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But as faith pointed with her golden rod,

[Thy works and alms and all thy good endeavour]
Followed thee up to joy and bliss for ever.

Love led them on, and faith who knew them best
Thy handmaids, clad them o’er with purple beams
And azure wings, that up they flew so dressed (7-11)
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W3] FAE vk A5 HEHZIIMFEE FokE & gl ht
K. Y25 (Anna K. Nardo)dl] &5 DEl2- ojge]o} ofg) Z &3 of7}d|
oMe T4 AUES w3x EAT £ QS Holu(“Academic”
495-502). ToJd Hox Al Q= ofH A tidted,(“On Something that
Walks Somewhere”) 22 E£9] oo 1A% Alg] FAER= WA HellAl
HAA ke @IEES AU gtk 28y UHArlE oldde vad 4
S A= X 3] viwt FAh 2 a AAE el gl F4o] 738
A 719ty Gdute] & 2 Ze]lEBd=(John Cleveland)t} o}=.2}3} ﬂgwﬂ
(Abraham Cowley) & 27158 Hueu FZwwo] i3t 713} gle 4
o713 5o FAE o]83te] Lopa, W R AGo] siAlE Fof e
a17] Al 7 WESIA thdet XA dFe] FAEL A4l HAS 4
G o2, FTFL 282 ATtE 2E7P vt Smith 304-17).
e o] PR A ALY TG0 E FHEANL AVEAE I

53] islo] A5 theshA olnke the e
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HlgSE T37193]o A FAls sk AMEE AlEo] thal,(“On the New
Forcers of Conscience under the Long Parliament,” ©]3} " 77]2]&]o)| A )0l A]
© O 16-7417]19] AUER oy} U zzle] thE AvEd HIsiAE ¢
ZdAo|al FolA]] A, Wi A EE&H TAARA PHE WA F
AUY|E 119] o]&s 748 D89 tH-S FAY F7 BuxMe 7138h &
k= ghlstal TR SAES 33isleto] mhA] AS(farce) ] & AHAH
I, 2ME 125 vl dlo] beA] et e ARES SAR H

A 2 sksd FE HifrelH Rtk EUE FedE A Al 4
< adslar gk FA7)e)3lo)A, = o] T HEoh HlTe] 599t AwdS T
=9 ZREoltl. uhlEl 292 7)(Barbara K. Lewalski)ut AP ®(Janel
Mueller) 59 A7} F=35150](Lewalski 205; Mueller 494-96), W& o] FTH

7b 59 2| E(sonnetto caudate) F215 ]85 7MHE iR HHE Zo] =

T

AAE Foh BRI ol§3le] 2ao ANE FHANY Agelh
PRSI, 9 R R YEL SRS HPA Hdow ofFo]
R, o FRE WHe AT w2 oz UH F ABH G £

vl7k ol 913284 Uels WA,
A&t UM]E 9] A u)e T8k

e
S AGEA S Pl B Fesk

74]? AAZH $2ES Bl To|t}

Because you have thrown off your prelate lord,
And with stiff vows renounced his liturgy
To seize the widowed whore plurality

From them whose sin ye envied, not abhorred,
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Dare ye for this adjure the civil sword
To force our consciences that Christ set free,

And ride us with a classic hierarchy (1-7)

o710l eul AR AAlskaL she 719139 Alme ARl Bl &
218 ] Bolsl= glEix|sla $F 0|1 B]AgAR el Y7 gAlEL «3)
$7h 8 ARE) AR @), RS E CE () 2 of#zt A
AR =2 A S T o] AlolM 7197 SRS eer, Al
ojlxel HAES DY 471913 el AEe] HERa: AEH dAgE

oA FA S-S adHo g it aEa "33, = gkl
& B4 52 54 AYAe ‘?4‘?19] s TA7 7P
TFolxlg EglE 7A%olth Zee A 21719 #HEZ8l AR (pamphlet wars)ol]
B 27hae] 2 dRe] A9 o=E hulslo] %‘E’s}ﬂl e, P =
WS DA AAE 2] ool ool thgt vighs A oL AFH<
offFE Wil gl Fele Ui ushyel] BHEAE e A <3S
Z2 Befe A e e tHigIEM guos ofsle) A&
Bl let), of 9] At okt Alolof 1ojl EHE 1S =7 siF

