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T 2 FAE obvke Tejofgd R0 AT vls wdAkeh dEE Ak
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o], =7k #71A7F Al = Asetr] el “=Rste YR
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g A A7FE AAA - Y-S EAZIE (mar . . . trees with writing
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A )lEEol o] A 23S felA wol w0l AAMY B s RS
URNAES 2t “U5 A5 (leafy screens)S THE0] €5 1178k, o]
&S wwde] wgl BtelE wojuiekar vr-oll Al g E8h="(bid the trees / Unfix
his earth-bound root)Z -2 A4 olu|x| ]‘:}(561 4.1.95-96).
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AL A Aotk 152 w5 A WA R T B2 A%S Aikehe
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A”(to buy more land)olgte ] &} 22 2xE 7HHTH45). 1#A e
FES BAslel FAE wiFske sAld Ao oFgk o] HHES o
a59] AE il e A we g skal, 4o soks Y ¥ B2 8
S ATk AL olFA FHAor Fas} 4TS VAT & F 7S] Y
Aol A B E AL AR EAES 7]estaL ‘ol Hol= Ao ool =
Aol tgk 1&”(a lesson about what is below the level of the visible)& &}
BA FH9).
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AL, ANt vhe] o] Aejzle] A SaL ik AU i

P 17A417] et da SA wigE AeAle vl A n)H 27] AL Fele] JgS
FAXo® Kol Frt. ¥y A BE I B Z-9-(Peterborough), ¢ ] (Ely), 1=
EE Fedford)®] U AL S AL B S AAW 128 ABAE 1 184
oA HFE 98 5 e 53 &, 29 AWAT 1747 o]& At w42}
12 713ke] AjEE o] T 341710 AR StE et v o) dell A= 2 Aol Bl
2 ol ARFEA PAUE ATIHE olFik ERER A5 4 Qe W Ade] 1
FEEA Bk oA FE SO §43] FAEL, Mol HA8lA & HUTh = SAY
O AAE 9 Qo] AA ALA ARG FE B, T4 A, 122 ) vSF Aol
o] AefA wFel el frAHo] G FHES AR Tt FRaA Al ek
AFEE BTS2 S 2eu vl Folle Bt Bie FEERto] AjRo] b
TE AE AU AR7F AT 1741719] 7 AES] mEY, 5 vl AFL 5
7hdE AAFEAA Bl 4 e 23S XY 3t (Merchant 57-58).
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FH% 0 2" (more efficiently; 85) AH-8-317] 913 ‘5’50] TET FIE A 2
H AXE w9 Loz vhEo] HFT

A zglo] ZAEEolA “Hall$ %7 (unwholesome fen; Tempest 1.2.325),
“M -2 Z”(rotten fens; Coriolanus 3.3.131) 52 X do| EAd %, FA= AT
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Agol 2AGEE B 4+ Qb FTD FroIAD B Woluh

But he always spoke of the land his grandparents found with distaste--
those gigantic gallinippers, snakes everywhere, cattails, leeches, mud
puppies, malaria, an expanse of winter ice skateable, in 1889, from Cabot

east, across our land, all the way to Columbus, ten miles away. (46)
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teolu s ziel o] gojolA & AldE F= Ade “dd 848
(fretful elements; 3.1.4)0|t}. loJoll Al AJ-AE F7]¢], glof= A9 8AES
Abelet F wE) Agslel s vk ebitolgkal B 2rH3221-22). T o o] A,
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abundance of life; 132)%} 37 Ao} vt 224 FA = AE|Alel Hiiolt)
Eoll air e, AYe AL B5 ol & AFth 2y “E53 1)
& (moist breeze; 27)°l F 3l 7tell gho}l Q= A& Folabar, oA 7} v 9w
7] A ARAA EZ([Rose)ot T “Eo] Aol W 2l o)”(soaking up the
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3} A39] “&7]”(dampness; 206)7F 18] 9] E7 S Zrol vpAth 3 2AFE0
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She that herself will sliver and disbranch
From her material sap, perforce must wither,
And come to deadly use. (4.2.35-37)

9o &MU e] tiAtell A e YR o 2 e 22 s DehA A A
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237 3113 17} (the silence and the sense of companionship I felt from
the animals; 135)& Folgtth
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The fact is, I was already exhausted with the effort of it all, already
hopeless, already recalling those months just after my mother died as if
nothing had intervened between that time and this. . . . I felt another
animal in myself, a horse haltered in a tight stall, throwing its head and
beating its feet against the floor, but the beams and the bars and the
halter rope hold firm, and the horse wears itself out, and accepts the

restraint that moments before had been an unendurable goad. (198)
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He exploded. “People have known for ten years or more that nitrates
in well water cause miscarriages and death of infants. Don’t you know
that the fertilizer runoff drains into the aquifer? I can’t believe this.”
“It wasn’t that. It just hasn't worked. Rose drank the water—"
“It's not uniform. It doesn’t affect everyone the same, and not all

wells are the same. Yours might be closer to the drainage wells.” (165)
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I was always aware, I think, of the water in the soil, the way it travels
from particle to particle, molecules adhering, clustering, evaporating,
heating, cooling, freezing, rising upward to the surface and fogging the
cool air or sinking downward, dissolving this nutrient and that, quick in
everything it does, endlessly working and flowing, a river sometimes, a
lake sometimes. When I was young, I imagined it ready at any time to

rise and cover the earth again, except for the tile lines. (16)

loop of poison; 370)7}
T oo A o] FAIF e
2] 28 AFHEc). ol A poison’ & EF
A=A N S Adets G A, 2loj7t Sl AHlS &l 3o
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You see this grand history, but I see blows. I see taking what you want
because you want it, then making something up that justifies what you
did. I see getting others to pay the price, then covering up and
forgetting what the price was. Do I think Daddy came up with beating
and fucking us on his own? . . . No. I think he had lessons, and those

lessons were part of the package, along with the land and the lust to
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run things exactly the way he wanted to no matter what, poisoning the
water and destroying the topsoil and buying bigger and bigger
machinery, and then feeling certain that all of it was ‘right’, as you say.
(342-43)
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ABSTRACT

Jane Smile’s A Thousand Acres:

King Lear Reinterpreted from Ecofeminist Perspectives

Haeja Do

A first acquaintance with the title and epigraph of A Thousand Acres shows
that Smiley has interests which extend far beyond appropriating the plotline of
Shakespeare’s King Lear and its characters. Smiley adopts an ecofeminist
perspective. From an ecofeminist perspective, some Shakespeare’s plays reveal
problematical attitudes towards the nonhuman nature and the relationship
between women, animals, and nature. So does King Lear, of which the natural
images and metaphors are carefully reworked into a twentieth-century American
farming context in A Thousand Acres. In the play, water, marshes, and animals are
generally evoked in a negative or accusatory manner. Patriarchs in A Thousand
Acres have similar attitudes towards them. But these images are rethought and
revised by the narrator and characters who take a nature-friendly approach. The
novel shares with the play the poison motif as a metaphor for human greed and
destruction. Whereas the poison motif in the play is used to show daughters’
corruption and wickedness, in the novel the poisons are pesticides and fertilizers
that patriarchs used. Rapacious agricultural practices causes poisoning of the
women’s bodies, leading to cancer and miscarriages. The novel repeated the
parallels between the technological invasion of the landscape with the mastery and
abuse of the female character. At the end of the novel, nature is vanquished on
both the farm and in Ginny’s life, but unlike Goneril in the play, Ginny acquires

a great deal of valuable insight and manages to survive in the novel.

Key Words | ecofeminism, patriarchy, women, nature, marsh, water, animal,

land, poison
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