THE KOREAN REPOSITORY,

SEPTEMBER, 1£98.

MISSIONARY WORK AMONG WOMEN.

FTHE following report of Mrs. Scranton was given st the
: Annual Meeting of the Methodist Epizcopa} Mission -and
i» of such interest we reproduce it entire.—]g..q. K R.

In taking & look backward through the year just at its close,
we readily perceive many things for which we have reason’ to
render praise and thaoksgiving, but, we must at the same time
confess that the hopes and expectations of a year ago have not been
altogether realized. One year ago we fond(ye?:elievtd that our oft
tepeated cry for help was about to be heeded, and with the needed
re-enforcement we fgﬂy expected to.make advances-on many lives
which single handed could not be undertaken. 'Anxious days and
months have passed; the year has closed ; the new missi has
not come, and much of the work we hoped to do remains undone.

There has been very little change in our methods of work
in the Tal Church and vicinity. Every day has seen som'e-
thing attern many of the dayshave witnessed results apparently -

Since last Annual Mecting 42 women have received the
ordinance of baptism ; 25 of whom have been admitted tofull mem-
bership in the charch. Forty-nine others have given me their
pames as those who wish to “study the doctrine,” making an-in-
crease of 91. y

We are also obliged to record losses. Two of our members
have become Romanists. One ot these left us much against her
own will. With tears rolling down her withered cheeks she said
her husband and daughter-in-law would no longer permit her fo
attend our services, they had taken away from ber our books, and
replaced them by the publications of the Romanists, and hence-
forth she was not to be numbered with us. We have crossed the
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longer bere. One of these was a young woman for whom we had
hoped much. She was unfortunately yoked to a worthless hus-
band, and the father-in-law and the mother-in-law were not much
‘better. The gupport of all depended almost entirely upon the
young wife. She was obliged not-only to work liard, bat had
-also to endure beatingsand abiuse of various kinds from her drunken
Jhusband, She came to see me and begged to be permitted to
Jeave him. I counseled (probably unwisely), more patience und
lounger endurance. Fora time she bravely tried ; then she caine
agsin, and still I said “wait, and pray much, perbaps uiter a little
more trial apd bardship you will win the entire family to Cbrist.”
She was, bowever, soon forbidden to core to us, and compelled
to take up work in a temple, prepare offerings for sacrifice, and do
-other notk which she felt to be a sin. Some four or five months
ago sha made me ber last visit, and said, “don’t seek for me any
more. This work I must do. .1 shall probably go to bell,
il can’t be helped. - - :
Death has also ciamed two of our faithiul ones. When dear
ol! Nzrey Kim died, we called it great lose. It seemed very bard
to think we should no’more see ber bappy shising face with ns.
We bhave, bowever, learned to Jook upon her removal in a diff2rent
'spirit. She was tL.e only one of ber family wbo bad any interest
iu religion, but with ber latest breath she besought her son, as she
hiad many times before, to become a Christian. He yielded tothe
last entieaty, and came to usat vnce asking that bis mother might
have Curistian burial. From that time until the present, wo have
‘1ot known bim to be absent from a single service either on the
Habbath or on week days. He has becone s most earnest Chris-
tisu. His voice is frequently heard in prayer and the closing worls
i tremulous tones often are: “Will Ged permit me to see the facs
of my w:other again, in Heaven,” His wife and childven are also-
nmubered with us, The fawily are now united, though one bua
pussed from the sigbt of mortal eyes.

We have reason to believe that the woen of our Tal Sung
‘Charch are true Christiane. - There arc those among us who are
far frow being all we would like to bave  them, but a najonity, as
far a8 we can judge, a:e living consistent lives. They are wost
“faitbfal in their atiendarce upon our repular chuteh services, olten
packing-our little chapel to its utinost cap-city, whetber the sun
“shines or the clouds lower. Not many Sundays ago whan the
Tain was falling in torrents, the pastor remarked, ‘“we shall huvo
150 congregation. to-day,” but tkat same wornivg 50 woen knelt
at the Connnunion table and s goodly numle: of otbers wers in
‘tbe audence. Our women do fully their patt toward paymmg the
Tunning expenses of the church. The last year has been an ex<
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ceedingly trying one on account of the scarcity and high price of
rice. There has been mu ‘h suffering aming us, bot evan the very -
poorest almost always brings her offering.  Peraaps in some in-
stances it is only the filth'pan of a cent, but 1 am sare that Jesus,
sitting over against the treasury, bas said of them, “They have
done what theycould.” One old woman was remonstrated with
by her sov for coming to the church throngh the dark and nccer-
taih ways of our- streets without a lantern. Her reply was, “I
mouzt have the candle movey for the collection.” :

The Sunday School attendence is also good. We bave an
average on the wemen’s side, of over 100. Somefimnes we bave.
bad too mary to get into the chapel and thev have stood outside
windows and doors, greatly to their own discomfort, a< well as to
that of those who were within.

We have added one new department of chureb work during
the year—the Epworth League. The vonun:z woman’s branch of it
numbers 15 or more. One night in the month thev sit in silence
behind the curtain and are instructed and crtertainedhby their has-
bands and brothers. 'The remaining evenings they meet by them-
selves, and 1 am glad to say that they are spending part of their:
time in teaching some of their number to rend. 1 wish to ac-
knowledge my indebteduess 10 Mra. Sherman for her valuable
assistance in this departwent of work, and alsy for help given in
the womur’s mectings, and Sunday School. She bas done much
to lightew my burdens. At present she is obliged to use an inter—
preter, but even under this dificalty her «fforts have been suc-
cessful.  When I leave the evuntry for my year of absence I shall.
go with a Ii%hter heart because Mrs. Sherman is here.

TheTal Sung Koung Day School hss had a year of compar—
ative prosperity. Our numbers-at one time reached 16, which is.
all our little room onght to accommodate. On account of the-
muliiplicity of other duties, 1 have been unable to give as much

-time to this school as it nceds. Some wecks I have given them
five hours, some weeks {wo.or three, and ethcr 1imes there has.
not beca a minute 1o spare them. Mrs. Cobb gave ns a few days
in the spring which the girls highly apprecisted. Our Enmoun
teacher, Lucy Alderman, does as well as she can, bit cften feels
much disconraged because she has go little assistance from the-
foreigrer.  Sonie of the pupils nre auxious to study English, but.
in orCer to dothis sucecssful‘_v they must have the foreign teacher.
I hope matters will be so arranged at this meeting that the schonl
will have more supervision and better care in the future than it
has had in the past. Several of our girls are geod little Christians.
Some have received haptism during the year, and two have been
admitted to full membership in the church. .
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In all the work attempted or accomplished during the year,
I have becn greatly assisted by my Bible women. ‘They have
always been rendy to follow 6ut my plans and directions as far as
they were able. Beside the three regularly employed by the
Woman’s Foreign Missiona~y Society, five sdditionsl oncs Lave
been granted me Ly the British and Foreign Bible Society. There
has been no diffeulty in finding work enough for all, in fact &
much larger nomber could he profitably employed. Mre. Drusila
Ni has omtinued her work as before, namely, has tauglt in the
<compound such sscometons. Mrs Sarsh Kim and Mre. Hannah
Chung have becn 1rom house to house teaching the eatechi-m and
giving ruch other instruction as hus sermed necessars.  Sorah s
in great demond tor the visitation of the sick. She goes about
the work firmly believing that the “prayer of faith will rave the
sick” and east out the devils. There is ot a fune she cun sing
correctlv, but this make no differcnce to her, end apparently none
to her hearers. She exercises all the gift she basin this purticulax
with great enthusissm and delight, and s there are oft 1cpeated
iencom;, I judge her efforts are properly appreciated by those who

isten.

The five women allowed me by the Britith and Foreign
Bible Bociety give most of their time to work in the country,
This work has been very hard for them during the winter. The
Korean teacher unaccompanied by a foreigrer does not slways
meet with a kiondly reception, but our women are winning their
way ard are now being solicited to virit many plaes. Fhey walk
from viliage to village carrying their buidles of books, and seat-
tering the good secd of the kirgds m whencver they find opportusi-
tics They have twu or three times covered circuits of 150 wiles,
They are o'ten compelled to ford stresms, climb mountains, and
have cerasiomally gotten into districts where it was difficult to get
a sufficient smount of food. But they never manife-t discourage-
mment. “The Jove of Christ constraineth them.” They scem truly
1o long to biing their sieters who have been Jess favered than
themeelves to a knowledge of Chiist.  One of thum in telling me
some of the experiencrs throngh which she had passed, mentioned
the fuct that on the journey her fcet had become very sore and
much swolkn, but she e2id she remembered that the Savior's feet
were pivreed with naile, and she was glad to go on to do His work.

‘A he reports which these women bring me from time to time
are enccurnging. ] hey bave prevailed upon quite a number to
iake down their fetiches, and give up ancesteral worship, and pray
to the true Giul only.  They are endeavoring alss to awaken am-
bitions in the miuds of the women in regard to learning to 1eud,
and are succecding—in somc instances. One woman whose work
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i= in the villages not far distant from Seoul has already brought
several into the church, and from the examinations [ bave given
ithem, I am convinced ste is doing ber work well. I am thank-
ful, most thankful for the Bible women, and believe they will be
more and more useful. - _

Ax for myself, 1 have sadly neglected the country work dar-.
ing the year. Message after message from many towns and
v'.;flnges has been sent, urging_me to come and tvach, but the work
i Seoul has been so great and no absorbing it hes seemed impos-
. sible to leave it. 1 have made on2.visit only 10 the section at the

couth over whicli I bave liad rominal supcrvision. At that tiwe,

although T rove nearly 400 miler in my sedan chair, and was
absent about one month, I still failed to visit many points to
which I had been invited. I think there is scarcelv 2 town or
village in all that region where the teacher would not be welcomed.
I do not menn by this that everybody is ready to recrive the
Gospel, but they are ready to listen, and among the attentive Jis-
tencrs, some alm. st-always are convineed.

One day at a little village where my chair-bearers stop
for a few minutes rest, I was as usual immediately surrounde | by
a curious crowd.  Among them were some p :riicolarly nice hok-
ing olil women wLo were most urgent in their requests that we
would stay with them for two or three days and tcach them »ll
abont 1his doctrine of which they had for the first time heard.
One of them snid, “I am seventy vears old. I shall probably
gocn die, and I wish to know the Heaven sure going r.ad.” [t
scemed dreadinl that we could Dot remain, but our appointments
called ns elsewhere, and we left them still to grope in darkness
and uncertaiuty.

There have been some sovere persecutions in the south during
the last few mouths. ‘I'h2 people have becn more than ever op-
pressed, and in greater poverty than we have ever known them,
but after all th2 only real obstacle in the way of the saccess of
Christixpity, is the lack of a sufficient force of missionaries. We
fully belicve that the presence of the foreigner would be the means
of averting many of the evils which now exist; but even if this
did not ¢c.me to pass, surly many of these poor people who are
now 60 “weary and heavy Jaden,” would lezrn where to goto find
rest unto their sounls.”

Daring our trip we visited nearly all of the places where
the work had previously been org:nimg. The women seemed- to
be bolding on to the Jittle light and truth which they hrd form-
erly received, but they are very young children in understanding.
And, how could we expect them to Le otherwise? Only a few of
them are able to read, and, according to the customs of the coune
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try, it is not proper for them to attend services where 1o separate
‘room has been ppen:mdedforihem. b { mredo!some:'p:hem

ftheydndnot “agk their lmsbands at_home” about. these
things, but the only sptisfactory conclusion I could tome to from
their replies, was, tlnt the men were go very busy tryu-g to save
their own souls they found little time to devote to the ignorant
women. As I saw the condition of tlu m all this svathern
region. my heart was hurdened and pained as never hefore. How
long, oh gow long must these things be’ It ceems as if the mis-
sionarics in Korea are working up to the limit of the'r time, and
some I know . work far beyond their strenath,  Ought tlxcv to
attennpt more? At least two missionary Indic should be rent at
once to this portion of 4he field. If this is not done, mll it be
gimply a mistake, or does it become a crime?

When we succeed in training our little oses to grow and
thrive on once or twice feeding in a twelve month, we may then
expect our spiritual children to come to the “full stature of Wo-
men in Christ Jesus, npon the few crumbs they veceive at the
time of the oceasional visits of their teachers. T hope, and earn-
estly pray, that the day will s 1ly come when the church at
home will hear, and heal the Savior’s thrice repeated command,
“Feed my lambs.”