2 o
M

—_>tl-"4

il

r% »
O:-

=

N

HRRE e dolz /18] WAL WARE o] wale] 2T} R

< & H 7 29712 Ags0l, F 71 el AX B5H £917] £
A Z71913] /te] <Arge] TPdoE A, AEEA gk 2 gy =9

(William Prynne)* & o] 2iks}7] Holl= #9141 Gl 3|25 -E] Jf]ifﬂ

= 3G AFo] A7 Yglgte AES AF A By og ERlste As
Wit} 7k FEoA o]58 A= A ulsle] W FAEE 1 thAl Al ()

7I=E 295 A=+ (That so the Parliament / May with their wholesome

and preventive shears / Clip your phylacteries, though baulk your ears, 15-17)
e wm gdek 47 717t Fele We ool o]So] Mt Fnrke
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ZTHRARE 23] Mg FuA S =3AT]E Helle Sk, oled 38
ol Wl Aglo] Hol7]o] B B5#oltt. vpA|et o]} “I7g(charge) 2]

82l Al A=use o]xe] ARt 2 2R 2291 Ao BHS P (New
Presbyter is but old Priest writ large, 20)= T4 HES Ao AAZ
15 felle ol A% vHEA] 82 21 Hol= 93] W AlEs 319
22 ddezn myx glot B AHES] B39 1489 F7HE o} B
o

O

F

& 247 AEH L, HF AL FA219 7IHE A7 AQHJE
= H s oA Aok
FA71913)00M 1 o] &2 Wi Bk AIERE SHIE 11, 127} it &

Aol Adg A A, Eﬂoijlii, =&, 3] wI(Sir Henry Vane)oll Al u}
A7 AUY|E  15(“Fairfax, whose name in arms through Europe rings”),
16(“Cromwell, our chief of men, who through a cloud”), 17(“Vane, young in
years, but in sage counsel old”)2 S8 AALA Al7]o|A A JES &
S 9he Q1B A} vES ZURE oS BAH AMENA TH A
SRS e e g, Qo] ko Uopjo} & wigklg Hae AN

=
918 %43} ﬂiﬁWE ek Sleh 167349 Wele % WA AERE S

o2 Ay i, 164935 E= E}ﬂ 01/\1 7]—‘4-(Lat1n Secretary)©| 2= 52
N Al HAT: wEkA AREelA St WEe] F3A(public) EE

) o9l FEADS HF AU E 159 162 == BY2y(Edward Phillips)7}
1694 S35} Letters of SateE 3 A3 SH=Ach HIA vEdl AU E 172
ZA] Alo]A2~(George Sikes)7} 166210 E33 W1 H7|(Life and Death of Sr
Henry Vane)oll -2 o= A, Alo]a2e o] 2UET] 1652 HQoA] Hujof
Aot ARk Al A 25 EfUY tiE Fadedas g
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a7t AleAe ofgA EdueA] AREe 2 9 SHEAh

