fulfilment of the old prophecy that the t Dynasty
was to exist for only 500 years, anady compl 1t was really
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wonderful how little  plundering they did’considering the larg
‘numbere who followed l;m' no other purpoee. -
2. What effect will the movement have on the spread of the
Gospel? Of course the reply can only be little moré than s con-
jecture. The people have been taught the folly of worshipping
spirits and the necessity of worshipping God only. Their idea of
God. and his worship is according to the Roman Catholics and
Buddhists mbined. Ab;fcnmce, ablitions and o?mﬁces were
freely practiced to appease the deity. “Repairing of the mind” or
- was exhorted. The people are now adking what is the
uue way io worship God? 'I.E:Pare conscious we know more
about Him than they do. The spirit of inquiry is abroad every
where. The Tong Haks feel they failed through want of know-
ledge. More than all, trouble and anxicty are leading the poor
Korean to’stretch out bis hands to God. '



PLACES OF INTEREST. IN SE)JUL.
PALACES.

Kyung Poh Kung.

The palace at present occupied— Kyung Poh Kung - was
the first to be built-on the present site of Seoul. 1t was built
by Tai Cho at the beginuning of the present Dynasty. 1t was
destroyed during the Jupanese invasion 300 years ago aml was
rebuilt by Sun Cho, to be again burnel by the Chines:. After
this it remained as it was for nearly 200 years to be rebailt
during the reign of the present monarch, by his father, who
was.then acting as Regent during his son’s minority. 1t is more
beautiful now than befure. )

It is said that during the rebuilding of this palace by the
Begent priests were for the time being allowed within the
city ]wnlls that they miglit ajd in the work, and thereby han zs
a tale.

Tradition says that prior to the selection of the son of
the Tat Won Koun for the throne, his father took him to
a Buddbist temple outside the East Gate where a fortune
telling priest predicted that the boy would one day become 2
very great mau. When this prophecy was fulfilled in the
trowning of the son as King, the futher was greatly impressel
with the wisdom of the priest und had long talks with him
thereafter.

He asked him much concerning the best plans for govern-
ing the country, and among other things the priest urged the
rebuilding of the Kyuog Poh Knnz— the original palace of the
dynasty. A difficalty arvse from the fact that there wers o
existing plans of the palace. But the priest agreed to super-
intend the work providing that priests were allowed to enter
the city. This was agreed upon and the work was put throngh
to completion. It is further said that this priesc disappeared
at the time of the French invazion. He had gone to prevent
the landing of the foreigners and was never seen again beins
said tohave goue on buard one of the French war vessels, where

Note. The Mulberry Palace was described in this sertes in the
March number of The Repository. ,
Y
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he was detained. It is further stated however that he had
with him a noted-buddhistic seal which gave him power to
roll back the water of the sea and to transport himself from
place to place through the air. This being the case his deten-
tion on bourd a vessel wonld ba a very difficalt matter.

The piiest’s name is given us Mahn Yiu, which also mean
ten thousand men, and one of his most tirgent recommendations
was that the Regent conld only make himself absolutely rafo
by the killivg of ten thousand men. After his departure the
Regent regretted his escape as he decided that the prophecy re-
ferred tu the man himself whosee name was “ten thous:and men’
or Mahn Yin, mther than to individuals to that nuraber. -

This pnluce is an enclosure of sbout 100 acres with an-
other enclosure at the back which runs far up the sides of the
North Mountan at the foot of which the palace grounds are
laid out. This vutside enclosure is usel for holding the com-
pefitive examioations. It is hilly and broken, while the
palace enclosare proper is quite Jevel.

Entering at the great South Gate of the Palace, in frunt
of which there is & raised terrace with a stoae balustrade on
cither side nud stone images guarding the appruach, and pass-
ing across a lurge vpen cumpound where soldiers are drilled,
n second gate gives entrance to a smaller enclosure surrouuded
b‘, rows of houses -and crossed by = stream, the banks of
which are walled 'in by masonry. Bome of the stone Dlocks
upon the banks of this streams nvar the stone bridgs that spans
it are carved to rsemble animals about to spring upon other
stone images of water animals in the bed of the stream Lelow.

A third gate gives entranos to the stone paved court where in
stands the great Audience Hallf-a-vu:y fine buildirg iodeed
and a marvel of architectare consid the materiale used.
The massive tile roof is a tremendous weight and is supported
upon large mast-like timbers standing on a raised stone terrace.

the arrangement of rafters and eave supports is very intricate,
and to prevent soiling of the paint by birds, the whole- eaves
are’shut in by great wire gunze curtains of native manufac-
“fure, that look like the web of some giguotic spider.  This
building is encircled by w well executed stone bulustrade in-
dicating a_high degree of skill on the part of Korean stoue
wirkers. In frout of the Hall, below - the terrace on which it
stands, there are rows of little stons posts, each marked with
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characlers indicating a certain rank in the Korean service. At
thase posts officiale bow to'His Majesty after being appointed
to office. A little to the west of this Andieocs Hall, stands a
bailding which is quite unique and perhaps the most besutiful
edifice in Korea. 1t is the Snmmer Pavillion, and has Tiven
& name to the whols Palace, which is usually calied by
foreiguers the Summer Palace. This pavillion stands in a larm.:
lotus pond. The pond is inclosed by masonry, has litthe is-
lands studding its surfuce ou which grow qaaintly twisted
pines. The surface of the water at the proper senson is one mass
of lot1s leaves and flowers almost tempting on: 0 try to
walk upon the floor-like expanse of great green leaves. Near
the eastern side of the pond and reached by two stone
bridges, a large stone terrace rises above the water, inclosed by
w balustrade of stoce carved to represent sheaves of wheat or
lotus flowers. From this stone platform rise forty sing!::
stone pillars 8 or 10. feet high, and sloping frum a base
of 2 feet square to a top of a third less perhaps. These pil-
Jars support & banquet hall, with a tile roof that in its majes-
tic sweep of graceful curves wever fails to impress vixitors.
This upper story is a most delightful place on » hot summer
evening.  Formerly banquets were occasionally given here.
and with the coo! bluck stune sides of the northern and west-
ern hills, and the fresh green of the south wmonntain in full
view,.the clectric lights which came on later with the dancing
girls and banquet proper, made a very pretty scene.

Buck of the Audieuce Hall a mass of buildings composc
the royal residences. © But the best houses are” farther
north at the back of a little lake, upon the water of which
foreigners have occasionally been allowed to go and skate u
the winter. - A large foreign building has reently Leen com-
pleted near this.collectiva of houses but it is not vccupied.

There are a great many buildings in the palace eoclesure,
occupied by the regular attendants and giving residence t-
some 3000 iudividuals. The inclosing walls are thick anl
high and the gates are goud specimens of Korvan asonry.

. Teog Kwan Tah Kwall.
The Palace near the East Gate was formorly two separate
establishments. One of these, Chang Tuk, was built by Cbuny
Chong the son of tha fonoder of this Dymasty. The other,
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Chuang Kyung, was built by the 10th. King, Sung Chong, in
honor of his mother and of the wife of his elder Lrother who
made it their nsidence. The 19th. King, Sook Chong, unitml
these two into voe palace, and named the great front gato
Ton Whna (the uniou of virtues). He afterwards occapiod
this as his royal resideuce. _

By pature this Tong Kwan Pulace is a more beautiful
place than the Kyung Poh Rung. The ground is quite brok-
en, well watered and heavily woo led, It is a most delightinl
place, and the paths that wind in and out among the hills,
alony the banks of bubbling brooks and over quaint bridges
ususlly end in som) actistically placed pavillion fom which

_one gets o delightful view numarred by any glimpee of the
city.