M. F. SCRANTOX.
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SKETCHES OF A HERO.

HE history and character of the first king of tbe reignicy
dynasty, as will be easily understood, possess great ig-
terest to the average Korean, Conimonly referred to as

Tai-jo, (i.e. Great Founder) or more affectionately as A-Tui-jo
(i e. Our Great Founder) nie stands out in hisiory with a ragged
nd allructive personality, He was born in the prefectars of
X0ng-heang in the province of Ham Kybng, in Lhe year 1333,
J1e wus a descendent of Yi Han, treasurer ot the realm of Silla,
whose wife; Lady Kim, was of the dangbters of tke royal bouse,
The uncestral bome of the family was Chdn-ju, capital of the
moideln province ol North Chulls, the residence of Tai-j’s im-
mediate ancestors in the north being due to their having become

. involved in the political troubles of the tives and having met

with banisbment. In this northern region the fainily becama
very prominent wilitarily and Tai-jo in bis young days received
amoug the tiger bunters and rough monntaineer warriors of the
north & training which miade bia a famous soldier. His ambi-
tion awoke early, He aspired 10 become more than the knight
with a thousand spears, and his dreams soared to the scepter of
a reformer and the tbrone of a king. When a boy it is said he
had & dream in which there appeared to bima supernatural
being who presented him with s yard stick of gold and com-
manded bim to usa it to make straight the affairs of the nation.
Latex on there appeared before his door a stranger who pro-

‘duced & book which be said be bad obtained from the besrt of

& boulder on - Mt. Chi-ri in Chulla. This be said contained a
propbecy that it should be given to the **son of & tree” who was
to-revive the glory of the three frincipulities in which Korea was
avciently divided. He therelor -presented tbe book to Tai-jo
as the oue indicated, for his family pawe Yi R is composed

of the character for son 7R~ under the obaracter for tree,
We may well believe that-these incidents fired the smbition and
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faith of the young man, until be finally laid hold of the scepter
and ascended the thmne of Korvea.

It is not my intention to give a connected account of the
life of Tai-jo, but rather to present a few skeiches which way
throw some light npon tiiwes bis and his relation to then:.

The principalily of Szmg-amg. It is generally supposed that
the territories now beld by the Crown of Korea were conquered
and unified under Wang-gdn, founder of the Korea dynasty in
the teuch ceptnry. This was true only to a crrtain extent. The
present elaborate system of a cantrl supervision by the Throne,
which by :eans of agents and appointees is felt to the far-
thest confines of the empire, had nut yet been developed. I'he
provincial territories were rather under the sway of feudal lords
who, tho holding their lards as fiefs cf the Crown, enjoyed a
dagree of independence. These fiefs reseiubled the dymniates of
Japan and were really bereditary. Amcng them were scine
which-wera virtoally indepenlent principalities, baving either .
never acknowledged the sway of the Song-do c.urt, or else had
revolted and become independent. Among thia latter class of
revolted lords was one pained Chuo-Heui whose Jands lay in
what is now Hamn Kydng. Hb took for the name of bis prinei-
pality Sung-eang, and was left unmolested, for s number of years.
Among the chief supporters of Lord Cho was Yi Whan jo, grand
father of Tai-jo. He was a man of commanding influence and
the goveruor of a thousand families About this time the Korean
King was endeavoring to dicengage himself from. the ruin which
was slowly overtaking the Mongol dynasty in China and the
lords of Sang saig beleiving'the time ripe for a return to the
ancestral allegiance to Song do, selected Whan-jo as their en-
voy to effect the reconciliation. He reached the Korean court
m the year 1355, His fame bad preceded him and the object
of bis mirsion ale him a welco ue guest. He met with the
most distingaished consideration’from  King Kong-min, and his
mission proved eminently successful. The old grievances were
forgiven, the lordsol Sung sang were admitted among the feada-
tories, and their territoties erected into the North Rast Canton
(Tong-puk-mydn), and Whan-jo placed in command of its mili-
tary forces six years Jater (1861). This nost he filled bat a shert
tine forhe died the sawe year. It said that when the news of
this event reached the court thy King was filled with consterna-
tion, for Whao-jo was the support of  the Threne in the north

and the popular was, *‘where will cow be found & man
for the north ?” 2o

The times of Taijo. But the popular uncertainty as to
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whether there wasa man life in the north cantonrent was
soon answered. The Whan-jo was succeeded in his niilitary
pest by Tai-jo who sprmng immediately into great prominensn
n the Bong-do court. The times were congenial to a nan of
his teinperament. Both in Eorea and China corfosion reigned
sapreme. The orce all powerful Mongol dynasty, whichin the
days of Genghis and Kublai had beld the Asiatic world in the
iron grip of militarism,' bad become effete and effen inate thro
exces:¢s of luxary, avd its power was already on the wane.
Korea had sel-cted this opportunity to atteropt to shake off the
Mongol yoke but the wori of subjugation had been so thorongh
it was not easily accomsplished B+ placing Mongol privcesses
on the throne as the cobsorts of the kings the Yuen dvnasty
bad incured such an infusion of Mongol blood it to the Kcrean
royal line, that the kings were more Mongol than Korean. At
the same time there had grown up in Korea a favorable
to Mongol supremacy, which surroun led the king and con-
trolled bis actions; By their plots and intrigneb tbey kept the
Kcrean world in a tormoil and added to the confusion of affairs.
Tbe first act of the king was to forbid the Mongol coiffure
which bad been imposed on Korea from Peking, This was im-
mediately followed by the revolt of the royil favorite, Cho- 1ksin,
who havirg attained bis power by baving bren the king's con:-
proion in Peking bad ou bis return to Korea made the king a
prisoner and usurped the admipistration. Cho was scon aver-
thrown and killed. Che, however, was succeeded by Xi-Ci 8!, a
relative of the Korean lady wbo became a Mongol empress,
Ei bad been placed in power in Korea by the Mongcl emperor,
ani so oppressive did he become that it was only by braving the
wrath of bis cozeraia and killing the Mongol favorite that the
king obtained bis liberty. These twe incidents are but ¢amples of
the rtate of affairs which prevailed when tho Founder appearsd
on the scene and became an actor in it. Intrigoes, plots, aseae-
sinations, and execations were tbe usual order of the day, and
all who surrounded the royal person stood continually in the
presence of viclent deatb. ke

The Red Head Rebels. The Mongol dynasty was then
enﬁaging in its deatb struggle. The peaceful people of China bad
endured their savage rule to the point of revolt and now the iu-.
evitatls a; peal to King Rebellon took place: A ong the most
;'_onui-l;’.;le of ltxlam revolts was that which ::anve& x(tls n;;;
rom the rod bats worn as a distinguishi and w
£Zve to its participants the name of the Iﬂnﬁm 'Tre
inoveruent becan:es) gerious that the Mongol emperor lesied un
his Korean vassal and in 1354 an army of Koreans under tsvo

-
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2encrals, Yo-Tak and Choi Ydng, were zent to aid China.. They
particirated in the partial successes of the Mongols, but Korea
was soon called upon to pay a heavy price for her folly
in attewpting to prop up the falliog throne of the Yuen dynasty.
The course of the rebelbon soon took a turn in favor of the Red
Heads and their chief, Chang-sa-e0ng, evea went so far as to serid
an envoy to the Korean court. The reception could not have
been a friendly one, for the rebels baving captured Peking, im-
mwediately dispatched a force of 3,000 troops into Korea. They
devastated the country as far as Pyeng Yang, which they seiz-d
and occupied. The ?oree of rebels was insufficient to bold it
and they were compelled to retreat before the troops onder
Genersls An-u and Yi Pang-sil sent against them by King
Rong-win. They soon returned ' bowever 20,000 sirong with
their most famous leader at their head and easily swept oune
side the Korean forces under An-u and ca:ne oa a rapid march
sgainst Songdo. The first pews of the peril was the appearance
of the shattered remnants of An-u’s army under the of the
capital. ' The cry, ““the terrible red-heads are upon uvs,” rose
throughout the city and spread terror and consternation every
where, and a mania of fear took possession of the bearts of the
people.  Theking with a few fol owers fled south while a general
stampede of the inhabitants took place. The day wore into nicht
whi :h increased the terror of the peaple. The roads beca: e swol-
len torrnts of human beings, who, in their frenzy to escape trod
each otber £> death in the streets of the city. The great gites
cf tha city were urequal to the strain and t_;bb'?;ople poured
over the walls careless of life and limb and only seeking to esca
from the terrible red beads. Throughout tbe day snd night
there rose above the city a dull roar. a mingled volae <f curses,
imprecations, groans, and cries for pity and belp, swelling into
one terrible strain, “the rrd heads,”? *‘the red heade.”” When the
rebelsarrived they found that tbe terror of their name had made
the Korean capital their i :

Early tbe pext year, bowever, vicorons measures weie in-
avguiatec to redeem the disgrace of tbat insane abandonment
of the national capital ; an ariny nnder various generals, but es-
preizlly the Dynastic Fou: der, An-u and Chang Sei-un, marched
to therescue. Tai-jo was followed by two thousand of Lis bardy

.nonben;régle and fought with valor and desyeration, The
Red Head chief. Kwan, wasin personal cor-wand at be Syung-
in Gate with the flower of his ariny. Taij’s trcops fell tpon this
g:te with savage vigor snd after a sharp struggle it was carzied
a~d »n rntrance effect- d. No guarter war shown and the slaugh-
ter was eotething iemble. luside ti.e yate the contending
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troops became a stroggliog, swaying, confused mass of frantie
e, thbireting for blood, and plying aze and sword and spear
and mace until the road became mudly with blool, and men
stumbled to death over the corpees of the slain, Tai-jo, clad in
foll armour and wounted on a balf-wild war-borse, fought bis
way into the city and became involved in a sericus conflict with
beavy odds. Skilled in tbe use of the sword be struex home
every tinie and wany of bis foes bit the dust never to rise, He
was slowly forced to the edge of the city wall where finally toes-
capethes en be lashed his horse intoone mad effort and the
beast took the plunge over the wall and down into the vlain
twenty-five feet below. It iseaid that the last king of tbe
Maimelukes to escape from his Turkish cor querors, plunged
over tbe wall of Cairo fifty feet into the plain beneath and es-
caped anburt He bad a prototype in Tai-jo, for rider and
borse both landed unburt at tbe base of the Sonpgdo wall and
again made their way ioto the city and resummed the fight. But
the foe bad been forced out of the city and was already in will
flight to the porth, The bouors of the day, however, rested on
the banvers of Tai-jo, for bis warriors bad inflicted tbe heaviest
slaugbter upon the foe, their dooghtiest generals bad fied before
bim, and among the spoils be captared was found the great
seal of state of the Mongol dyrasty, which had once 1 en
wielded by Kublai and Gerghis Kban.

An anecdote. From this time the services of Tai-jo becs e
mwore avd more in dewand. His next campaign was a border
one. Thougb Korea had heen relieved of fces w'thin ber bord-
ers, she was constantly barassed by border raiders. Ainong the
bravest and most successful of these raiders was one na:wwed
Nap-cbul, whoee depredations assumed the dimensions of an
invasion, for at the brad of a large forse be penetrated to Hong-
won and established headguarters there.  Tai-jo immediataly
marched against biw with 600 picked warriors from the worth.
‘The ferce ouslanght of these spearmen animated by their l2ad-
er's example, completely shattered the robber chieftain’s hordes
and they broke and fled. Once beyond the Eorean borders;
however, the raider paused long enough to send a messenger
with a beautiful war borse to Tsi-jo, as a tribute to the boldness
and valor with which he bad inflicted on bim- his first defeat.