AHE 162 H=F vHE(Andrew Marvell)d] TSZE]$AF 9 (“An
Horatian Ode”)* 3 F&Lo] AH-S A7]|= AT o} Tx70] HA|= &3k
d Z7AQ A7l FBE AT WHolgle JAr @] HrdelA Ea)
1 AFLS Wrlshe dEe A4 715ule|x} A Al A5
S Wssha Agske ¢, AFLY o] A Yoprtord BE e nlEd
ik o AS YRz 2Ede] 49, glojgade g e did
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Aoz %X (panegyric)S 227 HAIL, D9] F$- 2 149 tiste] A
RGN B O R ZhRebd g tiE g Ak
o5 g Uee IEY /19 A el aokA] JFskA etk 1
Al HEe FELS <929 57 (our chief of men) 2 F-2HA| 1] A
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3 GRS ol AEARA AAZE o,
1o AW7] w2oll @Ae] Aol Skths AR
FE-3KGuided by faith and matchless fortitude, / To peace and truth thy
glorious way hast ploughed, 3-4). “ZTtF(plough)2l= §742 A= o3
S A3 doldE & o o], 28R WAlE o] fle 259 ARk &
818 29 AHE Axshe AVIZ ol8Ha itk
o]Fdf| o]ojAl= FeME AL AFL] F F9, F A F5H(God’s
trophy, 6)5 Al-$= TuF P93 7t FEG 293 Tl dAlEe 5L
TAE SHo] TAlel AL Jlov), FRkRE g Agdo] sasjor &
FTuAR Q7 AxH ok dEle Hojopdg JYF SYS JHT §
(9-11), oPl= 2 AXA AH/AT FA D A 2 A2Uo|A =

2
H7loll= 979 Hu FAFAE TA “YA(conscience)
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Ho

2 HES AASAL ST Al riA|gAqE A Aoz RE
A=l S HIF7IE A ¥ FE(Help us to save free
Conscience from the paw / Of hireling wolves whose Gospel is their maw,
13-14) wjoll =, “H(paw)} “HHE(maw), “SHE"(wolves) 5 BIUHE =
S shs dolol o g WS Tl #eol tis) AR Hes
Hol= o]7|A3l Al¥S Blssteh HlwstaL itk

29 o] Aol Hol Wele] AH wAA} 8 FE S WR 5

il
i
to
rr
°
=)
D)
HS.
>
b

148)0]] B33+ AU EQ
o HEE gohll#d © AAQ HE g5 0E HAFA Hrk
ol8 gt IS T = 4] 1t 5 e Az EAIE A7)
ste 1 ZAE A8 sfdeiAe &2 A 5 81 AAE AL Stk oA
B AE 162 AXF 5HS v BEeta, agdd digh 9ee] dd

G 3] FAHA B2 A719] P Fgo] A ARl HA] e8A v o]

off
A
B

i
=

- &

{m

9) FAET Y& Eo| Wriske AL AR § THGME 27 Fol & F 3
AolAEh W AL HAF FHolgte o] st Ao R mjEH o] ¥
AAE Fo2 HRth AME 129oXe HAE “o] BE At dHle T &
A”(For all this waste of wealth, and loss of blood, 14)Z F-ZHA] 24 o] AF3lo) A
vete] F3le} gale] SulE AE g8 Z3hal e et = Fws o

1 4 e Al Hogz oA viXe Alel|AZ2A) <A o] EQle A 9o F

S5 U7P (For what can war, but endless war still breed, Sonnet 15, 10)Z}aL

Falal itk
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“ARde] 1ol A(in medias res), -2 PO Z Tl A 22 FS H
ok ofd HollA o] Als EFHR e BV v 2 HolF= 255ol7]
& otk AMIE 169 FARTE HlwE] o eoll HA 25k, duke T3l
EEelA] X3 Aoz Kol Ak F7He] AAbE 31t T Eoll A sshs
5 W7 58 Hiske AVEE olAY Ao WuE 114 FAlsEA
AHE 397 Btk ol ZME 16dMAE E2ET Azo] FFE 71AA
e oo, WElo] A4l e] AloflA tido R AR Eo] HEE AR AlS
RoF= 3 o]5o] Al AMEE Faldhke &1t AHE vl dAF1E
Szsjxo]7|x stk o]2ld WAl o F Qs Bl o] QIBEe] PEoTH o
Abell Qs vliE Fxsl7ke S FrRsHA 71t BA ko
g wRlelA v AME 172 Aol tigh ulga} &4, Ao e
22X A7FGH EA] tigk AE3 videly g H%1e] 543 HA THE 3L
&k A o)de] & T F USS HofFErt wiklo] iAoz d 4zl <l
E< Heltl, A2 AR GEF)S] A7 Wiz D9Ee] BAE FgstAl
getelr] AE 7hgel W BAAE =ik ATEAE AME 178 £44
o7 e e 797 Bk 2y IRl A vk AUEE WA 21719 o

