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God Almighty first planted a garden. And indeed it is the purest of
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human pleasures. It is the greatest refreshment to the spirits of man,
without which buildings and palaces are but gross handy-works; and a
man shall ever see that when ages grow to civility and elegance, men
come to build stately sooner than to garden finely, as if gardening were

the greater perfection. (“46 Of Gardens” in The Essays)
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Only the poet, disdaining to be tied to any such subjection, lifted up
with the vigour of his own invention, doth grow in effect into another
nature . . . so as he goeth hand in hand with Nature, not enclosed
within the narrow warrant of her gifts, but freely ranging only within
zodiac of his own wit. . . . Her world is brazen, the poets only deliver
a golden. (85)
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She brought her to her joyous Paradize,
Where most she wonnes, when she on earth dwel.
So faire a place, as Nature can devize:
Whether in Paphos, or Cytheron hill,
Or it in Gnidus be, I wote not well;
But well I wote by tryall, that this same
All other pleasant places doth excell,
And called is by her lost lovers name,

The Gardin of Adonis, farre renouned by fame. (3.6.29)
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There is continuall spring, and harvest there
Continuall, both meeting at one time:
For both boughes doe laughing blossomes beare,
And with fresh colours decke the wanton Prime,
And eke attonce the heavy trees they clime,
Which seeme to labour under their fruits lode:
The whiles the joyous birds make their pastime
Emongst the shadie leaves, their sweet abode,

And their true loves without suspition tell abrode. (3.6.42)

o] gdel 3 e,
ST Qelo] A glov, FaA Ak
ofSolSat ¥3 %o] ot gtk
of WuE A oW Yrtze BE WA Fe,
oW 2H ASE 79 ok e A2x] Fah,
AR e g S shabt g,
293 g g @relz gEe tede] "elAy
a7 A olew £ e AL,

Vg Fu) Qb Pl Py BB B8 AA

Right in the middest of that Paradise,
There stood a stately Mount, on whose round top
A gloomy grove of mirtle trees did rise,
Whose shadie boughs sharpe steele did never lop,
Nor wicked beasts their tender buds did crop,
But like a girlond compassed the hight,
And from their fruitfull sides sweet gum did drop,
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That all the ground with precious deaw bedight,
Threw forth most dainty odours, and most sweet delight. (3.6.43)
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What wondrous life is this I lead!
Ripe apples drop about my head;
The luscious clusters of the vine
Upon my mouth do crush their wine;
The nectarine and curious peach

Into my hands themselves do reach;
Stumbling on melons, as I pass,

Insnared with flowers, I fall on grass. (33-40)
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There now he lives in everlasting joy,
With many of the Gods in company,
Which thither haunt, and with the winged boy
Sporting himself in safe felicity: (3.6.49.1-4)
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Such was that happy garden-state,

While man there walked without a mate:

After a place so pure and sweet,

What other help could yet be meet!

But ‘twas beyond a mortal’s share

To wander solitary there:

Two paradises ‘twere in one

To live in paradise alone. (57-64)
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Yet pittie often did the gods relent,
To see so faire things mard, and spoyled quight:
And their great mother Venus did lament
The losse of the dear brood, her deare delight:
Her hart was pierst with pittie at the sight,
When walking through the Gardin, them she spyde,
Yet no’te she find redresse for such despight.
For all that lives, is subject to that law:

All things decay in time, and to their end do draw. (3.6.40)
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And sooth it seems they say: for he may not

For ever die, and ever buried bee

In balefull night, where all things are forgot;

All be he subject to mortalitie,

Yet is eterne in mutaiblitie,

And by succession made perpetuall,

Transformed oft, and changed diverslie:

For him the Father of all forms they call;
Therefore needs mote he live, that living gives all. (3.6.47)
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How well this skillful gardener drew

Of flowers and herbs this dial new,

Where, from above, the milder sun

Does through a fragrant zodiac run;

And as it works, th’industrious bee

Computes its time as well as we!

How could such sweet and wholesome hours
Be reckoned but with herbs and flowers? (65-71)
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The garden is best to be square, encompassed on all the four sides with
a stately arched hedge, . . . Also I understand that this square of the
garden should not be the whole breadth of the ground, but to leave on
either side ground enough for diversity of side alleys, unto which the
two covert alleys of the green may deliver you. But there must be no
alleys with hedges at either end of this great enclosure: not at the hither
end, for letting your prospect upon this fair hedge from the green; nor
at the further end, for letting your prospect from the hedge, through
the arches, upon the heath. (199)
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ABSTRACT

Spenser’s Garden and Marvell’s Garden

Kyung Jin Bae

This study aims to compare and contrast the presentations of the gardens
in Edmund Spenser’s The Faerie Queene and Andrew Marvell’s “The Garden.”
The garden as an alternative paradise has been a frequent topic for poets to
seek perfection and eternity since the classic period. By analyzing the garden
images delicately portrayed by the two English poets representing the 16th and
seventeenth century England respectively, this study tries to discuss common
aspects and distinguished features, which may reveal the political and religious
environment of each poet.

Both Spenser and Marvell depend on the classical images of the sweet and
affluent paradise when they create their own ideal gardens. As the garden
connotes an enclosed nature in one sense, the fenced garden provides peace and
security unlike the uncontrolled and hostile nature. With the idealized images
of the classical paradise, the gardens of Spenser and Marvell are represented as
both haven and shelter to the fickle and transient world. However, Spenser’s
garden produces more natural energy close to nature, but it is relatively
susceptible to the dangers of nature and human finitude in eternal time. On the
other hand, Marvell’s garden is constructed as a private, but isolated place

which provides a safe distance from a precarious reality and perishable history.

Key Words | Edmund Spenser, The Faerie Queene, Andrew Marvell, “The Garden,”

paradise
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