A blew in behalf of the throne. We bave already alluded
to tbe ¢.ulusion und trouble vavsed the iand by the ccuflicts of
the pro ard antr-Mongol factions, The kivg, knowing that
the fortunes of the Yuen dynasty in China were shattered, was
inclicec to ascert bis independence to such an exte:t us nis
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Morgol blood and Mongol education would permit. The Pro-
Mongol faction, however, was ly strengtbened by tbe infiu.
ence uof Lady Ki, & Korean ty wbo had b: come the fall
consort of the Mongol emperor and ruled the Peking court,
Bhe wus greatly incensed with King Kong-min for killing ber
relative who had revolted asabove described. She was reitiforced
- ab the Court by a Korean prince with the Mongol nawe of Tap-
sa-cbdp-mok-a the nataral son of ove of the previous kings,
Bezoming involved in some itregulariti-s he bad fled to Pels.
ing where he was joined by anotber refugee from Korean justioe
nomed Choi-yu. Together they induced toe E:mpress Ki 1o use
her influence with the emperor to detbrone King Kong min,
Success attenced her effort and an imiperial decree dethroped
Kong-min and invested Tap-3a with the ¢jown. High banded
acts like this had been doue many times previdusly in the course
of the Mongol dominancs and Korean kings bad been pusbed
on and jostled off the ancestal throne as tho it was merely an
honorary vise royalty of China. But that day was now past.
The new no:rinee and Choi Ya witha Leary escort of Mongol
troops arcbed into Korea t enforca the Yuen decree. Theay
ercssed the Yalu and the news of their advent spread like wild
fire. The country becané aromsel. . It was ielt the time bad
coe toend Moungol tyrannyin Kores. Tai-jo ‘became the
wan of the bour, He rapilly gatbercd his forces and marched
lo eet the ouce dreade troops of Yoen, A sbarp couflict re-
sulted, the Alongols were ronted snd Tap-sy and Choiyu fled
back to the protection of Empress Ki. . The Yuen €L peror was
awakened by this siurdy blow in bebalt of the Korean throne
to the chariged eondition of affairs in the ouce submissive vassal,
A decree was issued restoring tbe throne to Kong-min, and
Choi-yn was sent back to Korea to be executed, ‘which was
;romptly done. Tbe king toen made a demand fox Piince
ap-s4 also, but this was refused.

4 priestly advenlurer. The reign: of King Kong min lasted

23 years, 1302—1374. Some hint 1s conveyed in the above
of the excitement which prevailed during the entire réigo, and
tbe tragic character of many of it: events. Tue mcst rewmark-
able development of the whole reign, bowever, was the rise of the
riestly adventurer Pyen-jo, better known by bis lay rawe, Sia-
on.  OUnce the king bad a dveam, a Dnightmare, in wiich, be-
ing attacked by un assassin, he had almost fallen a victin 10 his
foe when a Bnddh’isggriwt struck down the ussuilant anl saved
the royal hfe. Iu 1365 there appeared at the royal court the
wonk Pyen-jo. The king, already half mad, recognisel a ree
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semblarce in hin to the shadowy form which had struck down
the agsassip in bis dream, and took bim int. high favor.

Of the ‘antecelents of the monk little is known. It s
claimed that his mother was one of the female slaves at s Bod-
dhist merastery, and like Topsy, the son did not prow, he ““just
come’d up ™" From the time be appeared at the Songdo court
fortane smiled upon him. He was appointel royal tutor. He
abandoned the priestly hebit and tonsure, let his hair orow, and
tnok the naine of Sin-don. The royal dislike and distrust for
tbe ministers of state and the covrtiers had by thie time become so
intense that the scccess of Sin-don was due possibly to bis prov-
10g to be the instiument in the royal hands best adapted to
humble the proud nobles. *“F.r Sin-don” (to quote Korean his.
tors) “was a lone 10ah, withous friends un relatives, 8o the king
pot him at the head of affaire, and followed his advice in every~
thing” Sin-don became alion. He not only filled the post of
tbe preceptor tothe king but also beame the priesfly ccunselor of
the barey, and of 'the bigh born dames of the capital, much to
the detriment of their morals, and Buddbism sprang into re-
newed life. The courtiers became alarmed and broke out joto
open revolt against the new favorite. Yi Chei-hytn said to }1is
majesty : “Tha bones of Sin don are those of evil men of 0ld,~
dismies bim.” Ob Tn-tak Intaik said: “The oracles of To s5n say
that sne who isneither a monk por a lsyman will eonfose admin-
nistration an1 roin the dvnastv.” The prophecy bas its falll.
wentin Sin-don. Dismiss him.” The first counselor wasignored,
and Sin-don took the second, beat him with clabs,and ent him
into exile. The priestly favorits was invested with the fitle of
Marquis of Chinpyeng. Thus one safter anotber of the nobles
who undertock 10 assail the wnonk, only brougbt disaster on-their
own beads. In sentencing some of the foes of Sin-don the king
placed the priest on the royal dais beside biw in order that be
ight enjoy the discomfiture of those w bo opposed him.

Secure thusin the royal favor the monk distribut-d the
patronage of the realm among bis own followers. His arro-
gance was boundless, even going 80 far as to usetbe high officials
about him for a back rest, whenever be grew weary. Finally.
his power reached such a height that be bimself dreaded the
aoment wben his royal patron would take alarm and hurl bim
down, eo he deliberately plotted to seize the throne for himself.
‘The plot was discovered in time and Sin-don lost bis. Lead,
But the balf inaane monarch mourned the loss of the treacher-
ous priest and even adopted his son. as his own and iuvested
him with tbe succession. When Kopg-min fell a victin to ase
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sassination thispon of Sin-don asc:nded the Throne of Korea
aud reigned fonitven years.
Taijo's marksmanship. Frown tive immemorial the Ko-
r>an consts suffered from the de tions of pirates. Fspec-
ially did Japanese rovers raid the sea board, spreading terror
sm{ desolation its entire lsligth. Nct only were towns laid in
arbes and people carried off, bat sometimes | rge bodies of buc-
caneers, | cap-u-pie, woukl land from these piratical fleets
and pecetrate inland a long distance, until the. of their
vame was felt far and'near. These attacks occurred frequently
‘during tbhe reign of Sin-don’s son and the people lived in con-
stant tarror of them.. Tn 1830 a Jarpe force landed on the coast
of Chulla and attacking the -magistracy of Un-bong, tley
captured, and after pillaging it, set it on fire. Emboldened by
their success, the pirates began to make preparations to march
nortb and plunder the capital. The news was borne north on
tbe wings of the wind and dismay and terror ruled ‘supreme.
Tai-jo was in fong-do when the messenger arrived with the
vews. He lost not a.moment but donning his sxrmour, und
wiith a forest of spears at his back and bis trusty comrsie in
arms, Yi Du-ran, at bis side galloped scuthwerd. The rovers
bad not left Uc-bong yet and it was there be pet them. They
were intréncked on a mountain, and Tai-jo and bis men occupied
tbe opposite beights. Conflicts ensued but wers indecisive.
among the Japaness was their leader, a young
warrior apparently” but sixteen years of age, and who, clad in
beautiful -armonr - with a copper-maeque .to protect bis face,
rallied his men 80 that the ?m were always repulsed.
Then Tai-jo and Du-rani beld a council of war and it was
decided that the only way to break the spirits of the Japanese
was to destroy their leader. But how to accomplish this wase
the question, Tai-jo then volunteered to undertake it. The
- archers were arranged 80 that at the sigoal they could send in
a shower of death sbafis, and the cavalry die ready to
c!n{E across onto the foe as soon as any signs of confusion were
visi Tai-jo, accompained by Du-rani, now started on his
perilous errand.  Advancing beyond their lines they toiled their
Way- up the heights of a hill from whence was.a good view of
the foe. -They were soon discovered and stray arrows began to
drop about them, but on they beld they way. They reached
the top, and there in full view were the foe already drawn vp
to oppose #n assault, and, moving about animating his men by
voice and gesture, could be seen the young knight in his invin-
cible urmour. ““Hold there, steady now” eaid Tai-jo to Du rani,
“I will fire first and unhelm him, and before be can recover,
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you fire and transfix bim” The warriors drew themsalves np,
. & beavy shalt was drawn clean to the head, there was a siiary;
" twang and the n essenger of death sped ¢n its terr:ble errand.
Tarjo's missile strnck the warrior full on the head uni lw'vre
its terrible force the plu.ned belin was knockad from its wearze,
Hawdly bad tha twang of Tai-jos bow ran: oat, ¥hen another
twang was hexrl and swift on the fivbt of tha first shafi flew
the arrow of Du-ran =0 that as the helm of the Junaneze cwn-
mander fell to the grmunl, the other arrow strusk bi n £l ai.d
killed bin. Then came the attack of ascher and soear uen.
and dis:nayel by the sadden and unexpecied fars of thar
leader, the Japanese broke and fled on'v to be over:aken by .
terrible slaoghter.

We leave Iai-jo here. Soon fate wili <et him on a throne
which his descendents for five centnriz¢ ar:d more wil! ocenpr.
Eoough, however, bas heen related to exhibit the settingin
~ which this bonoréd hero appears in liorean history,

. (:ve, Heerp Joxis.
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THE KOREAN VERB “TO BE.”

A MoxocraPH oF ©) & axp Gl A&,

ONE of the greatest difficulties in the path of the.stadent of
the Xorean linguage is that of learning the propcr use of

the two words ©] 2. and Q] &. To use one for the other is to
speak Korean very in y, but the knowledge of this fact
gives the heginner no clue as to proper speaking.

In ish the difficulty does not exist because the one word
to be is used with sufficient latitude to more than cover the mean-
ing of these two Korean words. At first thought we westerners
‘find some difficulty even in- understanding that the verb to d¢ is
not a simple but a complex word expressing twd ideas, and we are
at a greater Joss in analyzing it into its separate parts. While some
gxmmarinns (Butler, Milligan, etc.) say that the verb to be differs

nothing from all other intransitive verbs, on the other hand
others would put it intoa special class, which they call the copula,
and some are Joth to pame it a verb. This disegreement doubtless
arises from the fact, which they fail to recognize, that the verb
be really expresses two or more ideas and is therefore logically two
or more words, alike in form but different in use. In some of its’
uses it answers the definitivn of a true verb, expressing existence,
possession, ete.  In such cases it is intransitive and has no predi-
cate noun or adjective. In other uses it peither action,
being nor state, but merely predicates of the subject qualities or
groups of qualities which are expressed by a predicate adjective or
a predicate noun. _ :

This difference may be discovered even in English by making
the. same analysia which cvery one who masters Koream must,
either conscionxly or unconscionsly, make. Let us see. Is it not

* true that in English the word to de is used in the throe following
different ways:

1. As a simple intransitive verd expreminguistence,ges—

sion, eto., ;'vithont predicate noun or adjective. .
18 a fiouse.
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2. Asn&pulawithaprediadcm This is a book. James
is a boy. .
3. Asa copula vith @ predicate adjective. The man i good.
Ne e hrar* . carefully fo '
ole these three separoie classes lly for they are essen-
tial to an understanding of our two little Koresn friends. Thoat
first these three uses may appear to westerners to be identical, yet
we must come to see thro Korean eyes that there is » real distine-
tion in thought as well as in form, and especially that No. 1 is
utterly unlike Nos. 2 and 3. 1In No. 1 i3is a pnre verb. In Nos.
2 and 3 15 simply copulates qualities to their subjects. *

Korvans without koowing the difference between pouns and
adjectives unconscivusly make these distinctions very accurately in
usage. The three classes above mentioned are in Korean as follows:

1. YVA-Is
This is a simple intransitive verb expressing existener,
possession, ete. &t 4] O] A Godis, or the hon-
aiic St YW X2 MG UZL, I bave
a bouse.

The. honorific form W) "‘.9. can only be accurately used
for No. 1 never for Nos. 2 or 3.

2. ¢l 8 Is

This is the copuls used with a predicate noun.
2 H A B o] £. Thisisa box.
W %] > L. Itis my book.

To expres: in Korcan the third class mentioned above, o
easily exprvs-ed in English by the same word is, we must have
recourse to forms spart from b th ]2 and S} A, namely to
that class of wurds sometimes called adjective verbs.

3. A ¢ cf—Is good.

o] & c}—Is difficalt.
These are examples of what is in English the -copulis with
icale udjectives; resexzbiing verls in form, termibation, ete.,
ut adjectival in idea. Having made the abovmﬁl it is
evident that we have to do with only the first and second -equiva-
Jents of the verb to be. In No. 3 neither ©] £ nor Sl ap-
pears aud-the Eng'ish copula s is'aly represented in Xorean by
# The abave #n dvs’s doss nnt include such expressions as & goiny, 5
ratiing, is done, i continucd, where is is simply anxiliary to some uther
verb. Since such forms kave no relation to b' 8 and 91 Z& they need
not be mertioned here. .
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the verbal form of th% termination of adjectival verbs. The dif-

ficulty in knowing when to use 19 aad A& will forever
disappear if we hear in mind that the verbel idea of {0 be is always
expressed by 814> (or W) A}.L), while the eopula to be with
predicate mouns is expressed in Korean by | 2. All other
uses of fo be are otherwise expressed.