Sume of the building= at this Palace are very interesting
but duv not call fur especinl mention. It is the natural beauty
of the place that makes it particularly interesting.

The front gute of this pulace is all pierced with bullet
holes—gouvenira of the émente of 1884, when 149 Japanese
troops behind the gate were attacked by 3000 Chinese soldiers
with some Koreans. They were not dislodgod.

: .~ Pynl Kung.

This is a *“ Special Palace” as its name implies It was
built to celebrate the marrings of the present Urown Prince,
the ceremory taking place within its walls.” It stands in An
Pong and is | in’'going to the Forvizn Office, or to the
residence of General Dyo. It never fails to attmct attention
beeauss of its bright colors in a city where no color is seen np-
on the honses except wherv they belong to, or are connectul
with royalty. This building was commenced 16 years ago.

Nam Pyul Kung. _ :

This place is usually styled a palace, though there is
nothing very palatial about it. It is inside the high stone
wall which nbstructs the road on the way from Chung Dong to
Chin Koo Kai, near the South Gute Street. It is in this en-
closure that the special amlassadors from China have been
vatertrined and where His Majesty was obliged to go and call
upon them in token of the so-called vassalage.

Like most Kcrean plares of note, this has its history,
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which briefly is as follows. 1t was built as a resideuce for
the son-in-law of the 20d. King of this Dynasty—Chung Chong.
This son-in-law was very greatly loved by his royal parents
who would believe no ill of him nod whose kindness and trost
be basely abused. His residence became a den of wickedness.
He had a tower built where he kepta watch and any handsome
looking closed chair that he espied was scized and its female
cecapant brought to him. He was hated by the respectabls:
classes and was finally seized in an ioregular manner by two
vfficers of the Department of Justice, and vn being taken to
prisen he was at once put to death before be might be releas-
vd by orderof the King. The latter was very much angered and
grieved when in the morning he learned this intelligence, apd
ordercd the death of thess two men, but such an overwhelming
mass of memorials went in at onca from all officials, represent-
ing clearly the crimes of the man and begging clemency for

the 1wo officers, that they were released and the property of
the dead man was confiscated.

Moh Hah Kwan.

~ In connection with Nam Pyul Kung, the “Gaie of Receiv-
ing Grace” might properly be meutioned. It stood till recent-
Iy on the plain west of the city on the way to the Peking Pass.
Ilis Majesty was in the habit of meetiog the ambassadors
from Cliina at this place. This plain was originally a driil
gronnd and the pavillion that now stands there is at times used
for this puarpose though originally the 'drill pavillion steod on
the east side where ruios of the foundations may still he reen.
Now thit Korean independence has been declared, Moh
Hah Kwan has been taken down. Hong Chai Won, the large
enclosure of buildings beyond the Peking Pass on the enst side
of the road, is the place when the Chinese envoys waited anid
rested after their long journey from Pcking, while the neces-

sary prepurations for their reception were being made inside
the city.

In the Sulmrbs ;
In” the near vicinity of Seoul there are places more inter-

esting perhaps to foreigners than are these within the citv’s
walls,

I refer to Pouk Hun the King's m-untain fortress to the
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north of the city, with its rugged peaks of jagged or domed
rock ; its ciystal spring in a great.cave near the top of a lofty
spur, from which with a good glars one can ses the shipping at
the distant port of Chemnlpn, while the Han River seems to
lay like & band of rilk carelesly thrown down upon the plain,
that with occasional mountains here and there, stretches off
‘to the sea— the sea itself secming very near on a clear day.

Then thers is the fortress of Nam Han, a little further
removed, but a place that well repays the scven hours’ ride
vecessary to reach it. This wall enclosed mountaia fastuess is
more tamed by the hand of man than is the wild Pvuk Han.
Each has its attractions however.

Near to Seoul are many beautiful park like rescrves of
many acres, usually a whole valley with no residence build-
ing in sight. These aiv the grove reserves of members of the
Royal Family. Trees are not ouly vot cut down, Lut are set
out plentifully, all underbrush and grass is kept nicely trim-
med. A stream of water always flows throngh the grounds,
and a beautiful stretch of clean rod surrounds the grave itself,
which is » huge mound with cat stone tabluts and images of
animals around the grave proper upon its top. Altogether
these places form delight€ul little parks, usually easily reach-
ed over good bridle paths, which make the suburbs of Seoul—
away from the habitations—a charming place. =5

H. N. Allen.



A KOREAN KATAKANA.

In Mr. Gale’s recently published “Korean Gramunatical
Yonns,” pp.-2-60,appear at intervals certain hieroglyphics which
will be strange to the student of Chinese and of which no ex-
plapation is given either in that work or in the writings of other
authorities on Korean script.  For example, on page 2, in the

wargin alongside the inflection & = ®] <} is printed the
character (if it may so described) %%, and on page 59, opposite
0] b‘l lv].ﬁ—]—, the character ’%‘ (The latter, more by token,
would be better written Z). The explanation of these mys-
terious forins seens to be- that they are the survivalsof a s ystem
of wnting which though it has only attained to a limited one
Korea, has prevailed for eleven centuries in Japan under the
name of Zafz #ana or ‘side symbols’ These last, as is well
known, are in reality portions of Chinese characters, which char-
acters had been borrowed by the Japanese to represent certain
sounds. = Thus 10 the Japanese syllabary, the first three kata
kana symbols ’f i, 7. 7> Jha are poitions respectively of
the-conplete hieroglyphs @ 73 (P2, read in mordern Chinese as

¢ lit, po, but in Japanese as i, 70, Za. In the same way the

ha

Koreans formed a syllabic (kana) = from the fuller character
)% which they read. like the letter ni, similarly from '5 was
-foined [ 4o, from Ek b oz, and so on. The Chisese sound
id not iu every case determine their choice of a lieroglyph for
dissection.  Soinetiines they were guided by what was in effect
the Korean translation of the bieroglyph. Thus %, in Korea-

Chines2 is rzad p7 (the modera Chines: _s:l:.md 18 fei) but-it has
the meaning of ‘ to fly,” which in colloquial is #7a/ta. When, then,

ﬂ was cut down to _€ to form a syllabic, the sound fitted to

15 was not g7, but #a. In the sane say, ﬁ i, farnished > .
bt the latter was read 4z, bacaus: the incaning of the parent
charcter is * to do.” kata..
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A'list is appended of Korean kana, if we may be allowed to
call them so. The Korenns style them “t'0" a colloguial pronouncia-
tion of RBY, ‘ readings.’ It will be remarked as worthy of notice,
that several of the parent characters were also made use of by
the Japanese in forming their syllabics, and that in some cases,
the sounds and forms are identical, as for esample

A i from B
Nw, B

to which may be added Y from ﬂ, read in Japanes: #zu and
in Korean #e, or sometimes ro. :
As regards the uvse made nowadays in Korea of these syl-
labics, it would appear that they are confined to marking (chief-
lyim text books such as the Chinese Classics) the particles or
inflections required by the Korean student to distinguish the div-

isions of a period. For example in the well-known extract froiu
Mencius (1. 1. 3):

