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12751 A=A = 1Al o8] A E ol 3 (scandalum magnatum)H S
7%‘: 24 A 91713 &<t 137933} 1389'd 5+ zbeloll 24 A d . A3E ook

A A A “F R (publish)3ro.2X 43 =& 7+ 315 24ste 3
%ﬂOl Ao gk T4, HHS FAge RN 1ES et
Here mRataat G of W, A7IZE U GUE shitshe A%
Srof| & 5

1881 RIS v3el 4 AR A ZAER & s E

= o=

A3% Aojok YW PAS 240 93} 1 Rl AYE Ha 4§ W9
s Aolth 13793 71geke] Wl dey Sheld HERS & gl vhael
9% W8 “olE SRS AT, FAPARA), ) AL WA Bl

=" (the Chancellor, Treasurer, Clerk of the Privy Seal, Steward of the King’s
House, Justices of the one Bench or of the other)s < (Z33ESE FriH,
13699 A AW 5 9 P WAE Hhs AR 28 S Ao A
gho] ofeh 1A AEd A A 3

A=
259-61; Green 244). o] 2% Ad A3 7|7¢
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MR E A= AHL S S (slander)# of] #3F th& AWl P53 o &0
ZEe v} o, Furh WHEgd 2l = 24 A8 G AR 9] RG-S ke
ok Al ol WFe] A& WS BAToEM AHzte] Bas A9 A
9 AL AL H AR A= 24 A A oX) i FH A Y
Zloltk, ®esE A oleks Aol Z’\i«] A F2dRle] o]ok7](The

Manciple’s Tale)9t 74 o2 AHALTE= S vk A 19 dx=xxt
AeatA] @21 o] ZHEo] 13791 d o} 13891 2] o dEH Aol e AL S

)
o2

UHFaL Qekal W7l of Yk SRAIRE 3] 2 (Phoebus)oll €] @l 1] offj o]
S aAAE HE A 2L B 7 st waeh wE el A & vl
WA= 7hvke] o] g-shell A Aol thet v FHE rAlete = Fl Ak o
A YE 3 A2 g of g Gk F dolrh Ad A AR el iRk <l
At A rAgeRN amds oprE AR A} =¢tks Al s
© AuiFe] oA Fol A= 2418 WA FEY TN A9 2l &3] o
Efrt Qe

FAF2ER1e olop7]ol vt HlH2 T2 3t Aol gk 4 =
Adojof o goldte= Ao 2HE 250 $HGrudin 150; Berch 288). 319 =
(Donald Howard)oll w2 5 # A 5214 9] o|ok7] (The Second Nun’s Tale)s
zstel] e W] o] ok7]y(The Canterbury Tales)®] whA9t A o]okr|& HA=
stolg o] dofl o] FojHE A o] BE ALl SN AKE HEotwA
o g5 “o|ok7] A" (tale-telling game) AA| S F-A8laL, “tol AlM $-8} e
AL 5 F 1S F ot (Thou getest fable noon ytoold for me, "1LTAMA] 9]
oF7] XAl ,(The Parson’s Prologue) 31)28}= W2 o]o}7| & A|&8H= alt AbA
9] oJok7| & FH|SHA SHTh304). E]<=(Lee Patterson) GA| 2]FxdQle] -3}
= A ARALE) ofoprlell Wigk EH] AolEhis Aol FolshiA, o] AEe T2

_I

o

3 AI(S. S. Hussey)& HIZEEH RE M| 71E5L TAF2ER1E o]opr]| 7t ghARl AFxd
Qloju} z1.8 olofr| o] Migdte] AAYE i, ArFRA A9 AR FES] AS5HA
FUSTS AHBHHA, o] 2 %O] e olopr]; & Ae] mpA o]opr]lel . E-5)
AL Z7)Fel &3kl =33th137). ey o] Bl THES o] AsEo] A9 MY
222l Y49 (sardonic maturlty, 138)& H.o]Frhe =3 (Neville Coghill)o] o1&
F&ate] A9 AFE T AdHFHoR FrRelgded gt