The fact that these various ideas are expressed in English by
the one word is is only an accident of language. Some other lan-
guages are simlarly barren and others xre more richly endowed.
Russian is said to have iwo words exactly similar in use to 0] Q.
and S)A. Students of Hebrew will remember that that Jan-
has no copula like ©} 2., but ro-ordinates predicate nouns

%:.ﬁ;ir subjects by simply matching them together withovt a
copula. Kxistence, however, is.expressed by a verh having the
meaning of S A from which wurd is derived the inexpressible
name 2% Jehovah, “I Am That I Am.” 1t is this word which
is nsed iv the rude but majestic sentence, “Let lightbe. Light was.”

¥t would doubtless be interesting to the student of philology
t) search back to ti e origin ot the English iangnage for the causes
of irregularity in this one word, which have produced snch various
forms as am, art, he, was, been, etc. \Whether they were formerly
different words. expressing different idens, kindred in meaning to
the twu ideas expressed by ©] 2. and 9} A, might be a fruit-
ful subject of research. At present, however, the coalition is so
perfect that we cannot discover any marks of cleavage indicating
that they were formerly separate words. ;

Durir:’g several years of study of Korean language, even tho
the nbove distinction was known theoretically, difficulty. has been
experienced becxuse no complete table of the curresponding eguiva-

kot forms of ©| % and O] A& was available. ‘I he uverage
Kon an teacher may be induced to teach ) & in its varivus forns

but if asked to give ©} 2. in some of its many woods and terses
be mildly remarks that it is an ending and there he is willing to
let the' matter rest.

The following table bas been prepared fur 1y vwn conveni-
ence and that of any others who may wish to u-e it. Tho nut
complete it is presented with the hope that others may als. find it
useful. The buginner who kuows the difference in use between
%] & and 8] A& in the present tense is somctinus louy iu leurn-
ing that it is jusi as important to diingnish in ose Letwien these
words in every mood, tense and variation as it is to du su in the

-
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present tense. Some knowledge of ‘most of the following forms
will be found necesssry to avord making mistakes that rise froos
confounding things that differ. :

TABLE OF CORERESPONDING FORMS.

I. DECLARATIVE
1. Preseut.

ol 4 o
(wr2) °] )2
&!4 2‘.;.:':“' 0‘1:}
HESK ] °} xj &
o) %| o| x|
A Y3 ol 2}
dxye) o)y 2}
sl ex e} o i}
gl Felct e ol =
Sl 4 v =} vl <}
ol v o vil
: o) v
ol 9 g o} <f 2}
. A 2}
o] o 2}
ol 54 ) cj Y
| gy
AR
o vi] Ll
e I U Eod b
A5 ¥t 34t
o] -2 <}
_ AS

ol =<} - o] &)=}

ol &8 ..
o] A

AxY S
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LedhrS
pEC
L

b B0 o 3 S 3= A% = IS AT 35
LhLlioLnl
efing

nzanasaeaﬁaagizaﬁaueﬁegeﬂn
1 A D M 3 A 0 D
SpLLLELRLCE

LB L

-
1

2228 Geh iR 2L AR e

.ol v

°| 2 e}
°}g =t

e
1
ol ~ 4
ey
PG,
P LE

o\ 2}

Forms all wanting
in this tense.

{September,
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sl 4dt
II. INIERROGATIVE.

Eﬂd‘. N K
(Mre) o] A].&

ﬂ}}!-}-ﬂ wanting.
- i Ed o1 A
AR Ky
QA olgul
o A%t o35t 7t
g5\t 4517t
¢l 3 sl A5l 9f
CELL b e MRl
4y gHu
B PX I Y KA DAY
o £33 7t of €] 7}
o L2l8 JEIR
ol ‘:“",01'31 ol Y or SE
APt ok OJWNH, o

oﬂl d_ <, ‘*, or JL wanting.

?nl A m ¢ "‘:, or 3L wabting.
ﬂel"”,ori ‘{3_‘4‘#,0:3:
o] {1f, or 5L

°,! },‘.} o "':, or 3L wanting.
el ek, or X2 O RISiM, or X2

ﬂ’i"'ﬂ C“ 4 wanting.
> e ol 14

A d =7t wanting.
ol 4l &7} ]l =7}
A @7t o\ g7}
- 27

111. Couxprrimxal (o TEWPORAL)

o £ %1 o)

> AL | °jcid
. 494



CAN-SN-BV-37-38-3 -3
3% 4
=000

% A 3% J igﬁﬁé

AL IN-24-374 -]

X
e o >
2R

ﬂdﬂ%

1V. CoXcEessIvE.

N 0 R 0 2 ek N
AR 2 rL2)

pCALA LA LA 412 A
o>

V. IMPERATIVY.

Ax| L.

mntmg
o] ~9f
| U A
wanting,
wanting,
PR
e

wanting.

IR

wauting.
=S
L3
|4+l

wanting.

olzl =
o)+

o} <}, ur 5

ol €

o iy AR

of v}
o) oj 1 3
o] 4 3}

wanting.
w.ml:m
W amm«

o £t

Aot
i s

0 =
[ S — 8
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ﬂﬂq, or u"‘al'

VIIL VERRAL NOUNS,

- B
2l 11

A4

VIII. ParticIiPIAL.

A

A8

This mocd

‘wanting.

Slmg
°] vy x}
A
o1}
ol1l%
deg
o 1)
°jas

R
o 1)

o} 47}

d

?
wanting.
wanting.
wanting.

o} A4}

o8]
g B B 1
ol

o| q
] x
L&
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g
o LM
ol<} It

A4 =kt
ettt
AHH =
AdiMx
A M oF

X. MmsoecLaseous Forus,
9] 7}
o ex
dgx
9] g =

wanting.

°| A
4 54

4 =prt
b 7.

wanting.
wanting.
wanting.
wanting.
o| of
o] 2} oF
A7t
q4x
A
ol d £l

o) g7}
w.d;q.

3

1
| &
s
12}
H
Y

]
)
°
o

Jtl
3§
M,
<
Y
Y
Y

of
2

In sddition to the above simple forms the following compound

forms might be multiplied mdeﬁmtel_y

A%99
YERR
EERE
EEREY
Q5 A7

%ﬂq.

aqans
o STy
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I5e9ner  ud A
9% 49t uigd
ey

o) 5 ¥-40ig4 R

AEE4Foln ¥ 24209
JEZExoty 3 2ol e
odsdyet . O REE

XOTES ON THE TABLE.

The table thows that ©] . is much more defective than
¢} &. More than.110 distinect forms of 8 & are given in the
abuve list, but most of the honorifics made by the uvse of A}, such

as O A} Y], o] A} x], o} 4] Tl Y, ete, etc, also many forms
which are duplicates of those given in other tenses, and certain
other book and unusual !orms are omitted. A' complete Jist,

therefore, of the forms of °l . would be much Jarger than that

given above, tiho the above list probably includes all the more
useful forms. : '

In the verb ©] & all imperatives are wanting, also a)! past

furms which are constructrd on the past 100t 2. Let it be no-
ticed he.e that those forms constructed with the use of the syliable

%] are not necessaril y past tenses.  Korean teachers are Jinble to
call them past because they are based on the kvowledge obtained
from a previous expericnce or observation. It wounld be better,
however, to speak of them as stalcments of facts founded on past

experiences. L AL § 7 o] 9] ¢ a“ does not mean that the

man wus in the house, Lut that the speaker hos resson to know
from past observation that the person is nea in the house. We,

therefors, find the syllable ©] in all the tenses, present, past and
future, as S} €} 2}, M €] 2}, and 3!);"‘ 2}, and in
every tcnse the thought conveyed by o] is that the speaker has
by somie past experience or observation obtained a koowledge of
some fact which is uot yet known to the hearer, and the statement

may be mad2 in anyone of the tenses. AHYLR tm

Z} means that the speaker is telling to ope who does not knuw

the fact that he has jeacon to believe from previous observation
that Mr. Kim (a third persou) will do bis work well.
1t will be observed that subject nouus in the nominative case
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whose roots end in a vowel suffer contraction when followed by
derivatives of the word ©O).8.. with the result that the verbal
forms often appear to be mere noun endings, as the Korean teacher
will m'nﬂn'sétl:t“ tbiqu, %‘L'ﬂﬁ‘ W v] o] “'%beéom? by
arasis S| MW E|YY; becomes x}.

" An aid to the stadent of Korean wonld be n list of sentences
illustrating the nee of the above forms.” The limits of the present
article, however, do not admit the attempt.

W. M. Barnsp.
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ETYMOLOGY OF KOREAN NUMERALS,

Hina is gan, T, a stoff sct up as o mark. It is bu,
“that,” and tka, “lbeir:" No vord for one conld ever be made

- hut from a dewonstrative. 1 his natural origin isa fact whbich

tells against the antiquity of the Koreans. ‘I'be apanese bave
bit for ‘one’” The Turks bave bie. The Basque people have
bat. The Mancha “one” is emn and mia is Greek. ‘I've Bebrew
bas ebad. This comes near the Korzan word.

Two is ful, ‘E This isour &wo ar.d the Syriac {rein.

Turee is geit, A]. The Syriac for three_ is tho tho. It is
our flnee.

Tue Koreaa neii for four is tbe Greck ‘fessera. H mears
rquare lessulaled brick. Yessera in Latin is a square pic: of
wood, stove, or terra cotta veed as a-die, tublet, or signal. Itis
dur in the Mongol, dureb, our, a1.d duin, jour, v Mavchu. it is
se, & in X F, semul, twenty, and in the Chivese —., i, for
nil, two. 5 ; :

Yive in Korean is tasat. This is the Dravidian aindu in
Tamil and aidu in Telegu. It is also amja 1n Mancbu. . Since

©} 42 containe two valucs “a” and “t” for the- symbol /it ia
a sign thet *'s” i5 evolved from *t,” The old form of five in
Korean is really fat. ‘The Japanese for five is ilsuis This is
tbe samwe word, and the old foru of five in Jaranese is'stut.

Six in Korean is yesal. Tbe Mongol is jirigan. ‘I'be root is
dit. .The Mo::pol word, jirigan, basin it also the yoot rig, which
is our 8ix. The Dravidian is aru, which bas Jost ipitial “d.”
'Tbe Hebrew shesh is the Korean yes.

In the Korean nirkop, s-v: b, nir is the Mongzl dolon, the
Japanese nanatr and tbe Manchu nadau. The other root, ko.’p,
is kubo in the Banypang Wialect of easlern Nepaul, and skwili,
s2ven, in the Manyak' dialect on the Chiness westery frontier.
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In the Korean yefalp, eight, the first root yet, is in full form
get. The Tibetan is The second root in the Turkish is
kiz The Tamil dla, eight, bas lostinilial *'g.” FEt and efla, ot
and ate occar in abo3t thirty Hindu diakets for eight. 1n all
tbese initial “z” is loet. The other Korean rost, alp, is the Mon-
rol naiman, the Hebrew shamona, toe Manyak zibi, on the west
froi tier of China. In the Malaxy dalapan, eight, it is tha2 second
root, lap. Ia the Telegu it is the root »m in enimid, eight. In
the Tuluva, » southern dialect spoken ia Indiy, it is ename. It
is the yoot nam in the Gondi Jauguage. ltis fam in the An-
Damite Janguage. ;

Tbe Korean ahop, nine, is kipura, nine, in the Rodong dia-
lect of ¥ast Nepaul. Io Manyak it is gubi.

- The Korean ten is ye for ded. ‘A be Mancbu is juwan for
dusonsi. The Turkish is on fordon  The Tibetan is cha tor len.
Thbe Shan is teéil. In Centrsl India the Khond word is doso.
Dads occurs in the vocabularies of five Nepualese tribes. The
Jupavese for ten is tsudz. Noiv, Lowever uulike yet is to tsudz on
fimst Jooking at it, it is the saine woird beyond question, as the
‘otber cited words show.