B R R
BB, S
e .
2 B W m B +
» F ¥ &8 ¥ ¥
“How if they who ran but fifty paces were to jeer at those
who ran a hundred?” He replied, “that could not be; thev
only did not run the whole bundred; they ran the sane.” The
passage—which will be seen to need some expansion to make it
wntelligible in English—is in effect punctoated by the Korean syl-
labics, so that it 18 read aloud as; I o-si po 70 so paik po chenk
1:8 ye fani itko? Oal pul ka kans, chik pul paik po i enchyeng .
si yek chu ya i #i-i ta. The interjected syllabics are printed m
italics.  Ro 3 always follows a phrase introdneced by 7 4 |, ha-
ni T is little more than a pause or stop, # 4o P s W Wonidii-
fic.from of the note of interrogation, enchyeng 3,9} ? Ireans
‘only iniita $ is the polite form terminating a reply.
Now it will be noticed that these 'syllabics do not really
combine to for:n one sirgle character as the caumur and that
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it would be legitimate therefore when introd ucing them into an
English sentence to print them borizontally, as for example

N T N\ . r. Gale's method therefore, of uniting them in-
to hieroglyphs would see:n to e, to that extent. inexact. The
fanlt may be however (pace guestra) with his publishers, whose
press does not clain to be more than trilingual. Perbars it would
rot be altogether just to Mr. Gale's Jabours to note, in passing.
that with the the exception of ™ ™ (his No. 70) none of the
puticles introdueal into the above passage are explained in
* Korean Grammatical For:ns.”

ROREAX KANA OR T'O.
T’o. onizin. eunmun. sound. T’o. origin. eunmun. sound

,

N
/

2} I3 :-F\

T0 /3

teun, ten

oo i onl) oy e, OF wituoy
E fE i £ F ol i
P A 2% wm F B A s
¢ w4 na T B 2 R
9 Z tf . too BegpaEand Bfloon: Wke
F 2B/ 9 s A - e, e
7 W 49 wed H Xk
A Moo e £ OKR OF rk

& T

o S

fo X
3 A
He

2 on, n
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T0. eun:nun. svund. T’o. eunmun. sound. T o. enn:nun.  soud.

A o H 42 i + A i
i} 4 o) ji Y e i G tae
ﬂﬂ o] 6 J [ com I Ot
A 0o A °F a mood W
LS8 el E A we F M 1y
| BN T S TSI, ; S ST
7 3 B
% M kma m o} —“-i' RS tw
?'J" & F sa :’F 't ho E fl ¢0
e sa A suin B 2) ri
£ < i Bl gl in T - na

To these mus: be added the many syllabies which are only

lﬂ'ie the Japanese F~ ki, from T, reluend covins of the origina!
Koreap Scripts, and their influence on thesz of Japan.

W. II. W.

o Itcl.lﬁa.‘i be observed that in certain elementary text books.
where clearnessis inore particulary required, the £ o appear in their
umgtmcte}d form. Such for exatwple, is the casz with the
ia{?ﬁ?f (Zong -momng son-seup) oxr Youth's Prizner, in which
Juost of the characters in the second list find a place as inder-
tion or particles.

The two lists do not pretend to be exhanstive, nor is the
present note other than provisional. It will have s2tved its end
il it can provoke enquiry into the interesting sabject of Korean
scripts, and their influence on thos: of Japan.

W. I W,



THE ORIGIN OF THE KOREAN PEOPLE.

I

The data to be used in the discnssion of the origin of any
race or people are largely inferential. It is not mainly wrntten
history that gives us our materials excepting as we can read be-
tween the lines, but it is to archaeology, philology, eraniologry,
aumismatics and the like that we must look for our more par-
ticular data. Folklore oftentimes affords better material for
such a study than written bistory for whereas the latter is wnit-
ten by an individual and cannot but be prejudiced the former ig
the spontaneous product of a race or pation and connot by any
pessibility deceive us. -

I therefore lay emphasis upon the narural s contradistin-
guished from the arsificial sources of information. The artificial
sources include all written bistories, monurmental inscriptions,
proclamations, letters and all other direct statements made by
een. The patural sources include wyths, legends, traditions,
monurcents (independent .of their inscriptions) archaeological
remains, language, dress, music. physiognomy, food, games and
all otber things which by companson can give us circmnstantial
evidence—in other words, inferences. ' ;

_This being granted it is evident that until both the history,
the folk lore, the n:onuments, the language and all these sources
have ‘been exhausted the final word on such a subject as the
origin of ‘a race cannot be spoken. Furtbermore it is evident
that satisfactory results can be attained only by the combined
offort of many students interesting themselves as specialists in
the dierent lines of investigation above indicated. Tliose who
travel largely in the country sbould cake note of monuments
and their inscriptions; residents in the provinces. shounld note
dialectic variations; pbysicians sbould pote peculiarities of physi-
©'gno'ny or crauiology and thus in tirme.a mass of material will
be collected from which accurate deductions can be drawn. It
15 thus evilent that what follows is but a skimming of the sur-
facz, an amrow sbot at random into the air, whose only aim 18 to
eXcite discussion and arouse an interest that shall result in a
vlesar study of the facts lying about us.
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*The first ray which pierces the darkness of Korean an-
tignity is the legend of the Tan Gunt. A bear was transformed
into a woman who, being pregnant by a divine being, brought
forth.a child who in later years was found seated under a tree,
on Td Pik San?, by the people of the nive wild tribes then in-
habiting northern Korea. These nine tiihes were Kyon-i§ U-i !
Pavg-iY Hyan-i** Piak-it Hoang-iii Chok-i§§ P'ungi}’
Yang-i §Y. - There is nothing toshow that thess wild tribes dif-
fered in any essential respect fromx the other northren tribes,
They were presumably a branch of the great Turanian family
which spread over nortbern Asia, eastward to the Pacific and
westward as far as Lapland if uot further.

Thes2 were the people whom Ki Ja*** found when he
wmrived in B. C. 1122,

The great changes which he effected obliterated many of
those peculiarities by which, bad they survived, -we might bave
ained a clue to their origin. At that time they were more than
half savages, Lving largely by the cbass, practically boussless in
sammer, and in winter living in caves or roughly covered boles
in the ground. Until more facts are brought to light we must
conclude that they were of northern origin. This would seen:
the more probable since the slight description we have of them
corresponds closely with the des=ription of other tribes which.
later, swept down from beyond “Old white Head,” Pik Tu
San, t and ravaged the borders of Kokury i3i.

*In romanizing 1 shall use the well known continents]l sounds of
the unaccented vowels. Ishall use® for short aas in faf,  for short 0 as i+
4ot, & for o as in Aunig,1 for short ias in 4i € for short e asin mez, «
as in sesumé, W for short u as in ren.

teT WH b ?; °] g%

tcf ¥l X TR .
The prese:! ?ﬁ, ‘l{'i,k S?\Eles i!‘\ulhe 4 IJ’ °‘ ﬁ%
province of Kiling Sang but the old §§ Jﬂ | )j’r\ﬁ

one was in P'yling An province and S
is now called Hyang San. i -g. ! m%
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The whole period .from 1122 8. €. to about 100 B ¢, is
passed over with the single re:nark that during that time forty
one sovereitrs sat upon the throne of Chosdn. This helys &
ilentify the date of Ki Ja, for the end of the dynasty being ap-
yroximately known as having occurred abont 100 B. ¢, forty
yenerations would about cover the interval of 1022 yvears.