2R wmfo AMEH BE 2 AE] 282 The Riverside ChaucerS ST}, =0l <&
BE &4 A9 W92 274 A

Ly
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/] 3] \(Chaucer’s Retraction)9k =] Al 2k§] zpAlell tigh b7he] 29], =}
71Nk o] TR olhar Hrh@E77). F, AFEE19] oloplell ] 2t T ALAl
7F ks vk a9 5] §-5kE SEEomA wolopr] AlY el FryAddt
e AlgeAl AL vk Aolvh dhH AAE (V. ] Scattergood) T+ 2
@] ©] =1 T (Louise Fradenburg)= 7hit+ o W 29| A7} Alete} 2]
AE G B, o] F5Fo] AAE AlQlolAL ko] AR A

g A=
ZA7F Tl Al g Al gt o FaE shal AAS A F deAE o

oF7|8l= Aolgt & Aldtt}3

R o) T FERGl ofop]

i
i
1)

4 =

A ek Aol soldth A= o AEelA o ¥
3 o E T moln, BYS THseta 28R A o] Fo] & 5
=5 o] iR Adzelehs, flofol tg 717 = Ao A7 AEA]l Blies &
gk, Aofol g ZAH RN EHEt e HE olobr]; Q%Ola}ﬂ

olof7] 7} oAb Aeksls v NARA Qofe] FAIE thita wh, 21oje] o
& 2hle] gl A8l BAIE vletis Azkel BRelA HEE e oSk

N
Do) M 7] 2o} AR E HEE 24 S ALEd] SEHE AdojSo] A A

JPomiy AN wishad sh= 4A s} tRol, o] FA| wo]
Hhale wlEe] Bl U, 9w A91E HoFa glrk 53, dae gA A

P TAEZEQY o]oky] = 2003 W7t Studies in the Age of Chaucer 532 FA=,
o ZhEo] i3l & 6W o] =2 A9 R Adojof A9 Algtolgt= EAE T
St} ol & E¢] WA|(Mariannne Berch)i= T2 EZ2E19] o]op7] o A FAPH O] =4
02 2&H A5 HAFOZMN A= To| M E HEstE shte] oA 7H
T e ALE st dvkal F7dghth289). 31212 (John Hines)©] 73‘?—5 A Ezx
ele] ofekr] 7k Ao 3] Z ]l 3l gt ookt 7Hlf(Chr1stopher CannonH

FHE Seaun, 5 “01013§H”(Speechact5) ool FHeksl, 2417} o] AES Fl
) S191AE= 1 e] s BN g Astop slel, 1wk
B ool FYF P2 WHT 5 A& BT Arkn FFerhE0m).
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Fol e B 31 (Nicholas Brember)9} x=2:3E(John Northampton)S 54 S
2 3 2RIAE (merchant capitalists)?} 277 & Z = (smallcrafts guilds) 7He] &

7
ol A HE 13819 9 W SFY T T 2, AHE 249 9 3|7he] 7
5, 22131 1399 H 919k dl] 4418] F9lol| o] =7 74A] ofe] AX|A WS
oA, stF7E At dhaL AIRJIEE A3 AAERIAE Al 2= tiAbR
(broadsides) ¢} &2 FH 2 283 o] gl, ZopE R AT EAY
(Hanrahan 261; Justice 13-66; Strohm, England’s Empty Throne 19-25). H ¢t
FAFxdQle] ofopy] rto] ope} FEH 2 o]okr]; o] A4 Y= &
I Aojell thak A2l 2= ol ALS A kit A FashA &
53], ARl AFxEele] WA, Ael A EAE ddA
(“a temple,” "ZA Al y(The General Prologue) 567)°l 2~
(“minor officer”; Wallace 247)1 11, o] W3t o] &
AL 247} o HES B3 S AL vl o]
%3}3’— Ath= A S 7Hs sl gk B =S
7w gl Aad Aae Bk ARd
WA o2 ARES] s P95 FAHeH,
o] 7kt A7t ghe oS “ ¥ 229 3" (Phoebus’ house)©
8 Eolumal gl 7719 Fola EAls} olgrel Faehs o
e o7t Ad 5 dHow aga Hg
FRoR o] ZAEE olddt=d T8 84w FEer)
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Y 1447] L FA g ZH ol B3 A 7152 Memorials of London and London LifeS &3
g A A= 2419 #Hek A-ds D*EH o] AlmE T v V2 éC(Chrls
Given-Wilson)®] A4 ¢A] 1387 A] 1399 7 dE T = ZtX| A mED FHE
2 ohRaL Q) ol Bal wrish U ol 8% 7 ST el BA] 34
SAL, A ESo] Aol EH ENHS RAIEHE S HeE AeS B 4 gl
oh 4] dojF eBoletal A= v 2 ALE A el YAE 24 T

