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ABSTRACT

“Making Time their king”: The Christmas Culture and Politics of
the Early Modern Inns of Court in Thomas Middleton’s Masque
of Heroes

Bomin Kim

This article investigates the cultural work done by Thomas Middleton’s
Masque of Heroes in the context of Christmas culture and politics at the early
modern Inns of Court. Christmastide at the Inns of Court was a season reserved
for the cultivation and exercise of the younger Inns of Court men’s aristocratic
cultural capital by means of revels and Christmas commons. The custom of
Christmas keeping by the junior constituencies came under increasing pressure
of their governors to suppress or circumscribe the seasonal junior autonomy. By
making the end of Christmastide the subject matter of his Christmas masque,
Middleton aesthetically mythologizes this major source of intramural political
tension at the Inner Temple whereby the ambiguity of his allegorical masque
allows for an imaginative and imaginary room for contending parties to come

to an agreement on Christmas in and through the masque itself.

Key Words | Thomas Middleton (1580-1627), Masque of Heroes (1619), non-courtly

masque, Inns of Court, Inner Temple, Christmas commons, revels
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Out of these scattered sibyl’s leaves
Strange prophecies my fancy weaves:

And in one history consumes,

Like Mexique Paintings, all the plumes.
What Rome, Greece, Palestine, ere said

I in this light mosaic read.

Thrice happy he who, not mistook,

Hath read in Nature's mystic book. (577-84)
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a3t HE THOoR HolFA L,
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Here in the morning tie my chain,

Where the two woods have made a lane;
While, like a guard on either side,

The trees before their Lord divide;

This, like a long and equal thread,

Betwixt two labyrinths does lead.

But, where the floods did lately drown,
There at the evening stake me down. (617-24)
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Whence, for some universal good,

The priest shall cut the sacred bud;

While her glad parents most rejoice

And make their destiny their choice. (741-44)
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£ DEAT 945F ulelopr} ABste] ¥S WA FEE o] IA7t Beiy
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€ el dEod Aol nhE2 wojsa 7hE o] Jx]o] FHAY FUH
ulet el FolAlE S (o] ) LY (A7) Hele] A5 PAY
A2 BT gk of5ol Qi 4L AT FUHE A9 F, 2O o}
=41 Hojg s FR= Aol of wp “=iiet A=”(DC 1. 20, 70)= 530 °f
BE o925 9N A7) 7HRe) G2 @A WHol ohet B vhelot AER
7129] oFEEolA 44 5]'7]§_ AARGAT UL HolWAo] ARS B 22
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S GA 7Y GLe] Y93 &7 (Paradise’s only map; 768)7F 2 4= Slth. “11
2(769) Bl o] JAt= 17He] 7ty A HE oty E dET ok
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.|_4

20 glgjop HolWMAL 16579 %] HWEo]x, vJd Z2} 2A|(George Villiers, Second
Duke of Buckingham)e} ZER T, g+ wf M2 W& gfut P=3 o5|u} AT T
9] o] At Aeo= it ZE AFAG5H] fAgt AAH At & 4 vk
(Williams 57). 23] &gt 32k npejopol|A] dk G711 o] ZF9] oA A4 zhefFat
£ 29 oiElot= 17049 34} §lo] =t (Brickson 161-62).
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But now the salmon-fishers moist

Their leathern boats begin to hoist;

And, like antipodes in shoes,

Have shod their heads in their canoes.
How tortoise like, but not so slow,

These rational amphibii go?

Let's in: for the dark hemisphere

Does now like one of them appear. (769-76)

88 “H3to] FA)”(Heaven's centre; 767)¢1 HojZ 2 71H22] uljo] digh 4
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ABSTRACT

Marvell’s Stoic Self-Discipline in “Upon Appleton House”

Jin-Ah Lee

Andrew Marvell's “Upon Appleton House, To My Lord Fairfax” is a
country house poem with the apparent purpose of praising Sir Thomas, Lord
Fairfax and his family. However, the marked presence of the narrator poet in
this poem invites us to listen to his ventriloquial voice that speaks of his
endeavors to cope with “the force and mutability of fortune.” Focusing on the
narrator poet in this poem reveals the contours of Marvell's stoic self-discipline
through his meditations and reflections in the garden-like countryside of
Appleton House and its estate. Justus Lipsius’s (Neo)stoicism, a philosophy that
attempts to combine classical stoicism and Christianity to help the individual to
live through religious wars and political conflicts, seems to be a guiding
principle in Marvell's discipline for private and public adversities. “Upon
Appleton House” is a topography of Marvell’s stoic training to find a way out
of and prepare himself for the future career of “political man” in the labyrinths

of the English Revolution and its aftermaths.

Key Words | Andrew Marvell, “Upon Appleton House,” (Neo)stoicism, Justus

Lipsius, De constantia, self-discipline
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