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Whene Guenore, ful gay, grayped in pe myddes,
Dressed on pe dere des, dubbed al aboute,
Smal sendal bisides, a selure hir ouer
Of tryed tolouse, and tars tapites innoghe,
Pat were enbrawded and beten wyth pe best gemmes
Pat my3t be preued of prys wyth penyes to bye,
in daye.
Pe comlokest to discrye
Per glent with y3en gray,
A semloker pat euer he sy3e

Soth mo3t no mon say.2 (74-84)
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Penne lyst pe lady to loke on pe knyst,

Penne com ho of hir closet with mony cler burdez.

Ho watz pe fayrest in felle, of flesche and of lyre,

And of compas and colour and costes, of alle ober,

And wener pen Wenore, as pe wy3e bost.

Ho ches pur3 be chaunsel to cheryche pat hende. (941-46)
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ABSTRACT

Woman, Magic and the Court in Sir Gawain and the Green Knight
Yejung Choi

This study tries to analyze the role and the meaning of woman and magic
in King Arthur's court in Sir Gawain and the Green Knight. This study focuses
on the fact that the poem which begins with a sudden appearance of a magical
being ends in the erasure of the presence of the supernatural and Morgan, its
motivating force, while highlighting the unity and the renown of the Round
Table. First, this study examines the feminine text in which the dynamic of the
desires and actions of Guenevere, Lady, and Morgan are inscribed. Though their
presence is consistently marginalized or almost erased, the symbolic and
substantial power of women is palpable in the text. Secondly, this study focuses
on the simultaneous invocation and revocation of the presence and power of
magic. This study points out the absence of the demystification or
disenchantment scene in the work which are usually found as a conventional
feature in romances as well as of the explication of the extent and the nature
of the might of Morgan. Finally, this study focuses on the process of
negotiation, revision of meanings which is presented to be the crux of the
subsistence of the identity of the Arthurian court. Marginalization at once of
woman and magic is central to the revisionism prevalent in the Arthur's court.
Renegotiation, compromise, re-valorization and revision are the key to the

hermeneutics of Camelot.

Key Words | woman, magic, court, Gawain, Green Knight, Morgan, Guenevere,

Arthur, revisionism
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