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So light is my saull,
That all of sugar is my gall!
I may do what I shall,

And bere vp my crowne.

I was castyn in care,

So frightly afrayd;

Bot I thare not dyspare,

For low is he layd

That T most dred are

So haue I hym flayd. (686-95)D)
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War! 1 say, lett me pant.

Now thynk I to fyght

For anger.

My guttys will outt thryng

Bot I this lad hyng;

Withoutt I haue vengyng,

I may lyf no langer. (345-51)
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Both of burgh and of towne,
By fellys and by fyrth,

Both kyng with crowne

And barons of brith

On lyf that ar lyfying

In towre and in towne... (3-19)
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21=4
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ag o= F7E IES EH wotar ujge] glA Bo
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73 35S 79 7171 glisiE AYYh
2 =7 B F70 A9YTh
U7t 258 279 &

Uk 59 $48 98 5 9 AU

1 Miles. Syr, thay went sodanly
Or any man wyst,
Els had mett we —yei, perdy!—
And may ye tryst.
2 Miles. So bold nor so hardy,
Agans oure lyst,
Was none of that company
Durst mete me with fyst
For ferd.
3 Miles. Ill durst thay abyde,
Bot ran thame to hyde;
Might I thaym have spyde,
I had made thaym a berd. (261-73)
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If I lyf in land

Good lyfe, as I hope

This dar I the warand —

To make the a pope. (378-81)
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o] Al&¢] fgo] FoAgk FZ/do] sk=do] offg} o] 3]l wiSH ER R
2= AM(“By grace of Mahowne,” 15)S 538t F&7l= BAEA ol&
AEAE] AAE s wsial Stk
Alre] A Fal Aetel] i fo]THE mi2E 9 Sak= 4 A5 U
£ Q185 Fol Hoh FAIZOE o]FoAAL v} STk F MA AR
o] & Tt FoF AA "RIZEA(E)s(Micah) ¥ - W& Eetal Jdrk

And othere says thus,

Tryst me ye may:

Of Bedlem a gracyus

Lord shall spray,

That of Iury myghtyus

Kyng shall be ay, (Il. 315-20)
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Wakefield Master’s Magnus Herodes As a Popular Play

Abstract Dongchoon Lee

Medieval cycle plays were generally developed within a Christian culture,
which was the most prominent and enduring source of power in the Middle
Ages. In spite of the obvious influence of the church, however, we can see the
characters, images, and forms in the Wakefield Master's Magnus Herodes,
which are not relevant to the sacred and official Christian elements. They are
close to the festive and popular elements that are found in the traditional
carnivals. Unlike medieval cycle plays which exclusively focus on Christian
principle, his play presents a striking dialogue between two very different points
of view; a popular, carnival point of view and an official, orthodox one. In a
word, the Wakefield Master creates the dialogue between orthodox Christian
culture and a popular sub-culture.

Magnus Herodes includes festive characters, their grotesque behaviors, and
festive patterns, which are not commonly found in the primary source of the
cycle play, the Bible. These festive elements create the comic and even
topsy-turvy environment which serves as entertainment for the audience. In
addition, the Wakefield Master in the comic atmosphere examines, parodies, and
satirizes more risky and serious subjects that the contemporary society faces.
That is, the festive elements in Magnus Herodes are employed to bring the
official realms such as court, knighthood, and church, that could not be the
objects of the ordinary people’s criticism and even complaint at that time, to the
comic and the ridiculous. It is through Herod’s grotesque and comic image that

the royal power of English court is lowered into the realm of the ridiculous. By
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connecting contemporary knights with the clown-like figures, the Wakefield
Master also lowers chivalry into the realm of comic buffoonery. In addition, by
the references to the Book of Micah, he aims to reveal the corruption and
abusiveness of the comtemporary high clergy. However, the festive, cyclical
pattern deeply embedded in the play provides the audience with hope and

regeneration for the future as well.

Key Words
Wakefield Master, Magnus Herodes, Carnival, Social and Religious Criticism,

Regeneration
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