. Twer ty in Korean isscumul, 2%, Seu is tul. Ml isa

root 1neauing ten.
Thirty in Korean is syelliun. 23 .?_-. The"l" here becores
“r.” Heun lor kon is & root for tén. 1t is gin in viginti, triginta,
quadriginta, and kon in lessaenkonta, forty. In our twenty # is
deceia, \en, Mul, ten, is in Basgue amar, and in Malay puivh,
In Anbamits itis muoi. 1 be l'snl is padu. The Telegu is padi,
~ .+In ma ham, ’}E forly, ma 18 & root fcr “lovr” Ttis
the Japanese pat and Milay ampat, In the Malay word “p”
is inserted. On {he Chinese western frontier this mot lor fur
isph. It is piin the Newara dialect and 3% and da in about
ten (;:l::r Nepuu'ege dial cts. In the Lepcha dialect at Sikkim
it is pak. : '
“In the Koreunt word auin, ﬂ. fifty, wo bave the Mancha
sun I suncha, five, and yel, ten, amalgawmated,

_ In the Korean yei syoun, sixty, q'ﬁ' we bave yesad, six,
and Aeun, ten, amalgamated. : e
The Korean nil heun, Y&, seventy, i formed of nil,
seven, and heun, ten. -

The Eorean , eight , 13 furmed of , eight,.
and W.umdgum. gbty, B, is for yeoat, oighty

The Korean ahamn, ﬁibet ), ® . is formed of a nipe,
and Acun, ten, amalgamated. 4 }.E’ ’ gt

-
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In Korean thers are three native roots meaning ten,
partoely, yel, mul, and keun. Ther: are two roots meaning two,
naroely, tul and seu, but they may be reducible to one. There
are two Korean roots for four, neit, and ma/ or pal

All roots are derived from that tie long past when man-
kind composed one family. Otherwise we should not find the
Korean fud “two” in Kurope, and mal for four in Nepaulese dia-
Jects.  All troe linguistic rocts are indestructible and they were
for.ned pot by the cations which use them pow, but in the 2
of the firat buman family frcm which all these nations are .dr-
scended. All linguistic roots were made by divine sssietance.
Men were told what to Ao to express their ideas in a manner
which would in the use of the voice render them intelligihler
There were toree factors: (1) God; (2) the soul; (3) the vo:al

apparatuos of the mouth.
: J. Epgina.
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EDITORIAL DEFARTMENT.

ARDICATION, ACCLAMATION, ASSASSINATION |

HE tragic character which bas been ove ot the distinguishir g
features of the course of Korean bistory for thé past thirty
years, bas been peculiarly emnpbasized in the experiences

of His Imperial Majesty during the last tbree montbs. The
alliterative title which is placed over this editorial but shows how
the p-ndalum of the empercr’s fortune h=s swung from ope ex-
tren & of its arc to the other. First it is a determined effort to
compel his ablication in which some of the best men oi the day
b caine involved ; followed by acclamations and public dewon-
strutions to celebrate bis birthday and wish hiin an endless
reign; and now the courta are engaged * ferretiug out a plot in
‘which both His Majesty and the Prince Imperial unly escaped
death from poisn, as it.were by a miracle. Whatever ma be
thouglit of the desirability of such experienc ¢, life under them
+anuy be dull for lack of -variety. Karly in Juoly the foreign
co 0 vunity in Korea was startlel by a repurt that a plot
agninst His Majssty had ben uoearthed and wh lesale arrests
were to be 1 ade. On the 8th and 9%h of July Ki:n Chaipung,
ex-commissioner of Police, and bis brother Kiru Chai-ean: Yi
Cbung-ku alo ex-co-pmissioner of pclice; Y: Yong-han, Yi Nam-
heui and U Narn-kyu, with others were arvésted. On the 10th
Pak Churg-yang and Min Yong-jon, well krown ex-Ministers
of state were also placed ‘under arrest, och 1o the astonishe
meut of all- obecrvers at seeing these representatives of the ex-
tremee of Korean politics coupl d together. Politicz, bowever,
akes strange bedfellow-.. At the sawre tine General An yeng-
+u, ex-presider.t of the Indepe. dence Club, fi~) to the protection
of the flag of the Rsing Sun, issuingan anvouncement to ‘his
frien 1a that baving ir:jurel bis leg, be. wae confinel in the Ja-
panese hospital in S6ul. Then cams: a desparata effort on the

-
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part of the officials of the Department of Justice to resign their
tP;osts. The net of the law baving enmeshed son e of the biggest
sh in Korean waters th: sportsmen who had ran the Depart-
ment shrenk irom the task of landing them, Finally, Mr. Sin
Kij sun, wko has the reputation o being among the sincersst
and best mep m Korean political life, became Mmister of Justice
and the tria! beoan.
-+ .1n the mean tin:e it tran:pired that tbe cbarge upon which
tbe accused, wbo numtered in all twelve peisons, were to be
tried was that of conrpiring to forca His Majesty to abdicat.- in
favor of the Prince hoperial. The manner n which tbe plot
was nipped in t @ Lud became known thro the following siate
ment which apperared in the Jndependent of Jalv 16th :

At the special request of Colonel Yi Hak-kiun who called on us a few
days ago we publish the following item of information :

About'two weeks a o0, Captain Kim Wen-kye told Colorel Yi the fol-
lowing story: *“The other day, I called on Ms. Waou Nam-kiu who bhad an
interesting interview with Gen. An Kyengsu. Gen. An 10ld Mr. Woo that
the wretched copdition of affairs called loudly for » Y010 'gh reformation of
the government - that they must do something 1-efi re the return of Mr. Pak
Yonghio ; that His Majesry should be persuaded to abdicate his throne to
the Crown Prince ; and that a number of prominént officers in the Palace
and the army had joined the movement. General An further showed Mr.
Woo a map of the Kyengwun palace with all gates and guard stations plainly
marked, saying that the little gate leading to the Russian Legation ought to
be carefully guarded 1o prevent His Majesty from going to the Legation.”

When Colonel Yi heard this the only thing he could .do was to report
the same to his superior, Gen. Min Yongkui, who was then the XMinister of
War. General Min then took Col. Yi with bim and yeported the whole
story to His Majesty. Having done this Col. Yi bad no nwre to do with

the matter.

Col. Yiis well kno¥n Lo inost loreigners, having been palace
interper ter, and also.a student in the nalitary academy nnder
General l)ye. To add to the interest ol the matter a circular
was seut all over Houl issned fionr a pseudo-society known as
“The Young Men’s Patriotic Association. of Daiban.” This
circulir was sent 1o the lepaticrs snd corsulales, pron.ineot for-
eigners, ncwspaper s, and the jublic geperaslly-and was esteemed
of suchi iI'nportance that a determined effort was made to up-
earth the anthor, One amusing incident was that the author-
ities mis'ed by a similaiity of nan:es, thought possibly the Ep-
worth League of the Metbodist - Episco:al Church was the
antber, and int rrogated one of the pastoss concerning the object
of the League. The circnlar was .undoubtedly a- manifesto of
the cor.spiialore. It lan.ented the hackwardress of Korea, the
power of old custorus, and the insecurity cf life and progerty and
then proceeded in the following words :

“His Sacred Majesty” '"has reigned thirty-fivé years. Inheriting th®
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h estate of his anéestors, and appreciating the love of his people, our
mwb"lhimy"aﬂua goverment But failing to secuie the ser-
vice of able ministers. His vhaslomolmt_lmmgegmw-hg
in domestic ard foreign affairs. He is worried and anxious, # #
Crowds of evil men his vision and hismind. * #* ® The
excess of sorrow and labor are endangering his sacred bealth. Can his sub-
jects help feeling conceined about his ? In order to preserve the im-
perial health and 1o prolong the imperial ife His Majesty Id resign his
cat office to the Crown Prince, t strenthen the foundation of the imperial
Emﬂyandwadvmmewdﬁnohbem"f&venlwsomdesind
to memarialize the Throne ing 1o His Majesty the universal wishes
of people. Butcraﬁgan:lc"nlmbydwuvmg His Majesty, have falsely

accused the good an
The circular with the hope that the people may put forth
their best erdeavors. in saving the nation presest situatior.

Abdization,~that was the cry. It awukened po respor se
and thcse who raised it coly brooght sorrow on 1heir own beads.
The trial lasted about one month. Un the 15th of August Pak
Chung-yang, Min Yung-jun, Yi Nam-beui, Kim Chai-eun, and
U Naw-kya were released, tne charges against the:u vot baving
been proven, The findings of the court are an interesting
exhibition of Koresn judicisl acumen and we here produce a
translation jor which, as usoal, we are indebted to our invaluable
contemporary the Independent:

In the issue «f 18th inst we- noted that five of the twelve prisaners .
implicated im the Jate conispiracy aguinst the Throne were released. The
Government Gazetie of th. 18t inst. contains the statements of the prisoners
charged with being in the late abortive conspiracy and the sentences
on them. We translate the most. important parts of the interesting docu-
ment lo inform our 3eaders of the exact nature of the plot.

Prisoner Kim Jaipoong: On or about the 15th June, An Kyengsu called
on him and said that, as suspicious and alayming rumors were coming from
the South, if His Majesty could be persuaded to resign the Throne 1o the
Crown Prince, this would strengthen the .t tate and quiet the the popular
uncasiness. Just at this point of - conversation, Yi Jongmm, an intimate
friend of:e;rimandamm_ nder of a battalion of the guard, came
in, and b aiso the scheme of An Afier An Kyengsu went away the
prisoner and Yi talked over the matier.. An promised the prisoner that he
R S b R 10 T i sl B Vi PGt i S

sent a to ner, i n, i ;
over S cobectod, and aaking (e s Borhos

hirty men had been’ the prisoner the best means
by which the conspirators could go into the pal :ce without hindrance. The
prisoner claims that he diJ not An’s plot.

-Sentence: The fact U at Kyengsu consulted with the pri.oner
several limes mimphhmm;bpwqukm in An’s jlans.
Therefore let Kim Jaipooing be banished for life. -

Yi Riongban, Prisoner: On the 16th June, the prisoner called on An
K;mbohad invited him. An told the | risoner the plot of co ercing
His {to resign) and of reorganizing the Government.,  After this, the
prisoner met An several times.  One day An to: k him to his bedicom and
showed him aKlan of the new Palace Onthe 25th June the prisoner in-
troduced Kim Kuiwhing to An, and took An’s letier 1o Kim Jaipoony, ask-
ing the latter the best means by which the conspirators. couid enter the
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Palace without being hindered. Tne “prisoner told Yi Johyen of.the plot
and omevming.go%ztbe.vﬂhof n Kyengsu with two other aw
the forged Impesial Edict which An had prepared. The prmmm
that be disapproved the plot that evening. ’

Sentence: The » Yi Rionghan, acted as An K 's con~
fidant and messenger -for over ten days. The mmﬁ?ﬂ’"m
10 An and carried messages for him several times. That the prisoner was
intimately connected with the plot is clearly manifest Therefore Jet Yi
‘ Rio.:_ﬁbabeba]:ﬁshe'i furlije.on Rip A S

' Choongka, prisoner: ora et. (June ?) the prisoner
called on An Kyengsu who told him of the plot. The prisoner asked An
the names of ti.ose who were engagedin 3. On the 25th of the same
mnth ihe prisoner calld on An Ayengsu and found with him  Yun Hio-
Jjung, Yi Ronghan, Yi Johyen, Kim Kuiwhang The prisoner and others
present saw the forged Edict red by An  The prisoner claims that
h= 1eported An’s plot to Joo Sukmyen (then, Vice Minister of War) for the
purpose of informing the same to His Majesty. ;

Sentence: What the pri told Sukmyen was not definite and
clear. Beside he never Joo to report the plot to His Majesty. joe
declares that he did not understarid what the prisoner meant. ~Moreover,
the prisones himself admits having said 10 An Kyengsp that it would be
very good if the plot should Though the Lrsoner pretends that his
purpose was to out the plot (for the purpose of divulging the secret) it
is manifest that he consented to the conspiracy. Tuerefore let him be
banished for li . ;

Prisoner, Yi Jongnim: The prisoner was appointed a commander of a
b talion ofthe guard in June the 15th of that month, the prisoner,
accepting an invitation, ca on Xim Jaipoong who had just finished some
Secrel conversation with An Kyeng An then wld the prisoner about the
plot. The next day Yun Hiojung, who has run away, called on the prisoner
and asked him it he had heard ol the plot of Asn Kyengsu. The pri
answered in the affirmative. The prisoner claims that he hal never ex-
pressed his opinion cne way or another on the subject.