E
Q5 Abel7h Arh) Eeagn BgE el Fol JAUEAS gstn Yk
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£ 7leE0l 59A

S Jor, £ vhA] dhas IUE HAFS X SHES

AEe] S BARRE 22t 7153 27k m FAH o] Q= 45| 2ARlE
=

=

2l :
2 A7dell A3 w)”(Whan Phebus dwelled heere in this erthe adoun; 1)z}
= UE AFsh 249 ojoprlel o I abA w2 HAe] F ol ofuet
“Froltal wels A A58 7P A olal 2ugE o w2 why AL, du e
ok 7| Ak(bachiler; 107)0]1 4} Z1 1L o} ST ol |2 & A% Bo dHown &
Aot aelar 9] ofll= olFAk FojRA] @2 A A ol (wyf; 139) =

27lE ot} shabs v vt AAle] B Rtk ¥ ARShs ohulE S @
F7] el wstow of kil s, o] e ofule] o' ol B
=87 H= As e llE dn 9] o]7]4) 9] AxAke] ™ (“For hym were
looth byjaped for to be”; 145), ~19] o}t AP o= 37kl 743l A <]
Mol =atsitt. Aol g3omA [e &3] Al 959 Jovkiy 1 A5
A5 Bgshs FAR A HE ) o & 5o vhEdhE(Gaston Bachelard)
Holgt x4l A of=37te] B o= QIFolAl HAA (stability) o] 7

& A3 T Folehn FAAHW). et AHHQ FrroRA Hel 4o

I

o

C HAS FEAGlol 12 A A7 SlBA 1 B0E Kk ol
7ol whe, 1ol m Az A7k Aale) Fg o1l s Al )
AAo] GebA7] nhRlelt), ol g Bo] Aolel Avlsh wa, Aate] o]

= 4E FUE QAT ARl WA sk drid Yol
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W 5 Qe FAAH, viVIAR 3l 2] HE 19 oX|of we} AF2] F7ko]
obd A9} BAl] Fo2 7Esta Y Aolth I as Al EAThE
A4 3}

&5 (“governaunce”; 158)& H 1 75 ZLOAA op o] whE-S i
Stob7iAl & Aol AzbRint shAnt “ T
ol AR Sfulell A ghAE o] 1] AR OWW Wt 5o okt
ohfiE AAs] Auf, delsta vk Sl
J|u 0] ob | B AfehE 2 EEEM] 9] ok TeHE &

Ashe B JAANOEA 1 E9 A4 fASS FEen ek

”(governaunce)©| 2= Lol Ul

By
X
rr
=)

A, Fuzo] el ek @ vhelh Ade)
T aAE edEe AN 712
< tEAR wehs WE tEAsY
b, 2] Fell ohizt st AslEdl
I Ale] BEHn aUE o AREA,
AUE RS ZelE 8] 9l
o ¥AYE =HgA L,
o, Ak ek
av AR wok avE 5 A HY

Now hadde this Phebus in his hous a crowe
Which in a cage he fostred many a day,
And taughte it speken, as men teche a jay.
Now hadde this Phebus in his hous a wyf.
Which that he lovede moore than his lyf,
And nyght and day dide evere his diligence
Hir for to plese and doon hire reverence
Save oonly, if the sothe that I shal sayn,
Jalous he was, and wolde have kept hire fayn. (130-44)

g 29 7] oF ol & 9 9] HA& il “crowe” 9t “wyf ek vhA R &
ofRt B Al FEL TS AFESte] Ao M A= Al 271 AR up
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2 ool 158 HA7} FAFEHE GAgE QH[=0] Tl jol| 4] T 2o A
FAR2Y2z9 TS aAEEE A2 AFA 7 (“crow”) 7t obd g A7l
(“raven”)o|th. 247} T2 0] A7l (“raven”)E ZFRFA R vk A, CLE]aL
AHNA T 2e] opfjo] o] Fo] IR 2, F 7huhe] ek ARES 9229 o]
5 = oliiet 7Y fAE S AR AIRE ST Ak ol E
lolgbe= & 3toll 7FraL 1 o] AR S-S SAlste g AAE, 2= 7hvt
AA] Aol T3t 7Rl 2E qrAlstaLAl ke euj=o] A5Eo] 2t
v o= el A 7k 7t 9Tt 722 Aol Tl AlA Fotdt EEt
e e, A gkl 5o Adoke A, 2Ear HEEE] o]obr]; A el A
A= Al I ze] 7hek7h fdstthe d2 oualdeit. 5, v 29
2 o] ZhEo A 19] I v Eo] FAIY FEY AR AAFHIT Ut
g7 28 ofjo] A &5 FAIFte N 27} Xuiske ke AA