o o

=]

i

2] ARS 742 EElo] =o] AMl | BAH mgo] FAIA] JAE & A
ST &0 Y8y 7“E%William Camden)°|Y} 92| Z(William Roe)
T B 8 N WY, AESHEA vl Aeh exf, Y, S P71

Aol FORIAE A A AAH, YT HQl 22 AES 53l 4
2], ARS)E Aol A gl E]ojof g FFA(public good)2] oS =2lskal 9l
o} UHe AT 2AY 5t AAA A opEl =Y T e
A A AFo] Ale] AR Fege] dgtd FEolgal Het), wele

HE 79 15 AR AAI"

riy

10) FEE Gebe AN 158 BS 2 5 ek TG, ) gEdldle ofele
2 ool T 9L SR ot oluyk BAIT Sl "EueL 9] vhAjae
$e) o7 Fobbe 5o Reg 1ash HelFnk
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Ho
ol

AUE 173} slofsiza} 2EDe] Tt AUES Hlus) Holw FrIET
slojsizol A wil 2vIES] A%, EFE A ARAClR} B gl A5l 3
o % AYITE B wlA| 2ok ) AN BIAAIHT Tk FAE

olal AFZRI wifol SJEstar glow, AFds HWRE 2UE 162 f1oM

o ua} 2 S AR 24 Q805 W] T DA SRRl
B A1 SJBIsht F4s) Aol FaHES FYshe wHel BO.

2 Q89 99 20} F830] ALASL HLFOZA WS 2

o B8l BAC) 92 2ol oY FAVE A e ol

SEsha Aol o3 FAI9} vlasRA] Aol S-Yio] BT, the 3

Al T JFo] o] okl Hoblok & A= NHAOE A

|

K

AtHRome, when gowns not arms repelled / The fierce Epirot and the
African bold, 2-4).

ARkl A FElo] BARSE HIQle R FAE Ao R F8E 4 9l
= A 58S Ad FA 7ol 53PRE 87| A AR E R0l AthFol

He] A9 5A)9) shgarel APE £ 2 wle BRY FA) 4L HA
U A 9w, Rl vhAet i) $93 S gl A9 S Ad A
SAjolck, R AAAEA QS ERlA S 4 2 FHe BT A
o] ohiz} wiglo] o] Thk FHE TohtE T 23w itk Aol
F3 weba wiglel B9g Yo wh 2RHo FuH vjHz A 54
£ 25 2 jetala glow, ool Halel A 2 BiHhsk Avke A

)
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1 Qo=
G2 A W7t §] dES Ea, Ae] Fols ek
Folo] Azbs 7t2eA] AL wisiFUth 234 39 o7h = glgiA| Q.
SE7F 2 e dos TG ‘5‘-}9}1
A Fuot

besides to know
Both spiritual power and civil, what each means,
What severs each, thou hast learned, which few have done.
The bounds of either sword to thee we owe;
Therefore on thy firm hand Religion leans

In peace, and reckons thee her eldest son. (9-14)