Sentence: - The prisoner was instructed by Min Yongkui, the Minister
of War, to report any plot that }:.¢ might hear. Yutbelrrisafu Buled-
votify Min Yongkui of the scheme of An Kjyengsu. Moreover,
soms one, after having confided his secret to the priscner, that the
of the zuard were inthe conspiracy 50 that they.-would keep the
ul?ed"‘mdidmdtﬁwagxnbth'm ?:;plam.'
the prisoner did not disapprove the consented to
Therefore Jet him uma;mmnﬁ“

Prisoner Yi Namhui, a commander of a battalion of the
the 20th June, th : prisoner called on An vy« who told
The next day the prisoner reported to the then Mivistes of \V:
kui, that he was told by An, 1equésting Min 1o inform His
same. Aftrward the ,.risoner called on An and reported
learned to the Minister of War. Moreover the pri
hoon, the then Minister of Finance, and asked him to
to His Majesty. . Theiefore Jet Yi Namhui be set

Prisoner Pak Jungyang, (the Minister of Home
Kyengsu told Rionghan that Pak Jungyang also knew

:
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the plot. B
has - een produced 10 prove in the Jeast that Pak had seen of
thing of the conspiracy. Therefore, Pak ju is set free.
Prisoner Min Yongjoon : An Kyengsu told Ki ]a‘:goong t he (An)
intended 10 talk with Min Yongjoon about tb;rlol. hen Yi Choonkm
asked An who the conspirators were, An counted Min among the number.

g
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An also told Yi Namh@i that the thing coold be done if Min were i
‘mm uat:“m hhAn ' .on?bonliu:ttorﬂg

w
MM'auchﬂ.gdea mm:mgaw‘th An. Min
is therefore set free. . : .

Thus terminated a very ill-advised and foolish attempt to
force His Majesty frouw» the Throne. We do not presume to
pass on the justice of the sentences, but the plot as developed
in the- trial, . was an impossible:- one which would bave done
credit to a couple of yorng echool boys suffering from an over-
dose of yellow noveliam.

Thé birtbday of His Imperial Majesty occurred on
Beptember 10th and was more generally observed through-
ou: the country and with greater demonstration of loy alty
than ever beforein listory. As asort of a prelude the lst
of Be ber was celebrated with muoch enthusiasm ss Foond-
er's Day, being tLe 506th anniversarv of ti @ founding of the
dynasty by Tui-jo. But the overflow. of patriotis:n and loyalty
reached iis- beight on the hmperial birthday The city w s
decorated with flag< a d lanterns throughont; putl institutions
were closed, and. niass weetings beld by enthusiss:ic e¢rowds.
Both the Independent club and the Imiperial Club bad recep-
tions with- speeches and refresbments. At two d’clock 2,000
members of the Independevce Clab. participated in a public
den.onstration iu the streets in $3ul, marching with their Lats
decorated with: flowers, snd a bend playing the Kors an natooal
air, to the  front of the Imperial palace, and there cheering ur-
the Emperor, In tbe meantune a third dauoustration was
beirg held in Sool by the Christians cof the capital. Ae a special
mark of favor the . Music Hall was upened t6.them, anit here
services sesvi-religions, semi-patrotic. were beld. 5,000 pampblet.
programs were sttuck off and :listiibuted, speeches ‘were roade
and songs sung and the entbusiasm ran bigh. . In the evening
the scene in the city was a inost picturesque one, The streets
were ablaza with laxtern:s, and special illunisinations were visible
at places: ' The illumination of the comipound of Dr. W. P,
Scrauton and thatof the Pai Chai College werespecially mentioned.

. . Throughout the country the eameé ‘thing was trus in a
sllgh'tly :Jesser ‘degree. Chemulpo was covered, with a- wass of.
waving flags-throughout the day and in the evering the illum-
1nations drew into the street great wasres of sightseers, At the
Yamom' a reception was given by the Kamni, while ‘roeetings
und addresses of loyalty were the order througlout the-city. Thus
closed the wost ubiversally celebrated birthday of His Majesty-
Abdication was for;otten. It was now acclaration! _

Two days later, on September 12th, the startling news
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was noised about tbat & serious attempt bad been made to take
vhe ioperial iife with poison. In a ccuntry governed as Xorca
is by a' solutism, where the strictest aafe guards are suppcsed to
always sarround the raonarch to prevert any peril, this wae felt
to be most serious. Iv all tlie upbeavals, revolutions and urag-
edies which .baw attend-d the reign to tbe present niowent,
this was the first tine an effort was 1:ade to as-assivete the

Smperor. On the iorning of the 15th, the foliowing details
were made pablic: '

His Majesty has been accustomed to take foreign f70d now and then
for a change. Un the night of the 11th inst., about 11 o’clock, His Majesty
and the Crown Prirce sat at the table to a late foreign supper. The Em-
peror first ate a piece of bread which be found a fittle stale. Then he sipped
a few spoorfuls of coffee. The Crown Prince who, without eating anything
firt, drank ahout two-thirds of his coffee, complained ot being squeamish,
and turning ashy pale, soon began to vomit Surpiized, y=t not alarmed,
His Majesty: gave some caffee to two eunuchs who were in his presence.
One of them, drinking about halfa' cup of the beverage, wentout of the
room with his hand on his mouth and fell senseless on the floor. The other
eunuch, who sipped only a little, also felt strange and wlot out. An old
maid of honor sirank a few mouthfuls of tbe cofiee, saying thatit was a2 warm
drink of excellent flavor, but she soon fainted.. In the meanwhile the Crown
Prince was vomiting copiously while his bowels 12n incessantly. His ex-
tremes became icy, his cheeks ashy, and hiseyes sank deep into the sockets
with dark blue streaks on both sides of the ‘upper part of the nose. He lost
consciousness and panted for breath. His Majesty, fecling himself squeam-
ish and uneasy, devoted his attention to his son. But finally the Ensperor
also called for a basin and threw up a basinfu of st:ange Yooking steff, feel
ing al the same time too weak to move. Korean doctors were of course
called in and such remedies as they affered werc given to the Imperial suf
ferers with as litde delay as

Four servants who out of mere curiosity drank the coffee al<o became
sick and were carri.d to quarters. The eunuch who fell senseless was carried
to his room, all the while vomiting. His extremes became icy cold : vet his
head sweated profusely. He panted for breath and for some tim. the
Crown Prince and the eunuch seemed beyond hope  But later on, :ay two
Il:z:jns alter, they showed signs of life, warmt beginning to return to the

y-
By the afternoon of the 13th inst., 'His Majesty was almost well, only.
very weak, while the Crown Prince, though t0o teeble 10 walk, was able o
talk and smoke a cigarette.  The eanuch most afiected was the day bzfore
yesierday interviewed hy the writer; he was found very nwch beiter, being
able to talk and sit up

With these facts before us, it is e4sy to say that there was some kin:d ot
poison m the cofiee used vn that night. But it is not 5o easy to say whet
poison it was. Harder it is 10 know bow the poison got into the beverage;
but the mo-t-difficult and delicate question for the police afficers or any
other officers will be to find out the iraitors who did the deed We are in-
formed that the Ary coffee, the coffee tag, the sugar asd the milk used om
that night have been examined by a comnpetent foreign docar who pro-
nounced them to b: throughly harmiess. It is a pity tnat no portion of the
cuffee diunk by the sons affected was saved to be analyzei Even the
natter vomited and discharged was not kept for examination. Semae suspect
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. that the poison was pul into the “water prt twt we Jearn that the waterpot
was cleansed before anytody had thought of exan ining . The cook and
his assistants, fourteen in all, who were put under arrest on t e night of the
_event have been examined ‘ ythe police. Yet it is very unlikely thrt these
fellows. would. have run the risk when ibey knew. that they would be the
first to suffer should the plot miscarry. " This em is allthe more com-
plicated when we remember thag the Imperial cuisine is as full of

on as any-other Korean office. Chusas, servants, cooks, waiters and their
friends without-mumber swarm the place. In the crowd and confusion any-
body could easily drop poison in the food. Whaiever, therefore, may be
the result of the examination we have very slight l-ope that the real crim-
inals, if there were any, could te traced ard punished for the dastardly acl.

The. outcome was awaited anxiously. It wasa pleasure to
know that the dastardly attempt had failed and both the imperial
victims escuped, as well as thos» on whown the coffie was tried,
except the old mwid of honor who died. Every eflert was made
to unearth the perpetrator of the doed. Among the jcurteen cooks
who were arrcsted was & boy who had been placed in his pesition
by tLe notorivus interpreter, Kim Hong-yuk. 1his boy coufes-ed
that a friend of Kim, by the name of Kong Chang-sik, bad given
him cutsin stuff to put in the coffee and that he hed dune ro.
This implieated Kim, and his wife and Kong, who was found in
Kim’s house, were arrcsted, and a squad of policemen sent to
Heuk-ean island “ where Kim is in to bring the accused to
S5ul. ‘Incloding Mrs. Kim and Koung cliusa, seventeen persons
were put under arrest in Soul. The examination of fifteen of these
was complettd:on the 15th inst. and they were taken to the De-
partment of Justice for sefe éustody. Mre. Kim and Kong chu-
sa, bowever, were retained at the Police jail for further investigation.

If the aceu:ation of Kim Hong-yuk should prove true it will
mﬂa case «f vindictive reve ge. i(r. Kim’s name is very well

to the public ivtcrested in Korea. As the interpreter at
the Russian Legation he sprang into pruminent notoriety, and for-
a time was the most powerful subject of His Korean Majesty. He
sovn went to the wall, however, and was not only rclieved jrom
his poets in the government, but also dismissed from the Russiun
service. On the 25th of August-there appeared in the Govern-
ment Gazette an edict charging Kim with baving deceived His
Majesty,  misused his influence for his personsl advancement, and
baving produced an ¢strangument between horea and Russia. By
this edict the emperor deelared Kim guilty and directed the Law
rtment to bauish him *“acconlding to cstablished requirements

of law.” And Kim was banished to Heuk-san-do, a penal settle-
meut island west of Challs, and oue of the most vigorous of the
pennl cettlements. A betier commentary un his character could

not be produced than the following: !

Kims Hoogouik is a striking illustration how a Korean.onder present circum®
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stances may be metamorpbosed from a common coolle into a high official with no
mqodmaﬂm than a few words of some foreizn language and a deal of un-
ng cheek. . ; E .
: Kim whoee origin is very menn can read neitber Chinese wor Korean nor
Russian. His speaks Russian badly as we are told by best jodges. He bad served
?&Wﬁmm“w ishl'e‘u Mnnnhaﬂdrofthl’é&lu?r
1 wag a tor point to his lif. His Majesty, not from choice,
necessity, had to take Kim into his confidence. Wealth and hooors were hes
m him. He fitbed on both sides as may be seen in the Efict, but nobedy
expose his villany becouse some thouglt him 1o he an angel of Jight incapablé of
any weaooess! For over two yesrs much of the governwent of Korea was practi-
cally in the band of Kim Mongniuk. Nu minister of state or the governor of a
province wa« appointed withont his consent direct or implied. His inwlence, jo-
trigues. and rascality filled the conniry with his creatures, the city with his sensal
scandals, and tle e with indiguatior. In the meanwhile be was made the
Vice Minister of tion thoich be cuuld pot sign even his name i any lan-
guage! He was made the Chief of the Bure:u of Nobility! He was appninted the
Governor of Seoul! All this while retsining his position in the legation a3 an
interpreter. Sometime in last April, Lis dismissal from the Ruossian service gave
great pleasure to all except those wivisiers and vice ministers who owed their pro-
motion lo the notorioos man.