o} 2345 fFAlste by, 7hrklel digk 19 SAle F= dolE Fa ezl
th Ao} 5o, ol FElE e AlEAl v o)X (Yay”; 132)00 Al T
= 7R 7ol A B 7FEA, oW Al B Ful d 5 QS oY)
g Yol AL ET O ol FEA R#idhe A2 AL 2R 5 &
Z]o] € W|(Thebe) a0l T-& 21 vetE 743 89S (Amphion)®] Bl

N

=)

M

oo

=,

=

Aol Seks AukAAA welE ARk A 2ol o4 elge

=2H 23R A Sl AIAE ol R AL sk dAE RFEE Aot
ot o) WAshs Ao AT A EA7F FAH A HEeE =
Holi= o] g3k shAINk opfjo] A ]) da et IS uAPE s 7t 9
Saglol o3 Ajojxitt. AFxYAL TE] HIFE 5o] Uik 4F &=
A AolH “ofi ke Akdde] AAH O R QIZke Al ofF ofwl A=
AAE &= $lr}’(ther may no man embrace / As to destreyne a thyng

which that nature / Hath natureelly set in a creature; 160-62)iL T3}

7 o] AiEo] 20| Al7]e} dEdte] ivfe] vlfrE 54838 FHE 1], vl (Caroline
M. Barron)°ll mh21 13791 &l AJnlo] Bsfop el Fog shifrt 5mte} sk
FopiH o] v Wk Aolirtal dr4). wRLEE ST AHR B0
&0l who] gobA= gule] Ashs Fojol FoA i ARIES] ofghs iwisha A

S,
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i Al #Hde] ve A vkl Aoz AR 71t sl 3Rl A= ol
F& 25 A dotdds we raL, HElE Hal A AS Bl
vzl gk arke] A ek gk avjel dEoiitt A e 5 B
w3b BE AR E HElal O HE FebHar A2 S8 =40 o] g vt
A& SAA &g ozt of'l FA9 Aol = Alojd 4 glom, o9
LY SAlstaLAlshs Ao w2 3d ol Wataalshs T o
Al QIZEe] Egolet Aal EAlHAY FHE itk TS 2l Al &3
oM Bg st sk ool St gk SAIVF B A 150 A4 S
e SAlThs e e B o, vn2o opfje] A A eiel zhvt] o
o4 dehag o= s AdH ] JFS & 5 Utk I opfje] vl S
A% vkl vt fEolA EokeAtvbAt AR, AAS, AR
$-”(Cokkow, Cokkow, Cokkow; 243)8}al A28 X|al, A& EolHE B35S0
2= G 717 (cuckoo) k= o wlo) A . A o] X (cuckold)
& ulshs 7hH 9] el Aol FE Tl Eeg SAlstaL oS+

atarabek g 2a0] o] F9 R FolzkE-g HolEth 7oA dlolE 7tE
oz JH 2= A7F @4 Aol s @wke melsh A LH(“countrefete”;
134) otk =2 AAS “7ImA o 77157 L A (Ne were thow wont

[¢]