At this pont the whole scene shifts to the southern part of
the peninsula when Ki Jun® the last of the anciznt Chosin
dynasty fled southwani before the treacherous Weé Man. +

The events which led up to this flicht are soon ssated. The
jornzer Han dynasty assumed the reins of government in China
about a century before Christ. The ceneral whom the Han em-
peror placed over the kingdom of Yon$ proving treacherous, an
army was s2nt against bim and he was obliged to fly northward
wherc he found a place of ‘'safety among the wild people of the
Hyung-No,§ tribe. Another of the Yon princes, Wé Man by
name, tled eastward to the borders ot Choson, the Am-nok!l- niver.
i Jun gave him asylvn and-‘constitated him the guardian of
the nortiren borier. \Wé Man betrayed this trust by marching
on P’yCng Yang ¥ the capital, ostensibly to protect the king from
an rnagivary Chinese army.  Ki Jun discovered the treacherv
jost in timne to escape with a few followers by boat on the Ta
‘Tong ** river which flows near the wall of P'yéng Yang.

He fared away southward to found & Kingdom and landed
in what'is now the province of Chitl-la# and seitled ut Keum
Ma Iggl: “the place of the golden horss,” now known as Ik
san. §§

The only interest we have in this accoont centers in the
people whom Ki Jun found in Southren Korea. .

We have no evidence that Ki Jun even knew of the exis-
tence of thes2 peoples. The earli»r history of Korea is uttery sil-
ent as to them and peither tradition, legend nor myth m:ake any

IE R i8¢ TR
t 91t "eE K
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reference to them. Ancient Chosdn never reached furtber south
than the Han river and probably not as far as that, and we
shall see that there is evidence that no communication had exist-
ed between that kingdom and the people of the south.

All that bistory tells us about thesa people can be summed
up in & few words but the inferences are striking. We are told
that. (1) They understood agriculture, and the use of cotton
and flax. (2) They bad no walled towns. (3) They lived in
seventy six settlements or communities each entirely independ-
ent of the others. (4) A sort of patriarchal government pre-
vailed among them  (5) 1bhe size of the communities vari-
ed from five hundred to ten thousand houses, aggrecating a
hundred thousand houses. (6) The houses were made of sods
with tbe door in the xoof. (7) The men used silk for cloth-
ing but neitber silk, gold nor silver were hichly valued. (8)
Beads were ip great demand and were fastened to the hair and
strung about the face and ears. (9) The men were fierce and
brave and were notorious for their habit of shouting at the top

-of their voices. (10) They were very skillfal in the use of the
spear -and the bow, and they wore straw sandals. (11) The
names of the different commuunities are given.

This 18 literally all that is told us in the native bistories and
on these points there is perfect agreement. The Téng Guk T Oag
Gan.* one of the greatest of Korean histories gives the above ac-
count and likewise the Tong 8a Kang Yot which is a resamé
of the five great histories, viz. Tong Sa Ch’an Yo,1 Ui Yé Ch’am
Nok,§ Tong Sa Hué Gang, || Tong Guk Tong Gam,* and Tong
Sa Po Yu,Y in which are summed up almost all that histories have
to say.

Let us examine some of the most obvious inferences from the
foregoing account. s \

In the first place the very fact that those people were so care-
fully described is a strong indication that they were utter strang-
crs to Ki Jun and his followers who found their dwellinﬁa, their
dress, their government and their habits so radically different
from what they had been accustomed to. If these people had

ITLRERE (ne anan
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been any thing like the wild tribes of the norith with which Ki
Jun was doubtless more or less familiar tliey wonkd have exeitod
little intevest and wonld not have socured sl 2 minute deserip-
tion on the page of history.

Sceond, it there had been any intereourse hotween Chosin
and the Sonth it em sarcely he imaginesd that they oald not
have learnald the value of gold it nat for i< eavn sake 2t Jeast for
its exchange value. :

Thind, their nse of beads differentiates them in a3 marked
manner from the people of the north. The use of Leads as of tat-
tooing, is confinal almest exclosively {0 ropieal conntries where
they zerve in the place of elothing. One of the strot:rest arrument«
other than linguistic for the southern origin of the Japanew j< the
prevalence of the hahit of tattooing for how cmld it have originated
in the north where it wonld be quite useless as ornunentation and
yquite in~ufficient a< clothing? "There are strong reasons for beliey-
that southern Koreans tatoved but the severity of the climate has
caused the habit to die ont. However, at the present dav a vestige
of the habit remains in the custom of drawing under the skin of
the wrist a silk cord dipped in a coloring fluid.

I have a southern Korcan in my employ who has this mark.
It may be objected that Hamel and his fellow captives may have
tanght it but it & very improbabl: that a custom introduced by
foreiguers like ‘that ‘would take root in a country the severity of
whose climate tukes away the main motive for such ornamentation.

Fourth, the form of government prevailing in the Sonth was
a cause of remark to the fugitive Chosouese. No centralization,
no great chiefs, but on the other hand isolated communities, cach
a political integer and most remarkable of all an utter aisence of
fenced towns. These facts all demanded attention from Ki Jun
and his companions.

The seventy-six communities were divided into three great
groups called the Sam Han* “Three kingdoms,” -called respective-
1y Ma Han, 1 Chin Han,} Pyon Han.§ Ma Han was probably the
largest and comprised approximately the northern part of Chiil-la
province and the wlhiole of Ch’nng Chong province. * Pyon Han

occupied the southern part of both Chil-la and Kyiing Sang pro-
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vinces while Chin Han oceupied the northern part of Kyiing Sang
and perhaps a little of Xung Ubn. !

ne have supposed that Chin Han was so named becunse
of the refugees from the Chin* rule in China who settled in east-
ern Korea but a comperison of the characters will show that it i«
not so for separate characters are used. The use of these three
names does not necessarily infer any political union of the numer-
ous communitics under these three ﬁoends for we are not told of
e2ny such union, while on the other hand we are told that the com-
munitics were independent of cach other. This nominl three
fold division probably arose from some difference in
tedating their arrival on the shores of Korea.

It is extremely fortunate that the names of these commun-
ities have been preserved to us for they will afford us valvable
material for cthnological studv. Let us briefly examine these
names which are here given for the first time, so far as I am a-
ware, to tlie English reading public.

origin an-

The group called Ma Han com prised fifty-four of these Com-

munities named respectively;

Mo Ro LB 255

Sa Ro A2 L2
Mang No %z =,
Ch'op No =z 2,
Man No o 2
Ku Ro '? i :% »
Ko Ri 2) ot

Ja Ri Z}z2] =,

Pi Ri "2 2
Ch‘ Ri X2} =,

Il Li . £ A | —
Pul Li =2 X .
Mo Ro B; Ri 2zvle) Hgmhg
Pyik Pi Ri H ] 2| LU

" B
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Yo Ri BiRi
Kam Ha Bi Ri

Ch‘o San Do Bi Ri

Ni Bi Ri
Jom Ni Bi

Pi mi

Song No Pul Sa
Pul Sa Pun Sa
So Sok Sak
Ta Sok Sak
Sin Bun Ko
Ko P

Uol Ji |

Pik Jé

Uon Ji

So Ui Kon
Ko Uén

Ku Hi

Kam Ha
Kam Ha

UCon Yang
Mo Su

Sang O8

U Hyu Mo T‘ak
Ko T‘an Ja
No Nam

Sin Heun
Mun Ch‘im

A Rim

Ku Sa O Jo
U Ban
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Sin So Do
Ko Rap
Tm So Ban
Sin Un Sin
Il Ian
Tul Un
Kon Ma
Ché Ri

Tl Hoa
Cha Ri Mo Ro
Yom No

KOJREAS REPOLITORY.
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The tollowing is the list cf the Pvon Han communitices.