The trial and its cutcome will be watched with much interest.
To s Imperial Majesty, the Emperor, and His Imperial High-
pess, the Price, we extend our heartiest congratulations on their
narrow escape from death, and especially t¢ His Majesty upon the
fortitude with which he has passed thro the perils of abdication,
acclaration and assassination. :

&

Muarder.—On Wednesday, August 31st, the entire com-
munity was greatly shocked to learn that Mr. Geo. W. Lake, an
American merchant residing in Chemulpo, had been murdered the
previous night. Mr. Lake lived in bis store in the Chinese Settle-
ment just opposite the stieet leading to the main entrance ol the
Chinese Consulate. He had been in the habit, we are told, of
closivg his shop himself every night and had an agreement with
one of the Chinese constables of the scttlement to wake bim up
every morning at six o’clock. The latter on the morning of the
31st called him but recciving no nse, about 8:30 2. m., climbed
from the second story of the next house onto the verands outside
the second story of Mr. Lake’s house. The windows were forced
open and the unfortunate map found in his bed which was satur-
ated with his blood. There was no evidence of a struggle. The
murderer bad u-ed the iron weight shaped like a coffee cup,
attached to & Chinese “stecl-yard.” One terrific blow had been -
strock which crushed in the forehead of the unfurtunate man. He
was fonnd with one hand resting on bis breust and the other hang-
iog over the side of the bed, and no blood upon them, it being
evidcot he had not moved after he was struck. An examination
of the premises showed that apparently an entrance was affected
thro the baci of the house and probably robbery was the object.
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The safe was apen, some small onin lay scattered about and two
binecuiars which were in the safe were missing. One of these was
afterward found back of the house. 3 '

On the discovery in Chemulpo of the crime, Mr. W. D,
Townserd te pbeg the United States Legation, and the Mip-
ister, Hon. H. N. Allen, immediately sent W. F. Sands, Deputy

.Consul-General, to hold a cormner’s inquest. Communication was
alsc had by the legation with Mr. Lake’s brother, Mr. Edw. Lake
ol Nage<aki, whocame on to Kores, reaching Chemulpo September
7th. We carnot commend too h'};hfy the promptness with which
the legation took the matter up. In an hour after Mr. Townsend’s
telegram was received Mr. Sands was on his way to Chemaipo to
assume charge of the case. The murder of a peaceable and in-
offensive foreigner in his own bed-room under circumstances of a
most brutal character is a matter of the highest concern to every
foreigoer resident in this country and the prompt action of Dr.
Allen- indicates' that the legation will Le swift 1o bring to justice
the perpetrator of such a deed.

- On the arrival of Mr. Sands in Chemulpo he impanelle
‘Messrs. H. C. Coibbran, W. D. Townsend, and E. E. Rittenhouso
as a jury aud they foand that the decessed came to hix death from
‘a blow on the head with’ an iron weight in the hands of a person or
persons unknown. . The remains of Mr. Lake were interred that

evening in the foreign cemelcry. " The weapor with which the

was done was fourd in the roum, with some of the hair of
the victim on it.

. 'The search after the murderer was pushed with vigor. 1Tiere
were many cloes but nune of a very substantial character. On
September 21st, Mr. J. Flanagan, who was conuected in business
with Mr. Lake, was put under arrest by the United States authori-
ties and confined in the municipal -jail at Chemulpu. M. Flana-
gan will bx'tried in Soul on the charge of being implicated in the

affair,

Marquis Ito in Xorea.—The visit of this workl-famud
ex-Premier of Japnn was without political or official character, and
entircly private in its nature. A breathing spell of private life
haviog ‘come to bhim by being released fromr his ministerial posts
in the imperial government he had been able to realize a long
cherizhed plan of visiting the scenes of so much of Japan's dinlo-
macy.and forcign interest, Korea and China

The Marquis is in the fifty-cighth year of his aze aud is still
a coluparstively young aml active man.” His entonrage consisted
of & fiy perzonal friends, includiog Mr. C. Narabara, Sceond Sece

-
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retary of the Jupanese Legation; Mr."M. Dzumoto, a former pri-
vate secrefary of the Marquis and at present editor of the Japan
Tones; Mr. M. Tokioka, an official or the Imperial Household
Depertment of Japan; Mr. T. Maii, a well known Japanese poet ;
anr‘.\lr. Y. Ohoka, M. P. -Great preparations had been made for
the reception of the Marquis by the resident Japanese, who united
to honor him as the foremost statesroan of their country, the aothor
of the.constitution, as well 23 the chief maker of modern Japan;
and by the Koreans who remember him as the chief negotiator of
the Shimonoseki treaty. His Imperial Majesty and the govern-
ment and people ‘united in honoring the famous visit. r, the sum
cf £3,000, it is said, having been specially set apart 1o be used in
entertaining him. In iact the addition of a few formalities and
ceremonier, and the reception, would bave been such =« would be
accorded a member of an imperial family.

Mul'guis fto reached Chemulpo August 22ud, per Genhi
Maru. Here he was met by Mr. Yi Chai-kwang, Director of the
Imperial Clan Bureau, and Mr. Hydn Yan-un, a councillor of the
Imperia] Household, who had been deputed to meet and welvowe
the Marquis by the emperor; aod Mr. E. Hioki, First Seertary
of the Imperial Japanese Lesation at Soul. After a rest of a few
days the Marquis went to S3ul and was met at the river by ala
gathering of Korean and Japanese officials, inclnding. delegations
from the Independence and the Imperial { Jubs. Chairs were at
hand sent by His Imperial Majesty, and escorted by a dnzen pal-
ace policemen the party proceeded to the Impriial Legation in
Soul. At five o’clock that afternoon an imperial anlience was
held, and the visitors ted to His Majesty by the Japanese
Minister. The next (gy was a round of festivities. A tiffin at
midday in the old Palace, the Kyeng-bok-kung, given by H. E.
Yi Chai-sun on behalf of the emperor, and in the evening a rce
tion by the Jepanese residents in SGul at the Municipsl Hall
Auglust 27th, the Literary Asociation of S5ul, known as the Nam-
san Poetic Society, held a gathering in honor of the Marquis, and
the literatti of the Japanesr, Xorenn and Chinese society of the-
capital proposed verses, sounets and other peoms en the visit of
the statesman. The following Cavs were occupied with a diuner
by the emperor in the palace, Chun-buk-kung, visits to the schools,
ho=pitals and associations under Japancse auspices in Soul; a
tiffin party in the Foreign Office a-d a farewell andicnce with the
emperor; and on the 30th of Augnst, the Marquis left Soul for
China, being attended as far as Chemulpo by Mr. Hyon Yon-un
ou behalt of His Majesty. At the Foreign Office Marquis Ito
delivered a most int« resting speech in answer to a toast to himsel(
proposed by the Foreign Minister and we print herewith a trans-
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lation for which our best acknowledgements to our confrere of the
Japan Times:

Your Excellencies and Gentlemen : R

I thank jou sincerely - for the kind words in' which the Acting Min.
ister of Foreign Affairs bas just addressed me on your behalf, but at thi: same
time [ am constrained to say that i do not deserve the high compliments
which he chose to confer upon me. Allow me to avail myself.of the present
opponunitvo say a few woris concerning the attitude of Japan toward this
<country. You doubtless know that in 1873 a group of Japanese statesmen
-advocated the despatch of a punitive expedition to Korea, a proposal to
which I was unoompmmisingl{:msed from the outset, because | deem=d
such a war not only uncalled contrary 1o the principles of humanity.,
‘You may ifmagine the magnitude of the excitement occasioned by this ques-
tion, when I tell you that the split which it cavsed in the ranks of the ja-
panese statesmen Jed to a tremendous civil war a few years afterward. The
point to which I wish direct to your aitention is that His Jmperial Japanese
Majesty’s Goverrment did not hesitate to reject what it considered to be
unjust proposal even at such gigantic risk 0

Japan’s policy towards Ko-ea has since been unchanged; in other words
her object has always been to assist and befriend this country. It is true
that at times incidents of an unpleasant nature unfortunatcly interfered with
the mnintehance of unsuspecting coriiality between the two nations. But |
may conscientiously assure you that the real object of the Japanese Govern-
ment has always been to render assistance to Korea in her noble endeavours
10 be a avilized and independent state.

I am sincerely i to sge that to-day’s Korea is an. independent
and sovereign. Henceforth it will be Japan's wishes to see Korea's inde-
pendence furthér strengthened and consolidated; no other motive shall in-
fluence j-:gan's conduct toward this country. On this point you need not
<ntertain the slightest doubt. .

Japan’s good wishes for Korean independence are all the more sincere
and reliable because ber vital interests are bound up with those of your
<ountry. A danger to Korean indepéndence will be a danger to Japan's

. So you will easily recogaize that the strongest of human notives,
namely self-interest, com with neighbourly feelings to make Japan a
smcere well-wisher and friend of Korean i

Let me repeat once more that Korea may rest assured of the a sence
of all sinister motives on Japan's part. Frient{ship between two.countries in
the circu:nstances of Japan and Korea ought to be.free from any trace of
suspicion and doubt as to each other’s motives and intentions. 1n con-
<lusion, allow me to express my beartful hope that you may long remain
in office and assiduously exert yourselves for the good of your sovereign and
<country.

A New Mission.—The Canad'an Presbytarian church has
launched jorth a new mission in Korea and we extend them a
bearty weilcome. Tbey come to take up the work laid down by
Mackerzie, one of the %est men that every came to Lhese sbores
as a missionary. The new missioc cons'sts of Rev. and Mrs,
Foote, Dr. and Mre. Grierson, and Rev. . McRae. '

The Foreign Imperial Body Guard.—Early in Scp-
tember, General C. R. Greathouse, scting on bebalf of g Ime
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perial Majes'y, cngaged in Shanghai thirty foreigners to come to

Isorea 10 serve as Pulace police. These foreigners consisted of

of vive Americans, nine Enplishmen, five Frenchmen, five Ital.

jans, and two Kussians. Their contract was for one year at

yen 70 per n:outb, with quar:ers and uniform, and aris. Their
dutics were io be those of policemen *“and especially 1o goard,
protec: and defend His Majesty and the Imperial Family from
all danger or baru at 2ll times, also to accompany His Majesty
when be goes out from the Palace” They reached Korea on the
Sagami, Septen:ber 14th, and proceeded to $6nl the pext dav.
Tuoeir appearance occasioned much excitement and a great
clamour was raised demanding that they be disroissed. The In-
dependence club, as usual, was in the forefront of the opposition
and dewanded Jismissal on the following grounds: (1) that
there is no need for a forci;n guard in the Palace; (2) that iis
presence would excite fezlings of jealocey and resen: ment, in the
rank and file of the Korean soldiery ; (3) that ghe measare would
alienate the loyal populace from the cavsz of the Impesial family;
(4) tbst tbe .presence of a foreign puard wight give rise to
international ¢ nplications with certain Powers; (3) that a force
composed of five different nationals with «sterritorial rights
wigbt prove an element which the Korean government would
fiod itself incapable of inanagiog; (6) that the w hole scheme if
alopted would be a disgrace 10 the court which cansot trust
ite cwn people, to the government which cannot protect its
own Palace, aud to the whole nation which entruste the safety
of itsown sovereizn to the care of a band of foreigners over
whom no Korean, the Emperor nct cxcepted, can exercise any
disciplinary control.

As a result of this remonstrance the Iinperial council on
ibe 19th inst. determined to yield 1o the public demand and dis-
1oiss the guard, and on the 27th inst. the guard were pud
their salarles for one year ard they departed for Chemulpo on
their way back to Shangbai.
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LITERARY DEPARTMENT.

e The Enfrinchiscment of Korea,” by Homer B. Hulbert. The North
American Review, June, 1898,

The facile and prolific pen of Prof Hulbert confributes not only to the
magazines and papers of the Far East, but to the leading papers and reviews
of America as well. In the June issue of tl.e Nortk American Reiiew he
has a thoughtful article on Enfranchisement of <orea.” In a concice
and rapid historical review Prof. Hulbert discusses first Korea's relations
with China. “In one sense it was vassalage, in anotber it was not. China
never claimed the right to te her interral policy nor to meddle with
her fole:gluaolicy Her atti toward the peninsula kingdom has always
been that of a patron rather that of a master.” The com)-lications growing
out of the persecutions of the French missionaries, the “General Sherman”
;Pisode. the return of the Chinese to power on the dowafall ol the Tai Won

un in 18832, all preface the real purpose of the article, which is to discuss
the results of the Japan-China war. The "spoils system” and “the same Jow
opinion of a military career which prevails in China™ are regarded as “two
dsadv es under. which the kingdom works, and they form, indeed, a
heavy p- But in spite of it all there are many hopetul factors which
tend to neutralize these factors.” These hopetul factors are the removal of
all superintendence of a foreign nature, the deve of a public spirit
amony a large class of Koreans, a customs service that is exzelled nowhere
in the world, a growing import and export trade; industrial enterprises such
as the railroad, mining corcessioms, electric street-car plant; and educational
enterprise as shown in the interest manifested in tk.e study of foreign lan-

& ,

We notice, however, that Prof. iTulber: says the Ton>-hak and Right-
eous Army uprisings. originated “in lack of fool.” This is 2 new sugges-
tion for it has been generally understood they were due to official oppression.
It is also debatable whether Japan’s infloence in Korea died when the em-
g:w found refuge in the Russin Legation, or that “the last semblance ot

power had gone.” Her troops remained unmolestated as of old, at their
posts. And a series of treaties with Russia confirmed Japan in the position
she bad secured. In fact it would secm that the hegira cnly accrued to the
advantage of Japan, the strengthenminy of her intluence in Kerea, and the in-
crease in_the numbess of her sympathizers.