HQ19] o]dd EEe okl el dE TSl “UAP (Both), “ZF7}(each), «3F
Z2(either) 59 ©ol7} wHEE 1 Q. Al AA| = BFF-A|(caesura)7} S}
=  Al8ie] vl Fo=® wubEdl B g
et 54 58 FalA Az <2t 749 99 (the bounds of either
sword)o|U “7FEtk (sever)Ehe oA =eus A4S dade w2l
Axs} FEego] drpy a3 ks aleth
HI19] o= Telo] Holghe Hateh & SollA 715asle] ERloZA
ATl A& wf FHafok & Aol sl o DA A=A Gk E o
1 3]%5%]2(The Reason of Church-government) (1642) SollA 32 =$)
| w3le} FRIE FejEojof dithe Yo & Alde) Bte AxAjo]7|% 8
A= WEH 2+ Azl digh =4, 94“?4-4 EHS A2 HekA] &
< Aol ASHAD 7hgell 2L, A 2)2s vIRSE YA]H A8)e} ke
e WA 592 Tigle] etk 2eja W il T B ARke] 8. A
old dlolt} ARl o) A3t Hdsd=re] nixo] Fje] F=9ls AL U
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g Ajo|a MEAQ] Fud 9789 A7 9A AR, DHE Ers oeg=
(Thomas Edwards)2] "7 18|} (Gangraena) 5-2] AHal9] o] &2 tf3l vk
oluf ZUIE 159 16014 AFe Tud Fdo] A 22 TAZ e T
o] e FHT Fosithe AMIS Gar UATh AAAR] &3t ASd=E 9
Tolle FuA 47 ent glo] A9 S AAlY AXZH FGelx dgst

oFY 5 e o] Aash Bagw, old A4 wEe] He WS 2

2 fE
Wolo] FmA oiu 412 P9 W TEY i), FHS &
HHor & g JA FHEG L7 %ﬂl‘l w49 l o 7T T 3ie

SIS 1tk 2IE 175] P S8 o] AAHAE Sk 94 2

= ole) BRH 53} Fad wES BE AT Welo) B AuHes

HolET, 922 Bl UHS T ARASE WolA) &5 BE Fo]
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=2
o
-

A gt} 2% 0]-%01]7]] AU} & 7UlaL = Alo]Ee BAle] HIlE ¢
o gy} Ak AXH(S506) $3HS FXE T (tableau)*H Holil

2Ee

old% nFH A 2ME 172 rizEa Yok WEe 7ol FuH vl
gl HF4 & AAsl= s, oA FSo] JFEYE HdS &
$A3 Por AN PN A%H0R T thivoR SEH W)
o] & WlEd oA Auz FEsla Yk

1 =30l '] 1640-5013th o] W E7} YAMA] 9] e B
AF71= s, BA1F 8749 Wil wigshy 553 HrE g H7)e WA
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vk vpx|et Al He] AY|E 20(“Lawrence of virtuous father virtuous son”), 21,
22(“Cyriak, this three years’ day these eyes, though clear to outward view”)<
E*O]‘j/}— 27e o WAl olsfatr] flsted 18] F7] AHEES ¢jojol & b
olFE 7IEAET 1tds] BaiA o] AFEEddMe e Aol FEleH B
oA FUARE, 714 gk Ftol|lA AEEE YH | Hgo] HRlth ShollA =9
H Al E 183k Hol =HIAT o =9= 2l X(Edward Lawrence) 2} Al
2o} 271U E 12} HARZ sk A T AHE= UE] “ARS| 2 (social) W
s BolEnh B3 o5 Av|EddA = WHo] X9} 23}, I del
TE A3 FHE olFo = 4o AL, & AsleHA A Fshs s
gk o] 2ol tisiA dES] AEeS AvE ARS AT o Atk
UE o] “ALS|Z” HRE= dRo] & wloU(Earl Miner)7} 7IAFE ARl
“Al3] 2 FAP(social mode) UEH =alo]E9] “FFZH F2(public mode)
= tHIg 72 A g dgolt wlolu Y AAtiE, $g8arr]e] =8
ojo] aedke] T, T 7] tiRtelA EEe F=1l, ofd QR %
A& WFoRE st AlE 2al e 2l 5
(coterie)S ZALEA oAl A= ety B WElo] F7)o] E517lEo]
A AR FAX O FAHA] 2, ol= AE ARHHS] 5255 odst
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o FHE F8H dsgo] W] EAshs A= v etk 2¥va Y=
TAE 9] RUEC A AAIE QIZE 1, 2E]AL o] AHEE ¢S Alojgka
A ZAES “F5A”(community)2}al TFE5E & Hag g Aoz
HLIthSonnets 13-19). o2y AFde 9 LElo] Ajleg of7)7el=