Pyon-jin-mi-ri-mi-dong ‘a ﬂ U‘ a' U‘ % #Eﬁ Eﬁﬁ J'

Nan<mi-ri-mi~h my

wole) Fo] RGN

Pronjin-ko-ja-mi«long '-'a 7,:1 ik I'-ﬂ‘ = 3‘? Ef—l'j‘ ﬁ 3’3“"

Pyon-jin-jop-to
onn-yn-pan-nn
Pyén-jin-ku-yn
Pybn-jin-ju-jo-ma
Pyon-jin-an-ya
Pyon-jin-tong-no
Pyon-jin-kam-no
Pyén-jin-mi-o-va-ma
Pyon-jin-ko-svun-si
Keni-ji

Pul-sa

Keun-keui _
Yom-hi
Pyﬁn-ang-m
Kun-mi
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Pyon-kun-mi

Y o-dam
Ho-ro
Chu-syvin
Ma-yon
Sa-ro
C-jung

o g}
2
E3Y]
opo]
g
+%
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- Lol

The following is a list of the Chin Han communities,

A-do-kan ‘t=% " F
Y 0-do-kan o c & &1] »
Pi-do-kan 55 B »
Odo-kan S5 '{1' _H.]J n
Yu-su-kan T4 1t HiK »
Sin-chon-kan AT xR »
Yu-chiin-kan —?rfE! .ﬂ: ‘_gi e
Sin-kui-kan Al HH W ﬁ "
O-chiin-kan ‘2.3 Ak »
A-ra-ka-ya of e}y oF 38 11 {5
Ko-ryong-ka-ya 1% e HE
Tﬁ-ka-ya ‘:ﬂ 7} bt i » »
Song-san-ka-ya 53 A7t oF By, »
So-ka-va at. 7ok /hoon o
Y on-chiin-vang-san ‘d it L tg‘ Ui
Tol-san-ko-ho =41y Z

Charsanini At 3] fgl"@i
Mu-san-di-su FANS  BEIARE
Keum-san-ka-ri Zine) 2t B
Mying-hoal-san-ko-va 9] EFA} R - ] %51 Em

A mere glance at these lists will show that there is some un-
derlying cause for the three general divisions of Ma-han and Chin-
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han for we find striking peculiaritics in the eombinations of the
letters that form the several names:—

(1) In Ma-han we find &ven names cnding in 5 which aceonl-
ing to Korean euphonic laws is variously pronounced ro, no
orfo. We find some of these also in Pyon-han but none in
Chin-han.

(b) In Ma-han we find fourtecen names ending in 2} variously
romanized as 77 or /. Of these fourteen, five arce in gz
Neither of the other groups have these endings.

(& In Pyonhan we find an entirely different arrangement — in-
stead of uniform suftixes we find uniform prefixes.  We find
ten names beginning with Pyén-jin which is peculiar to this
division.

() We tind in Pyon-han likewise three with the unique suffix
mri-dong, '

(¢) In Chin-ban again we find nine ending in Kaxs and five in
Ka-ra which are found in ncither of the other groups.

It scems hardly necessary to say that these cuir not be mere
wincidences. In each group we find at least one con~iderable sct
of endings entirely lacking in either of the others. These endings
mean something.  As the -coln of our Linculn and the -chester
of our Manchester are the remnants of the Latin' Colonin. and
Castra so here the ro, the mri-dong, the pyon jin, the £an and the
ka-ya have generic meanings anc we here have one of the best
possible clues to the origin of those people.

It appears therefore that while there was no such thing as a
Ma-han government or a Pyon-han government or & Chin-han
government the three names are not arbitrary but represent real
lines of damarkation between these three groups of communities,
lines of demarkation which find their cause in the previous history
of those people.

: One or two inferences from -these names may not be out of
place.

We know that since the remotest times the Chinese wher-
ever spoken-and in whatever dialect i3 monosyllabic and therefore
these names stretching out sometimes to six syllables would strong-
ly indicate that the people were not of Chinese origin as has some-
where been intimated. Even in the north where the Korean race
has heen supposed to haveoriginated we can find no such poly-
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svilabie names as these. Tt is seldom that the Manchon, Mongol
or Tartar vames of places exeed two svilables,  On the other
hanwd we find in Japan and in the Polynesian islands a ecommion
nse of sneh polvsvllabie words.

These carly people have Jeft we no Jitemry vemains,  Then
ARG I menments, 1o inseription«—nothing to help us exeepling
tradition and language. It follows thet the main argument in
rezand to the oriin of these people minst he a philolomiead one g
s spaes in lacking here it mist be neserved for o scvonul papor,

1L B, Hulbert.

Nore. Inonder o avoid appannt inconsistema m the marter of
ronnization |1 would sy that all names of places and peoprle
are given ax Korans prononnee them.,  For in<tance instend  of
Tsin for the Chinese dvnasty of that name I have written (i
s that i< the common Korean pronunciation of the wonl, but
as the Chinese character nsmally seeomipanies the term there il

be noconfusion. T would also all attention to the eharacter ©]
which is prononnedd by Konans in three WAVE; a8 O, a5 0 OF si8
o (wmlaut).



BOOK REVIEW.

A new lavk cn Korea has come under our notice. It is—

“Corea the Land of the Morning Calm” by Henry Savage
Landor. We cannot but remark that the word Corea is, or should
be, ol solete and that Korea is the spelling adopted by the treaty
powers and by nearly all others who are in touch with Korean
reatters. In the second place the title, a borrowed one, perpetouies
the blunder made by Mr Lowell of translating Cho-86n by .the’
“Land of the Morning Calm” The character mneans “radiance”
ahd the idea of calmmness does not necessarily enter into the
definition. This character also bas the n ecning of fres/mess bat to
the Korean Che-Son means *“Morning Radiance.”

It is evident that Korea worked strongly on the iragination
of the young artist, for in almost every thing be describes, the
peculiarites and singularities of things Korean are magnified 1o
several times their actual proportions. He cane in cold weather
and finding little evidences of cultivation between Chemulpo and
Sf;xl he says that there are fields only right about the hamlets -
which is a very misleading statement. In speaking of the small size
of Korean horses ke says they bave the £adiz of bending down
until the rider’s feet touch the ground and then backing out from
‘under him. Sorre years of rather intimate acquaintance with the
EKorean harse gives us warrant for saying that here again the
young man’s imagination bas outrun his judgement for neither
he nor any other traveller in Korea has seen this trick played by
a Korean pony for the simple reason tbat it would be a physical
iopossibility. It bardly pays to make a book spicy in this way.
The author should have spent bis time in ascertaining facts rather
than in imaginative excursions like this. In speaking of the cold
m Korea he says, though be never was more than a few miles
north of Seoul,— “There is an average of sixty degrees of frost.”
Putting the freezing point at 32° Fabr. we here find that in
winter there in an aevrage of 28° below zero.- The truth is that
the thermometer has never registered 28° below zero once in the
nmemory of the oldest resident of Seoul. He tells us that in su'nmer
the extrmes of beat and cold in a single day are verv great and -
thaton a sunymer’s day you may be in torrid beat one 1: orzentand
In the next you mnay be in a §now storm. This is rather strong to
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he denominatel exaggeration. The climate of Sevul in approxi-
mately tha®of Philadelphia and there are probably no greater ex-
tremes of heat and cold than in that city.

