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The time’s now come when they were both Entranc’d
And full as oft in active Measures Danc’t.” (381-84)

Through their Excess of Bliss, and high content,
Five or six times these Doves together went,
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After a pretty amorous Discourse,

She does resist my Love with pleasing force,
Mov'd not with Anger but with Modesty:
Against her will she is my Enemy.8 (1-4)
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Sighing at length her force she does recall,
And since I must have Part she’l give me AlL
Her arms the joyful Conqueror embrace,

And seem to guide me to the fought-for place. (17-20)

of22e] x| ] BPxf= Ale] ZWHEE o] A} AbaLE ARrle] Hae] R He
o wx, tA] wal oA ] A AtLE Ao mA APl T A e Al
= 751 = IE!l—/\éo] EX—]%]—

o ux qhHehA] L oo miRE & ¢ gl A Al el dAH e
THE dlFEe Aotk

o2g A7k g Al /1710l A sk 7 WA HdEFe shape] A
2] Aol it HAtel ke SA14 AteE BARshHs e A9l MEkEd] &
AT T o2 o] et s NAAA Akl SA4 4
of Aujz, T Arle] A= A sl Aotk o 22E] A e
EAAY Ao)re Ao w mefur|Ru T HEEES] FHollA] ohrlE ol
ot

L

s

0 5549060 esloF B Aol TR
Uoaw Age B el $uE s,
o} ATk FAel el <@ wEw

a5t &1L,

Uabehel] 19k 2hE)x] FHojw gy,



sk dgel A ol T RW S Alsh ¢y A 917) 39

1

Come to the Temple where I shou’d implore
My saint, I worship at the sacred door.

Oh cruel chance! the Town which did oppose
My strength so long now yields to my dispose
When, overjoy’d with victory, I fall

Dead at the foot of the surrender'd wall. (25-30)
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Permits his force, yet gently strove;
Her Hands his Bosom softly meet,
But not to put him back designed,
Rather to draw him on inclined:

Whilst he lay trembling at her feet,

Resistance tis vain to show;10 (14-19)
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She cried — ‘Cease, cease — your vain desire,
Or I'll call out — what would you do?
My dearer honour even to you
I cannot, must not give — retire,
Or take this life, whose chiefest part
I gave you with the conquest of my heart.” (25-30)
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Abandoned by her pride and shame,

She does her softest Joys dispense,

Offering her virgin innocence

A victim to love’s sacred flame;

While the o’er-ravished shepherd lies
Unable to perform the Sacrifice. (65-70)
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Her timorous hand she gently laid

(Or guided by design or chance)

Upon that fabulous Priapus,

That potent god, as poets feign. (103-6)
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He cursed his birth, his fate, his stars

But more the shepherdess’s charms,

Whose soft bewitching influence

Had damned him to the hell of impotence. (137-40)
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Naked she lay, clasped in my longing arms,

I filled with love, and she all over charms;

Both equally inspired with eager fire,

Melting through kindness, flaming in desire.ll (1-4)
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Her nimble tongue, Love’s lesser lightening, played
Within my mouth, and to my thoughts conveyed
Swift orders that I should prepare to throw




oSk Bl g rolFA R e

JQ:

TNk 2 AAA Y 97 47

The all-dissolving thunderbolt below. (7-10)
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Frighted she wakes. and waking frigs.
Nature thus kindly eased

In dreams raised by her murmuring pigs

And her own thumb between her legs,
She’s innocent and pleased. (35-40)
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To see how the ballocks came wobbling after,
And had not their weight retarded the foe,
Indeed ‘'t had gone hard with Signior Dildo. (89-92)

The good Lady Sandys burst into a laughter
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But whilst her busy hand would guide that part
Which should convey my soul up to her heart,
In liquid raptures I dissolve all o’er,

Melt into sperm, and spend at every pore.