so myrily to synge / That to myn herte it was a rejoysynge / To heere thy
voys? 245-7). etk A 7L whA] FR1Q1 32 E v 118 22F Aol &
Takar ofdl7F “1Z A gl A7 (oon of litel reputacioun; 253)8 E1E
olgAl 15 MAS=AE B ul, dE e okl 7] who] ofy e} Zkukel Al
M g ek Aot
v Alel] TR th7ER obuis w29 Shakel sto} Sa1, ZhvhA] = ke
AV (traitour; 271)2H= Helo] M3l A A9 ¥a]a s} = o4
<tk TA 27] Gl A o] Ak f3E 39 (bill-casting) =
?i-TLo}“q/ﬂ 227 0] 2~ (Wendy Scase)”} A 4 8taL 315zo], “REA A} 2k o
= 7]1&”(floating signifier; 235)= “LA o] A A|3t= S| o %
71 koS AREShe o] oAbl wet 2590t o] M2 29| vl
el e I e i = e = e i o Bt R o il el s B A R B
A€ 7170 Aol 93] 19] elmolt vhe waEo ANE & U8e uelFa
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b
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r
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ek T2 ok o] WS A sk ZbekT] o] Fejol disiA = HE 7
34 A thFatth shel= o] F TR H|HES AERYRle] Ealojeka
g e 7 E A4 B ARUEE Be 9, 9o (Derek Pearsall) 9
G ddol BAbE B ATbvhe ok v thE 24 9] Theke] el A A4
Fal S Alske] BaS Hsth(239). SAFl ofolAel g =yuE
PekAle] olobr)s A4 an FA% Aahel Zelole Wl oA, ol HE
4] 2ol A ZAekAIE Tlolddo] A|Haka Yol Aol BAG th AR
o] o}7] 8} (“ And told hym ofte he saugh it with his yen”; 261) 12| %14
RS AR A s Ao P9iE sl %o )
Azsn o)A dge]l HE AR WA usb uE sEm ol
t}’ (“Traitour,” quod he, “with tonge of scorpioun, / Thou hast me broght
to my confusioun”; 271-72)iL H]&tr}, “gA e FA gidst dH7(By
sadde tokenes and by wordes bolde; 258)= =22 24 A gk ol 2] H] g
< 2P Folle =ska guas S glo] 7] wE WAl Ao AH
g Fes TN, 7t ol olokrli= Aol 1= ]lsf 1o o7} 31
A AT gga O SR FFo] ke wvid £ 2 Zlolebar wE
A Wjzo} o] o} FHE 19 shqk AlHe Rz ¥rsal DA wiskl
A 7kl EERe R WEr]E wh, s o] BAFE ohl= ob F glo] 34
H Aseta 314E Ao g FEE Flo|th

7haplol disl “d el s & 7k wkdApeka widskal vk s sbE e

o

on

ol

it rlo rul

32

¢ 212} (Michaela Paasche Grudin)S 2] Z22¢19] o]okr] M oA QAL vwa}

£ HFRG 19 olop] Lo BT vk S vasha, HEzglel} st
A wF QRS wela YA, AExDA0] Al t@ Axle] we AsigtozH
Aa1s) 4214 A% §Ask sk W, A dag de 2l %
Wtk R RTH(5455). el AFxelel) Aulel w B o ] Wak )
Goll gk T84 A7t skl =evtar glvks HolA 243 2delgtar BrlE ofy
o 58] ZhvkAIe] A vhA Cagbe] BAle] whks 18 o SelE wuu s, Gl
DE 749} 1 A2 ol2rhey nAE AE gAY RE wgio} A, TEa 2z 7
Al = Etetal, Al B A gl ‘41}011 7ﬂ 4:31 95U TH("Phebus,” quod he, “for
al thy worthynesse, / For al thy beautee and thy gentilesse, / For al thy song and
al thy mynstralcye, / For al thy waityng, blered in thyn ye / With oon of litel
reputacioun”; 249-53)g} 3L o 24 I o] Big Aol aiz} sk kel A]l ok
& =eda gith
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], & 19 “AA L (thy false tale; 293)°l o &F
dds] AeAs HA 2 Aoln, A3 olFthe
& 9 F 815 Aot} (Thou and thyn ofspryng evere shul be blake, / Ne
nevere sweete noyse shul ye make; 299-300)2}= FH 2=9] AFol| 4 & 4= 9l
5ol 18] el A dofd AREE 7P =2 A7 o] AL EAEel
A &8 s E AAA AT L Soj® AEH AL vk 2AE v S
T Ul AkRle] E R AEdeieh 2Alo] oy |AE A A oS v 29

]3}'— e 7%“Zr e Sl =ekaL )l Aolvh oA gH o] Fof A
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selg JUAE e sl sEgol
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A4 skaL 3)\%0] A Ar /‘1 3 Feke] Fpgo v Yo 3 nlte]
FomA *]’Zﬂ, & dE9f 79l FHx2H 4 (guildmaster) T2 TF
HlfA o2 948 s 1501 Aeishs Sk 5 7ke] die= = edd
%71 w0l I:‘r(Strohm, Hochon’s Arrow 125).
RS shute] A g3kl Hlekal 1 g3ke Adstel A BikE 24
Shiz “AFeRRE &7 Elks oA E A A
rZzadoel YHE 249 AW AR 818l i (Concordia: facta inter regem
Ricardum II et civitatem Londonie)et= 2] = H] o] =& (Richard Maidstone)
o Al BH A= 2418 dd AR A} e, g dde A