He says, in speaking of the people, that “yon will find all
over the Kingdom men 98 black as Africans.” Strange that none
of us have cver seen one. We wha live hereseldom see one as
Jdark ns an American Indian while they average about like the
Spaniard in complexion. We can excuse an artist for mistakes in
many things but he should have seme eye for “color.”

_ According to him Koreans wear white hats tied with white
ribbons under thechin. Qur friend was bere while the penple
were in mourning for the Qneen Dowager and he failed to Jearn
that Korean hats are commonly black and only black.

In speaking of women going out on the street at night he
rays—*"Few however avail themselves of the privilege for unfor-
tnnately thereare in Kores many figers and leopands which,
disregarding the early clusing of the city gater, climb with great
case the igh wall and take nightly pereurivations over the town
cating up all the dogs thiey find in their way and «ceasionally homan
beings ” The italics are ours. Never within the knowledge of any
foreigner in Seoul has a tiger been known to enter the city. A
leopard was shot years ago inside the wall but his only depreda-
tions wers on geese and other poultry. Imagine x tiger climbing
twenty five feet” of sheer wall. This isa “Jack and the bean
stalk’’ story utterly withont foundation even in rumor. .

He bears women beating with their “laundering” aticksand
says they are zeshing the clothes, evidently having failed to
ask no explanation of this unique custuin. He even - ventures
1o take up questions of home life in Korea and says that.the
mother is practically a nobody in the bouschold. If onr callow
artist could for an honr sssume the pwsition of & Korean dangh-
terin-law he would think that the mother of the family is
practically everyhody.

He fells us that as he sat sketching one day outside the
gate he he was surrounded by ao int-rested anditoriam. There is
vne good thing about this otherwise ridiculous work and that is
a sketch of some Korean faces. Tbey are clearly superior to
anything of the kind we have seen unlers it be possibly some
faces in Opperts “Forbidden Jand” The pen is said to be
mightier thun thosword byt in thiscase the Lrush is much might-
ier than either. H. B. H.
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KOREAYN INDUSTRIAL EXHIBITION ANXD IMPROVEMENT.

As Korea steps forth upon her career as an independent na-
tion, one of the first and most important of problems to engage
the attention of Government will be the development of natural
resources and the improvement of domestic industries. The first
step will be to ascertain existing conditions, and in other nations a
most efficicnt means for this purpose has been a series of industrial
exhibitions held under the auspices of the government. A pum-
ber of judicious prizes for superior exhibits has the effect of stir-
ring up competition and emulation and raises the general quality
of the product. We should like to see such an exhibition in Ko-
rea, believing it would be of lasting benefit to the country at large.

At present the.staple crop of Korea is rice. Beans, hides,
cotton and sea products figure in the trade reports, but rice at pres-
entis the great production to which the energies of the nation arc
largely devoted. Rice therefore occupies a most serious relation
to the national life. A failure in the rice crop spreads ruin- and
disaster into every walk in life for there is no other production of
sufficient prominence to redeem the disaster. The possibilities of
Korea at this point are many. Take for example production
of raw silk. Japan has done-wonderfully along tgis line, and under
~ her tutelage Korea might find in silk culture ‘a source of great

commercial prosperity. There is every natural facility for it, and
an immense population who could undertake it, without disturb-
ing in any way except for the better the commercial conditions of
the country. Cotton is another staple that might-become one of
Korea’s greatest sources of wealth. The ordinarr Korean cotton
bush is a dwaif from 12 to 20 inches high with a limited number
~of bolls on it, while we krow of cotton having been raised in
Stul from foreign. sced which stood nearly four feet in height in
the bush and bore over thirty five bolls. This may be taken s a

gauge of Korean possibilities in the matter of cotton prxInction.
As an offset to rice much of the present uncultivated land
might be turned to the production: of potatoes and edible beans.
These would prove a valuable article of export and in the years:
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disaster a yrac’ical nafure will conrtantly occur and be jut to a
test. An industrial exhibition will s2rva’to show how fir success

has resulted and encourage to greater offorts and mor2 extensive
expenments.

MR. BAIRD ON ROMANIZATION,

The timely and exhaustive article of M. Baird in onr Mayx
issue, dealing with the question of romanization, has attracted
widespread attention among students-of the Korean langnage.
With kecn and trenchant eriticisn he has exposed the folliss of
the past and sounds a call to reform. The wide diverwz:nee or
treatinent of this subject which has prévailed in the past assures
a most interesting debate. \We welcome it and as far as the
space and aim of the Repository will pernit, will gladly aild i
the elucidation of the matter. Those proposing to discuss thy-
matter however 1ust bear in mind that the one object of discns-
siou is fo secure a settleient of the question upon a basis whic!,
commands the assent of & majority. Criticism which i wholiy
destructive is therefore ruled out of court.

It is out of the question to enter upon a full and comyplete
review of the question, but the following obszrvations appear to
he pertinent. The question is; bow can the symbols in the Eng-
lish Alphabet be made to convey to those unfa‘nitiar with the Ko-
rean languace, the fKorean shunds. it being further stipp\:a..ted
that the system to be proposed is primarily intended for Englisb-
oen and Americans. The issue is thersfore clear cut and well
defined. and a great step is taken towards a settlement. Mr.
Baird further proposzs that the sine gua non is a system of un-
varying sigos, and this he would sxcare by a system of diacritical
marks reinforcing our' English alphalet. ~ * Precision is absolute-
Iy necessary and in order to precision. a standard system of din-
critical marks should be us»1.” Faimess inust concede that Mr.
Paird’s system admirably illustrates this principle. By s»ne Ul
signs made by the help of diacritical marks familiar to those in
tbe babit of nusing Wehster's Dicti~nary, he finds becan represent
most of the molifications of the Korean symbo!s of sound.

It is at this point that the debate will turn, whether so stat-
ed or not. Le this general principle, namely that absolute ac-
curacy is the sine gua nom, be granted and Mr. Baird’s svstem or
one resembling it must be the result. But we find that this
principle has never, so far as our information goes, obtained
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among nations using alphabetic tables of ‘symbols. There is no
alpbabet so far as we know that follows and seeks to represent
alf the aberrations of the colloquial. Whatever may be the case in
syllabaries, so far as an alphabet is concerned absolute accuracy
as to the sound value seencs to have been deemed to lie outside
the possibilitics of a practicable table of symtols. Dutious though
it may seein at first, practicability ratber than precision has been
the cbief principle upon which tables of symbols bave been con-
structed to represent sounds, — practicability with a degree of ac-
curacy. 7Es
On the score of practicability some considerable reduction in
the number of symbols proposed by Mr. Paird appears neces-
. From tbe example afforded by various alphabets—such as
English, Greek, Gerran and Korean—about 25 symbols appear
to be the proper number. The need is a portable system, one
tbat the mind can carry without difficulty, and with the hope of
early reaching in its use a fair degree of skill. For this parpcs=
to exceed to any extent the number 25 means a system curber-
some and eventually impracticable. This difficulty is farther
empbasized by the fact that diacritical inarks to which the in-
crease in Mr. Paird’s system is due are not in general use among
us in our everyday writing, and peitber m:ind ror hand js clever
in their use, vor is the eye familiar with the sight of them. _ And
second the infrequency of our use of romanization would cause
a cumbersome system to slip from inind, thus precluding all
rossibility of comfort in. vsing it :
From these observations it would appear to wus bighbly de-
sirable, and, we might add, necessary 1o a settlement that the
symbols be as few as possible, with tke following general laws or
principles.
(2) Medial consonants as a rale to be bardened. .
(2) A diacritical nark to be used only in the case of ©]
where it appears to be a.necessitv.
(3) Euphonic changes to be left to private judgement.
(4) Tbe separate-syllables comnposing a word to be by-
phenized.
(5) Y of conpound vowels to be dropped in syllables the
initial of which i3 )& or & or n.odifications of samne.