FE QBo|gtt. el o]5o0] FA] Y3t ARBle] AL IelM Fadh A8
o179 WHE 0|5 FA} AxAE A2} ALgH 02 F53 22X tehi
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7Ieh A& & =sltk & AQloluh AA, mlEe] BXF FA] # ohdzt
ZUIE 1004 2UIE 2190448 AL 14 Al 7 QALS, T8jal &)
E golxX e Wus] Aoz 7d 4 IS 939 RIS/ E3 8 5,
GRS 2R Al F7|AY A AE ¢S FTe
3 Ak
“ARBES Qo] “social”®] W2 AREE W 1HT F = At
3J(society)®] THE oWIEE “Flar A <Al “9Aro]  tHMiner,
Cavalier 3-15, 263-66). BEO] “ARS] AP 22 “AlaA]"Ql H5-S 1640-50ATH
o] U EoX BAAFETh=s 21 27} o] AlEellA F-& oAbt Ao &
A G ARSle] ARE HAFE FAl G A1) AAol T AASS =3
o} o]& &3 "WHo] o] ﬂ%ﬂ/\i ARl ©ate] Palo g zjale] HPrje} &
Al A Tg AL, o5 S 7o mm Aple] dske AlEle] S 1w
e Aol Olﬂif‘z} IS %@M &L AAE ) dskE FAoE 29l
S EAME A9 ojZgle] dadT. 1ejal viE o2fgh &4 el AR
U BEBde o] 433 b dEle AES AWske vlele Zi1A
AHAS dolx A ALl Alo] &3 S sl Elof Sl <3 E AP
o] IthA] HgtetA] ot Bt
2axel 27U E %X}i e ZUIEA o]d] SHo] FEHA Hols
7HE AN o] 7 Algre] WE wgt Ale]Ql vloth WH R T vo]w ofz]
T As E8 ok Al 9 25§29 Aus|s 2ot AEd) ght vk
HE 5 ZoPEE ARA, AhaF] "ilehe Qo] et R AVE 220
A D' Al A dgle] Azt #A1Q1 Aol tiste] =8 wjza; “F3lo]
UE AR 2] EU? FAGA, W7o, A5 Eesitde U 27%
FHJol| v 2A[AE]S 22 ATH="(What supports me dost thou ask? /

]

l-

[

The conscience, Friend, to have lost them overply’d / In liberty’s defence, my
noble task, 9-11)o]2kar A4] glo], TaalA Wi itk o] o] AHEEY
A o] AgEo)7]ol & F e oloPIE, K T Bl EojRa tie
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T & F e oloIE sk 7ol 7hsek Aotk

il Zlzel 271UE AR sk Allx] dRe] Adska e #4
B EARE AEJHQ "ol ettt AM|E 20014 BHE 19 22T =
oF g |2 AETAZE “slH32 AL 5218 17} ZE (neat repast
[...] Of Attick taste, with wine), “THX]A| AFE= FE(the lute well touched),
“BHo] X9 EXTNE F2E AFATE AT 2 HAE (artful voice
/ Warble immortal notes and Tuskan Air) 522 E1%=TH9-12). o]H U<t
st g AT} AREe 98 Hi= vt YAET B34, AH 5Y4e A
Astar Qar, 7HeEAl AHE HFS TRkl de-s ERISHHA, SAl0 ol

g AFS WAV A 23H WS TFCE s dolal S
HoAE: A% #3240 ?:174& AE, 283 EA% 34 A8
ol el w7t el 22 ARl £ 2zl Al Bl Alol A" QX7 ol