(bridal chamber)e] RIfF=i J& & F 9

selel <% @ WA Aol Ae ¥HS u
ddlole], £71g Afol el A7 kol WO,
sk o, el A Q) o] TujE slwkela orelit
oo wig Aol A Fl 8 vhA gl Hele
GHe Fe B T} 4e FFA Aw sl
Ao A W Wuawe,
ule] ASE FHE wSApEA Al thobhaseh
3o uA g,
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Mensis ut Augusti ter septima fulsit in orbem
Lux, tibi, Londonie, rumor amenus adest;
Namque tuum regem, sponsum dominumque tuumgque,
Quem tibi sustulerat Perfida Lingua, capis.
Invidiosa cohors regem tibi vertit in iram.
Desereret thalamum sponsus ut ipse suum;
Non poterat mordax detractans lingua tenere
Quin cuperet thalamum sponsus adire suum.
Qui libertates solitas tibi dempserat omnes
Nunc redit, et plures reddere promptus eas. (15-20, 41-44)
of A7t 2gE GA Ade Aol 5RL AN A A FAe K
(aldermen), 5~ ¥h(sheriff) &5 AZ AL 2H= 249 A 243 25 BAol =
o ATk o] AI7F e 7] A 1392 89 214, A E 24+ sl g PES
sketal A9 AZkE g RN Ao R dd ARl dhelE RN,
= Ul T2 A sk AV HAEH|, el EAEe Al vk 1
AL TR g Aotk e WEle] WS ke A%w AAsla, 17t
| kel ZbaA shis b AAgort “AsE 5 (Perfida
Lingua; 18)°] Wall & Aol 54 3% Atk w2 ddd) A= 24910 Ze

& BASERL gk AQ1e o)Al Al WP O o) Bol ¢S Was 2

ol
o
>
I
o
X

31
Ho} shafetat AS ke Q1 9loy) ARE wAS slal s
grojol rhar GAgT) A EFYR1] ojor] oA B A7t ZhnkT] o] AL

PN A] Qloje] FE5AL o3 1A
=9 Goll N3 2T A9 ofF-9} Aaglo] “A A (Perfida; 18)°] 2}
[e]

24 9 ARgel fE Y AR FES rAskaAt sk 2]l

14A417] & dd 3 JEENAHE FAoR 29 S50 S-S 24
A

St A] 2~EF(Strohm, Hochon's Arrow 5)°¢] 74Z3 ZAAE AAE 24 HT o

7T rEmadoel, e Mo AW g 9uElE “thalamum”’ S A9)staE (A G
Riggs)e] o] WS #ast Ixte] M ]l. “thalamus/thalamum” < “21%” (bridal
chamber)o]|2}+= &Jv] 9} “Z t)”(marriage bed)= olv] F 7[R 2 HYS 4= gt}
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ABSTRACT

Transgression and Containment:
Language, Defamation, and The Manciple’s Tale

Hyunyang Lim

This paper examines the social practice of slander and defamation during
the reign of Richard II as a social context for Chaucer’s The Manciple’s Tale in
order to understand the poet’s growing skepticism about language and human
speech as an efficient means of social communication. Focusing on the “house
of Phoebus” as the site of sexual and linguistic containment and transgression
as well as a symbolic representation of London society that underwent
unprecedented confusion and disorder, particularly due to slanderous rumors
circulating within the city, this paper shows how power was exercised to
contain the abusive use of language and thereby either to bring stability to
society or to protect the interests of those in power. As a response to the social
crises caused by allegations of defamation and slander that flourished during
the conflict between the two London mayors, John Northampton and Nicholas
Brembre, and between Richard II and the Lord Appellants as well as other
major historical events, the king’s reenactment of the scandalum magantum
statute in 1379 and in 1389 evidences his awareness of the potential of language
as a threat to the commonwealth and his effort to prevent social discord by
controlling the linguistic transgression. Chaucer’s fable of the talking crow
shares such concern over the power of language, which has been one of the
recurrent themes in Chaucer’s early poems. Unlike the poet’s celebration of
language in his earlier poems, however, The Manciple’s Tale seriously questions
whether, as Cicero once believed, language is a divine gift given to men in
order to bring them to civility and harmony. The uncontainable speech of the
crow that betrays his training from Phoebus and reveals his bestiality also
questions whether human speech is subject to control. The destruction of
Phoebus’s house caused by the crow’s speech and Phoebus’ punishment of the
crow for telling truth show Chaucer’s growing skepticism toward language that

is hard to control and can easily be manipulated for the benefit of the power.
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