A
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THE TREATY OF PEACE.

The Treaty of Pence signed at Shimonoseki April 17 by the
Chinese and Japanese Plenipotentiaries is an interesting docu-
ment. The Peking and Tientsin Times of May 18, in a supple-
ment gives in fall the papers that passed between them. Wao
reproduce the discussion on the independence of Korea.

JAPAN'S FIRST DRAFTY.

Article I, China recognizes definitively the full and com-
plete independence and autonomy of Korea, and in conseqnence
the payment of tribute and the performance of ceremonies and
formalities by Korea to China in derogation of such independence
and autonoiny, shall wholly ceas: for the future— Agrdf 7st.

CHINA'S REPLY.

The Chinese Government somme months ago indicatel its
willingness to recognize the full and complete independence and
guarantee the complete neutrality of Korca.and is ready to insert
such a stipulation in the Treaty: but in due reciprocity. such
stiﬁulation should likewise be made by Japan. Hence the Articie
will require to be modified in this respect.

Ou Apnl 6th. the Chinese Plenipotentiary is asked to forin-
ulate bis regly.

CHINA'S COUNTER DRAFT.

Article 1. China and Japan recognize definitely the full
and complete independence and autono:uy and guarantee the
cowplete neutrality of Korea. and it is agreed that the inter-
ference by either in the internal affairs of Korea in derogation of
such autonomy or the performance of core'nonies and fornalities
by Korea inconsistent with such independencs, shall wholly ceas2
for the future. Apri/ 9.

- JAPAN'S REPLY.

Article I. The Japanese Plenipotentiaries find it necessary
‘to adhere to this Article as originally presanted to the Clines2
Plenipotentiary. April ro.

NOTES AND CCMMENTS.

The banquet given on the 6thiost. by the Ministers of State
to the diplo:natic crops and foreizn residents of Seoul was the
largest and most brilliant entertain:nent ever given in the Cap-
ital. The occasion was the public declaration of the independ-
ence of Korea. The public offices and government schools were
closed. The extensive and’ beautiful grounds i the Eastern
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Palace were given by ‘His Majesty for the occasion. The day
was perfect. The guests assembled at two o'cleck in the large
two story pavilion. Here they - were received by the Miuister of
Poblic Works, Kins Ka Chin, the Prime Minister, Pak Chung
Yang and the Minister of Foreign Affairs, Kim Yun Sik. Tbhe
flags of the Treaty Powers were floating in the air; freetinge
and congratulations were hearty on all sides; the company stroll-
ed tbrough the grounds and acrors the beautiful artificial
lake; the royal guards in their new uniforins attracted attention.
An elaborate bauquet was prepared to which ample justice was
done. The Royal String Band rendered some choice music,
which we fear our ears were not the only ones unable to ap-
preciate; danceis executed graceful movements: the Ministers of
State and the Diplomatic crops drank to tke health of His Ma-
Jesty, the Kirg and all united in good wishes for long life and
prosperity for the Sovereien State of Korea.

On the 15t". of May the people by order of the govern-
meent doffed white, the symbol of purity, received we suprese
from China, for black the symbol of: ?

We frankly confess our imability to anpraciste this lesislation
in dress especinlly on the color lire. We s2e reusons why the
policeman should have leather shoes instead of straw sandals or
wooden clogs; the double breasted brass buttoned coat of. Davy
blae properly supplants the disreputable blouse; the sword at
his side inspires confidence and respect, taking away the hang-
dog air 8o noticehle last fall and winter: the stesple bat, even,
has a legiti nat> right, tho.not from an aesthelic stand point, o
rewain, for the top-knot, the glory of Korean maubood has not
been removel. Rut why sbould the official, scholar, butcher:
baker anl candlestickmaker be comnpelle to chang: the color of
1i8 coat to suit the whiu of the government? We were.in-
formed that a few arres's of delinqusnts were made by over-
zealons policemen.

We wish it distinctly understood we are not aiming in these

to note the wonderful things that do not take place in Korea
ionr space is limited) nor to give currency to the rumors and
canards afloat. Were this our purpose we should have told our
readers in our last issue why the railrond scheme between Chemul-

and Seoul fell to the nd ; that-on the 9th. of May 20000
ussian soldiers landed at ﬁ;):nsan and that in cousequence there
Was great excitement not to say suppressed joy in the Palace. In
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this number we should give an account ot tiie ovations and lectures
vn  civilization and kindred subjects a Korean with the aid of s
foreigner was going to deliver in Chong No on May 25 to 27t
we should give much space to the simple fact thai the Primo
Minister, Kim Hong Chip resigned on- .-{,Iay 27 and on June 1~t,
the Minister of Education, ’ak Chung Yang, was appointed ix
his place.. We will say the plot to assassinate Count nouye, dis-
cussed at length - in the editorial columns of 2 recent number of
the japan Mail, was unknown to us, and members of the Japanese
Legation had not beard of the plot unti) they saw it in print.

Prince Yi ChyunYong convieted on the charge of treason
wag sentenced to ten year’s banishment on the island of Xyo Donc.
He left the city on Mayv 16. This island has a population ol
severnl thousand, but the prince is dlosely confind (o the <mall
one room hut built, we understand, for bis especial accommodation.

The people of Pyeng Yang are still looking for the return of
the Chinese braves to their city and this keeps some from e whing
back from’the country whither they fio] Jast suamer.  The Gor.
vernment has given publie notice that peace betw een the warrin
countries has been proclaimed, but the penple insist they receiviad
that bit of news frum the Japanese and that it eannot be reliead
upon.

Count Tnouye left Seoul for Jupan on leave of absenes: the
7th. inst.

Births. In Wonsan, May 13 the wife of Rev. W. L. Swal-
len, of a son.

In Seoul, June 4, the wife of Dr. C. C. Vinton, of a son.
In Fusan, June—the wife of Dr. (.. H. Irvin of a son.

Arrivals. On June 3rd. J. Hunter Wells y.p. from Portland
Oregon to unite with the Presbsterian Mission North.

Can it truc? A Korcan from the Whang Hai province ar-
rived in Seoul, just as we were making np the final forms, with
the strange story that a Tong Hak leader in that provinee when
<aptured recently was charged with and eonfessed the murder of a
forcigner. The deed was done three yeurs ago. The Rev. F. S.
Miller has been requested by the fireigu representatives here to
visit the place of the allesed munder und make a_thorouzh in-
vestigation.  The resulr will be awaited with much interest.
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Rev. W D. Revnolds, recently returned from a seven weeks trip to
Chulla Do. writes, *Otder has been restored and agriculture and trade re-
sumed all through the Province The Governor has started on a fitty days
tour of the Province to assure the people that the recent disturbances were
at 1:: end. and urge them 10 putin their crops and setile down quieily to
wOrk. .