rlr

dEold S 259 FHE AAH7E JAE, LHE 203 210014
DAoL BT FeE AAHL Atk

220 27 2 PA% FFOE TSk Y A 47t ol
= AR 5 gled), SMIE 2034 21 BF F4% 27800 thslel sk glo.
U, 2R o] FAE E7% Foll e BAe aedt Al dASkL ol A
Al AeetaL ok 22jar ek A Z]*Bil—% Wl AH|E 209] vRR|EF 7
T22] 949(He who of those delights can judge, and spare / To interpose them
oft, is not unwise, 13—4)°ﬂ/‘1 & o] FAT EARL AR FPH 78
TAEe] ol AMIE 202 ASHH W GAE FAS HE o= AlA
3 3(1-2) “&-&3t ”‘”(a sullen day, 4)< 17} F2leh & BU7|E &Ws)

AA HIFEA A 78RS olobrletal Siok thE 3, AHIE 219 57
3 29Rly} 2324 5 o5 SE), 2YaL RUIE 220014 “Alde] s1gtE
7FH="(the world’s vain masque, 13)°.2 7F ’5‘] AFEHE A Adle a8
Folafe Welo] sk FAL o EE WA e A4 olselA @

13 %%
7] 1@ A3 A9jolek. AU 219) FuHRo)ME <7 W 20| A
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THHHRl oJEZ, A= FEF-%=tl(Today deep thoughts resolve with me to
drench / In mirth, 5-6), °]2A A& Zta 718-E FFafopt o] 37 o] 5o
Q= A7 e, HEY eV BlE, BAS BXF Avs A VA
HES T W] etk
2 Y2} A &H=0|(Hinman 259-62; Kerrigan, Rumrich, and Fallon 158)
DElo] o]y &g AA S FHSP] 93 FHo R 3ot FgAS Fet
© EFe AR a9 vt s AN 7S] At A go] got
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To measure life, learn thou betimes, and know
Toward solid good what leads the nearest way;

For other things mild Heaven a time ordains,

And disapproves that care, though wise in show,
That with superfluous burden loads the day,

And when God sends a cheerful hour, refrains. (9-14)
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Exploring “Solid Good”: An Examination of
John Milton’s 1640-50s Sonnets
Abstract Younkyung Kim

Though John Milton kept on writing sonnets during the busy years of the
English Civil War, his sonnets have been relatively ignored by scholars partly
because his sonnets do not look like a proper sonnet sequence. This paper
examines several sonnets that Milton composed in the 1640s and 1650s, noting
how the poet addressed his audience in these sonnets which resemble a social
discourse.

In the sonnets dedicated to his close associates, such as Henry Lawes or
Catherine Thomason, Milton uses the literary conventions of occasional poetry
in the manner of Ben Jonson and Cavalier poets. When Milton praises the
cultural excellence or religious, social virtues of his addressees, whose political
views often differ from his, he takes a tolerant attitude and, by highlighting
those exemplary figures, tries to sketch the historical development of his
country.

In contrast, some of Milton’s 1640-50s sonnets evince direct influences of
the Civil War. Inheriting the classical satire or epigram and imitating the
political pamphlets of the period, in these sonnets Milton denounces political
enemies or extols the virtue of the Republican leaders. When he criticizes
problematic religious policies or the reactions to his divorce tracts, he utilizes
the colloquial tone and sensational images, or new formal features like the
coda. Milton’s judgment on and praise of the contemporary political figures

such as Oliver Cromwell or Henry Vane stresses their critical roles in uncertain
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times and the diverse political, religious virtues required in the Civil War.
Milton’s sonnets addressed to his close friends are characterized by their
conversational tone and the theme of common experience of convivial times.
In these particularly “social” sonnets, he emphasizes the balanced, humbled
attitude toward the troublesome world and the calm appreciation of the mirth

provided by the provident, beneficial God.
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John Milton, sonnet, the English Civil War, political poetry, occasional poetry,
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