A touch from any part of her had done’t:

Her hand, her foot, her very look’s a cunt. (13-18)
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When, with a thousand kisses wandering o’er
My panting bosom, ‘Is there then no more?’
She cries. ‘All this to love and rapture’s due;

Must we not pay a debt to pleasure too?”” (21-24)
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This dart of love, whose piercing point, oft tried,
With virgin blood ten thousand maids have dyed;
Which nature still directed with such art
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That it through every cunt reached every heart—
Stiffly resolved, “twould carelessly invade
Woman or man, nor aught its fury stayed:

Where’er it pierced, a cunt it found or made—(37-43)

e Aol - Aol A Sixbm ARle] A E AR T o] =33 A
Ztell drht & 5014 A=k /A =AY 2Ok AV1E 4S A (Now
languid lies in this unhappy hour, / Shrunk up and sapless like a withered
flower, 37-45). < o]Al T o] gt 313t Ao o] ofe} o4 <]
AR 3, AL AE HoR gRldn Eitolet 2a1 Fojet 9l
rol2] 2gk Azt ellA FAdol A= Wy glo] AAEY] wEel] HH st
AAHQL Aloleh g, o] UN- ewoldl 2yt A Hlvs F, 1
W7E U obsthlA a3lvhs 5 g el Aol tigh s Ql Wy =
A7be A B Aol S48k @tk 287] witel] 2A~HAA dge
A= dd A | volrk EAe] A tiel A zE owa A7 .
“B71Eeol WSk ZAIXHE] VEe agle] 5 dake] dAlA dapehrli
 QIRE E=Ae] BUHRE 230l &4—% A8 7] wlii-o] th(Fabricant 348).
we] $17] skl A, ARale] A Skl A, 2o sl S
SHA 9] & Rk Aol Wl %iE}E— 14 kel A, A =B 9] shAb=
Ut 5= AR AR 9] Et s EElekal ARAle] el Al AFE v

F719] el whA et

i)
o,
I
rlo
)
o

N

np'
o

o by FARE, 24 Y Fene ¢
g FeEE dael wHEl,
el vjupes EE R,

=
HEo] A2 52 dlashs ool

A
]
e

Ml

5L 47 ZelnA Fojwele
W ebel Lt Aol HES Wy Eobrh .
0 =E sjete] Wy viel Al g9 )



52

2

S

Worst part of me, and henceforth hated most,
Through all the town a common fucking-post,

On whom each whore relieves her tingling cunt
As hogs do rub themselves on gates and grunt,
May’st thou to ravenous chancres be a prey,

Or in consuming weepings waste away;

May strangury and stone thy days attend;

May’st thou ne’er piss, who did refuse to spend
When all my joys did on false thee depend. (62-70)
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ABSTRACT

Modernity and Male Sexuality:
“Imperfect Enjoyment” Poems and the Crisis of Masculine Identity

In-Han Jeon

This paper purposes to investigate the crisis of masculine identity
projected in the so-called “Imperfect Enjoyment” poems written in the
Restoration period. This paper argues that some English versions of
“Imperfect Enjoyment” poems go further in revealing male anxiety while
describing the unfortunate incident of “premature ejaculation” than its
Latin and French counterparts. In Latin and French counterparts, this paper
argues, male sexual debacle is presented as temporary thus recoverable
though humiliating, so it does not put fundamental questions on the male
authority based on the potency of “phallus.” However, this paper points
out that some English versions of “Imperfect Enjoyment” poems relate the
male debacle with the crisis of male sexuality and masculine identity in that
these poems regard the failure of phallus not as temporary but as
fundamental.

George Etherege’s “Imperfect Enjoyment” dodges the male crisis as
neatly as possible by employing metaphoric devices that distance the male
debacle from the fundamental male crisis and, in so doing, by silencing
female voice. Yet, this paper argues, the success of these strategies is
temporary and limited as the success is only functional in the realm of
poetic rhetoric monopolized by a male poet. In Aphra Behn's
“Disappointment,” male anxiety is exploited to the full and the crisis of
phallus and masculine identity is realized as the authority and potency of
male phallus is found groundless and the male sexual role and the female

one are radically reversed. In this poem, the male becomes the female as
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his phallus cannot perform its promised function.

This paper finds the fundamental doubt on male sexuality in John
Wilmot, Earl of Rochester’s “Imperfect Enjoyment.” In this poem, female
sexual desire comes to the fore, thus making the female not as beneficiaries
of male sexual desire but as sexually autonomous beings. In so doing, this
poem sees the failure of phallus as the fundamental condition of male
existence. This poem, this paper finally argues, takes male authority and
the phallic myth into pieces, painfully recognizing males as beings stranded
in the world where they are deprived of the power of their illusory phallus

while females are demanding sexual gratification.

Key Words | Imperfect Enjoyment Poems, George Etherege, Aphra Behn, John
Wilmot, Earl of Rochester, “Imperfect Enjoyment,” “Disappointment,” male

sexuality, masculine identity, phallus
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