This most interesting article we ccmmend to our readers. There is food
for thought in it :
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NOTES AND COMMENTS.
The Japanese population of Chemulpo is 4,178.
Korea hzs dedided to adopt the the gold standard.
The ircreas: of the opium habit is creating general alarm,
Mr. Young has been engaged as marshal at the United States Legation,

A number of Korean ladies have organized a society to foster female
education.

His Imperial Majesty proposes'io purchase a military uniform which
will cost £520.

It is whispered that “Korean Characteristics,” by Rev, Jas. G. Cale, is
the latest thing in press

The appcihtmem is announced of M. Paulaff, .Russian'Charge d'Afaires
at Pekiny, as Minister to Korea.

There are four Korean daily papers published in Soul besides a tri
weckly under Japaness auspices.

The n:w German Language school, Prof Balljohn; Irincipal, was
opene:l in Soul on September 15th with sixty pupils.

A lapanese clerk in the employ of Mr. Suzuki at Chemulpo comitted
suicide because‘unable, it is said, to pay a debt of S40.

On the 17th of August the first Jocomotive ever set up in Korea was
run out of its shed at Chemulpo,—and run back again, for the preser:.

It is said that the greeting which Ehud gave Eglon is awaitiag Mr. Pak
Yongz hyo on his ‘return from Japan Civilization is urknown to some
Koreans.

Rev. D. L. and Mrs. Gifford reached Soul on August 22nd afier a furlo
ir} }he linilﬂi States. They are most gla ‘Ir welcomed back by a wide circle
of friends. :

The ca;mpaign of the Independence club against the notorious Yi Yong-
ik was successful. He was driven from all his lucrative posts and finally
fled to escape arrest.

Piof Hulbert and bis family have left Soul fota short furlo of six

months in America. Box sapage. We trust the long promised History of
Korea will now materialize.

Mr. Yi Yu-in whose ability to forcaste the futwe by means of fortune
‘telling gained for him the post of Minister of Justice, bas been exiled for
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s Imperial despatch to the Russian Minister on his arrival
in:ndiag a forged Imperial .

It is announced that that the Japanese government proposes to retain
Hon M. Koto in- his post as minister to the Soul Comt. This news gives
universal pleasure to the foreigners in Korea,

- Bishop A. W, Wilson. D. D., LL. D, of the Methodist Episcopal Church
South, asrived in Soul September 8th and was the guest of Dr. C. F.
Reid. He visited Songdo during his stay in Korea,

On Sunday, September 18th, the Rev. C. T. Collyer of Songdo was or-
dained to Elder’s Ordersin the Methodist %:r.o Church South by Bishop
Wilson, assisted by Bivhop Cransion and Drs: Reid and Scranton.

Orders bave been issued to exclude from the imperial palace the

"wlnsgm-s.' " the. wire pullers, intriguers and plotters who are held respon-
sible for the fact that it was possible to so easily poison His Majesty. -

The press of work at the annual meeting of the Methodist Mission
delaye 1 the August REPOSITORY so that, having the maiter for the Sepiember
-issue in hand it was thought well to issue the two months in one issue.

New railroads proposed: Soulto Mokpo; Sdulto Kyengheung via
Wonsan ; Wonean to Chinnampo via Pyengyang ;' Kyengheung to We-jul.
The cost of construction will not be large—say a few hun millions or so.

‘A ool and his moneyaresooumed. No better evidence of this is
offered than the prevalence of lotteries. An attempt is beirg made by
.. Koreans to revive the institution in this land where it was suppressed in 1895,

- General Min Yong-whan and” Colonel Min Sang-ho, after a trip around
the wocld, have retcrned home. Gen. Min is reported’as saying that other
nations have their parliaments, diets, and congresses, but Korea has its

H.E. Kim Pyeng-si, ex Prime Minister, died at his home on Septem-
.ber 11th, and in his honor the. flags of the Legations were half masted.
‘This and eminent statesman bad the reputat'on of being one of the
best of the old school.

The end of the Foreign Boc‘i'y‘cmd. The Korean government com-
promissed with the members of the ‘guard by pa them the amounts
called for by their contracts and the most of the “guard left Chemulpo Sep-
‘tember 30 over Chow CAow foo for Shanghai,

At last Korea has a fine rice crop, and from all quarters we hear that
'thepeopleu.eloudintheircxpreﬁomofaﬁsfacﬁonatheprospect. The
Korean rice is not 2 prolific bearer. Three spears picked near Chemulpo
yielded 176, 155 and 154 kernels respectively.

His Imperial Majssty has a romd . McLeavy Brown, Esq., Superin-
tendent of m&m thcxlmsnrolf Pobﬁc:vyorks propgs.'that Mr.
Brown shall make a tour nf inspection over all the propostd new lines of rail-
road. We certainly will not envy the commissioner the trip.

The fullowing is the platform proposed by the Independence Club.”
*(1) Freedom from illegal arrest on unspecificd charges without a formal
wanant. (2) Th:fmmpt and impartial administration of justice. (3) That
all persons arrested be taken before the magistrate within tw enty-four hours
for inquiry. (4) That arrested suspects be not regarded as criminals. (5)
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Fair taxation but. immunily from extortion. - (6) Economy in expenditue.”™
We  would suggest that this platform be posted in a conspicuous place and
history as it develops compared with it

.. On September 7th the interesting ceremony of treaking ground for the

new electric sireet railway of Soul was periorn ed by Hon. H. N. Alien, the-

U. S. Minisier, at the East gate of the city, Tl.e work is beir.g pushed very

Eapidly under the supervision of the American & Oriental Constroction
ompany, -

A serious campaimn is being canied on now in Seoul against the count-
iers who wightly frequent the palace and obscure and confuse administra~
tion. If the movement is conducted fiee from personalities and only against
the principle of the thing it will te beneficials It is another step in the path
to constitutionalism.

“They say that the mint at Chemulpo is going to be transterred to
Riongsan. It was a great mistake to move the mint downto Chemulpo
teveral years ago. It isa greater mistake to bring the inint up again to

Seoul. But the greatest mistake is that Korea should have a mint az all”
— The Independent.

Bishop Earl Cranston, D.-D-LL.D.,.of the Methodist Episcopal
church, reached Soul August 24th. The Bishop and Mrs. Cranston and
Miss Ruth Cranston were the guests of Mrs. M. F.'Scranton ; and Miss
-Cranston and Miss Laora Cranston were ‘the guésts of the ladies of the
Woman's Foreign Missionary society. -

It is said that His F xcellency, the Russian Minister, when he heard of
the anival of the foreign body guard, inquired of the Korean government
how it was that, having given as the reason for relieving the Russian officers
and guard of duty that the oreans were now able to attend to such things
themselves, yet here was a foreign guard now employed by His Majesty !

In former days all military officials were outranked by their companions
in civil grades. This, however, was cha in the reforms of 1895 and the
military arm of gévernment service placed on an equality with the civil arm.
Of late, howexer. in sone of the aristocratic sa/ons ‘a spirit of murmuring is
manifesting itself and a cry raised for a return fo literary examinations and
the subordination of all military 10 ¢ivil officials.. - 5

The work on the Soul-Chemulpo Railway is being pushed rapidly and
the entiance to Chen ulpo is nearly completed. “Tracks will soon be laid,
and a construction train put'to work. Welearn that the company, determined
to make the best kind o!P a rcad possible, have decided on certain changes
calculated to reduce the grade to 1-100. To insure safety at vasious points

the road across the Orikal Pluins will be raised five feet, and the bridge at
‘the Han ten feet b

Tte following comment by the Judependent is endorsed. It shows that
the sow will return to its wallowing in the mire: *Yi Seijin, a2 memonialist
is of the opinion that the mildness of punishment is the source of late con-
spiracies. He regrets that the rood old custom of decapitatirn, of quartering
and of killing the relatives and friends of a convicted traitor, are no longer in
practice. “But™ he says in a memorial to the Throne, “these repeated plots
will 1uin your dynasty. Therefore 1 humbly beg that Your Mzjesty will or-
der the authorities to revive the ancient law of torture, decapitation, etc, in
order to prevent any recurrence of disloyal schemes and 1o render the Im-
perial family €2fe.”  That His Majesty will pay no attention to such a me-
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wmorial goes without saying. Yet, a memorial of this nature is an insult 0 His
Majesty, and a dicgrace to the | . We wish the memorialist were in
Some way punished 1 presenting a barbarous petition to the emperor.
" agreement was on , we
areinformed the work will be pushed. The engineering difficulties will make
one. The conditions of the concession are

{]

government of Korea, orto Ja aneseor Korean subjects.  (4) That Korean
subjects shall have the pﬁv’ilege of becoming share-holders, (5) That the
Korean government shall have the right to purchase the road should the
finances.of the State permit. (6) That all other conditions shall be identical
with those operative in the case of the Seoul-Chemulpo line.

“The following explains itself. Its appearance is hailed with interest:
EVERY-DAY LIFE IN KOREA-

-STORIES AND STUDIES
BY

uv.__m.m L. . GIFFORD,
: ke
2. nascope.
3 ilol: the ngle Live.
4 orean Wedding.
& Guilds and Other Asseciations.
Ancestial Worship as Practiced in Korea.
-7+ A Visit to a Famous Mountain.
& - The Fear of Demons.
9. An Adventure on the Han River.
yis m Life anrl Work.
RN :
- 122 What.the 5e] did for Une Man.
13. Education in the Capital.
14. Building of the West Gate Church.
. 18; A Remarkable Forward Movement.
Avppendix A. Missionary Statistics, 1896,
Appendix B. Statistics of the Presbyterian Mission Noith, 1897,

. .. A most interesting. public work is beinz done I.l{ the American &
‘Oriental Co sstruction Company for the Soul-Chemulpo Ry. _Thjs consists
in the rédemptio of the west shore front of the settlement. "For this pui=

pose a finz sex wall of blue ite is being erected from the Custom’s jeity

4o cemetery point.  This wall is 3,700 feet long and averages fifieen. feet in

height and seveu feet in width. space thus rechime : from the sea in-

side this wall is estimated at fikeen acres, and 10 make the necessary fill

350,000 cubic ya ds of earth weighing 700,000 tons haveto be moved and

deposited.  Inside the sea wall will be a road fifty feet wide controtled by

the customs and under the hill another road of the same dimensions belong=
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ing ty the municipality, To carry this road around the English Consulale

Hill 4,000 vards of hard granite have to be blasted. The work will be come
pleted about October 15th,

ARRIVALS.

_ In Chemulpo, August 21st, per Geniwi from Japan: Marquis 1o and
suite; Rev and Mrs. D. L. Gifford; Rev. and Mys. Harrison; Proi. Hulbenp
and family;*Dr. W. B. McGill and family; vishop and Mrs. Cranston and
family and Miss Lee; Mr, Woolsy, v

... Jn Chemulpo, Feptember 7th, per Hign from } Bishop H. \V,

apan:
Wilson:. Rev and Mrs. Foote and Mrs. Grierson, ﬁ D. McRae. and
N1, and Nirs. Kenmure,

BEIRTHS,

August sth, at H. B. M's. Legation, Seoul, to the wife of J. N. lorcan
C. M G, . B. M's. Consul-Geaeral, a son.

September 14, at Preng-vang, to the wife of Rev. W. M. Baird, a sone