The Kang Wha troops, left in Chun Ju as a gamison after the suppres-
sion of the Torg Haks last winter havebeen urdered to return -quietly in
groups of two or three to Kang Wha: but perhaps 200 soldiers will remawn
in Chun Ju for a while longer. The Japanese troops wh accompanied the
Korean forces won yzolden opinions from the people by their strict discipline
and blameless conduct. The contemptuous term ’a-_‘&("jap lellow’’) has

iv lace to the inoffensive © “Japanese™
given pla i iV 4(‘).!(13 )

The untrust s orthiness ot Korran rumor was amusingly illu-trated in a
report that reached Chun Ju in April, that the Japanese had been unterly
routed in China and the flying remnant bemng hotly pursued by the Chi-
nese troops down through Korea. Seonl was saidto be already in prssession
of the Chinese and a fleeing bady of 400 Japanese were expected to reach
Chun Ju daily. Then the reposts changed. shphtly(?) and rumor had it that
250 Japarese troops were on rowte to Chun Ju to introduce and enforce
reforms. Well at Iast thev écame!-—— 7io imoffensive Japanese merchants,
mirrors, soap, cigareites and such like formidable articles! They have open- °
ed shop on the principal street. and are do'ng a thriving business,

Chun Ju has literally passed throngh the fire since the Tong Haks firs:
captured the citv in May of last year. The Government triops under Genes-
al Hong arrived shortly afierwards and took np positi n on the Feights of
Oan san, just on tre edge of the ‘city to the south we t. Dwing the baitle
which ensued, by the General s order the soldiers fired all the houses outside
the wall from the Sonth to the West Gate—so that wellnigh hall the
city is still in ruins. A Fair was opened in Chun Ju last month to assist the
people in rebulding but the prospect was deridecly un:romising. What the
fires did not consume the Tong Haks devoured for ey reéntered Chun Ju
soon after General Hong's triumphant return to Seonl and 1emained in pos-
st_!ils-ioa till last November, beating, robbing. plundering at their own sweet
wi

Since their final expulsion and suppression last November the ring-
leaders and active parnticipants in the Tong Hak lawlessness and rebellion
have been.arrested and numbers exccuted People who joined the move-
ment -from fear or compulsion ‘but were not guilty of vinlence and ¢rime,
are left unmolested; but the strong merciless arm of the law is bared again-
st all criminals. On nearly every market day this spring, a squad of sold-
iers might be seen filing thn ugh the market escorting one or more doomed
criminals; presentlv the crack of a rifle woukl ring out on the airand an
otber Tong Hak had met his fate.

The telegraph line dssiruyed last year by the Tong Haks, has been
restored only as far as Kong Ju. Along the road hetween 20 and g0 /isouth
of Kong Ju, several villages were ut:e: ly detroved last fall during skirmishes
between thé insurgent and Government trovps. It was pleasant to note that
by the first of May several large comfortalile houses had sprung from the
ashes of one village, in which not a hcuse was standing the last of "March.’

LY
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“The Korean News™ May 15th says that ‘the foreign missionaries at
S&ul are much alarmed at the revocation of the edjcts forbidding Buddhist
priests to enter the Capital. Assisted by Japan, Baddhism, the missionarics
fear, will now make great progress and temples and pagodas spring u;p
every where.” The repert of this “alarm™ is news to us. We had not met any
evidence ol it. Viewing the action ef the Korean Government in rovoking
the prohibitive edicts as presaging a purpose 10 refuse the use of the powers
of government 10 suppress or interfere with, the right of privae judeemen:

in the matter of religion the general feeling as far as we know is an,tinng
but alarm.

The prospectus of Aorean Games, a work by Stewart Culin Director
of the Museum of Archaeo'ogy and Palaeontology of the University of
Pennsylvania, with a commentary by Frank Hamulton Cushing, Ethnoloy.
ist Jlureau of American Ethnology, Washington, has reached Kureix. A
copy of the same has been furnisked us by W. H. Wilkinson Esq. H. B. Ni's
Vice-Consul at Chemulpo who contributes to the work. From this prospec-
tus we learn that the work will consist of a volume of 200 pages limited
to an edition of 550 n'umbered copies, price $5.00gold a volume.

Dr. Landis kindly furnishes us with the following note, evidently the
tirst historical reference to the Mariner's Compass. * In the journal of Su
King who was sent as ambassador to Korea in 1122 A. D., it is stated that
he left Ningpo and proceded by sea to Korea He describes the compass
as a floating needle which was used 10 siecr by on dark nights and cloudy
days. Usually the course was guided by the stars, but when they were jnvis-
ible recourse was had to the compass.”

The Rev. Y. Honda D. ). of Tokio visited Seosd on his return from
Manchuria. On the 2gth ult. ke delivered in the Pai Chai College chapel 1o
a larpe audence of Korvans. an instructive address on his experiences as
chaplain while with the Second Army.

May 30th 1895 being Decotation Day, the anniveisary was obsesved in
a fitting manner at Chemulpo. The vbservance-of the day was initiated by
Capt. New of the U. S. 5. Detrvit who larded a body of 50 men and mar-
ched to the Foreign cemetery. There the graves of all Americans had been
already Jecoiated with ever-greens and potted planis by the men of the
Detroit. Arrived at the Cemetery the m.n were drawn upin platoon and
the Captain introduced His Excellency the American Minist: r Resident who
offered prayer and addressed a few appr priate remarks to the company.
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The first lapanese war-vessel 10 appedr in Clemulpo b 1hicr sin: e Julv
1894 is the Zswdueka Aun, which arrived May 25b. The Zswdwia is noted
for her connection with the Nuirer incident at Kobe, and the capture of the
Yiksan.

The frst Chinese war-vessel 10 appear in i Kovean port since the artive
operztions of the war called them elsewhere was the gunboat Chen- Fas,
which drepped anchor off Cliemulpo May 25th. From her Commander Na ny
} n-hsiao we Jearn that she brought over from Chefoo 32 memters of the
~hip-wrecked crew of a Korean junk. This junk belonged 1o Cher-ju (Quel-
part) and loundered somewhere on the coast of China, three persons Josing
their lives in the disaster. The Clen-Far al:o bicught over Mr. Min Boay:
«"hél, special messenger 10 present His Majesty’s congratulations to the Em-
press Cowazer of China on her 61st. birthday; Mr. Yi Sung-sn Korean Con-
sul at Tientsin; and Mr Yi Yu-jia Secretary.

-Departures. Sunday May 26th. 1895. from Chemuelf o, Mr Luhrs con
rected with E. Meyer & Co. Messrs Chinda, Consul and Eitaki ¢/ Con-
sul for Jaran at Chemulpo, ;

It is possible that His Royal Highness Prince We Wi.a may ‘or a shurt
time visit America.

The preiiminary steps for the organization of a national postal -and 1el-
iegraph system for Korea are being taken by the government.

Mr H. V. dos Remedios has accepted a post in the Department for
Foreign Affairs,

Mr. and Mrs. Carl Wo'ter arrived in Chem lpo on May joth.

In the Nam Yang magistracy a wali may be secn encircling like a
chaplet t: e brow of one of its steepest mountains. Last vear when the Tong
Haks were threatening an invasion of this province, the men of three vii-
Iages in Nam Yang speni the month of Aug, and Sept. in con tructing this
wall. Weapons they had none. But rn the mobntain peak were many Joose
stones and they declared it their intention in case the Tong Haks came, to
fiee with their families to this mountain fort and there they hoped with vol-

leys of stones to be able to repel the invaders so long asthe top i the
mourtain held out. D.L G.



