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TZAE 2] o]oFr]; F TERFE] o|oF7|,(The Clerk’s Tale)= FA woll= vh-$-
7178 ARAARE 204]7] 2H7E2] AT A Q] gE-go] o]ojal, o]+ sfA|et =t
&, AGAES], FRYAE H|Fol A AR SO Q1 Hh-g-g AAA|T T FEe
ol HB7FE2 FolshA] ¢x= oloprloltt. oA, o dthw, HEE s, AW, A

Al 2B} (Griselda)te= “2<=otx AT 54 A22H” (benigne,
verray, feithful; 343)1 H&s6t1l HF2Q1 offje} Y-S #FUgle] Aldsh= H3
HE|(Walter)9] o]op7]|7} 2141719 &9 ©7]+= &t AdiA] EFoleh= 2
= AefS #7171 Sl Aol Aste ofolEo] Ba7tAE AW d s e
o] gPFo] Al EE A 1AL} 2t U7t 7HeR b =Y AT A0 &
AE dozl o] olofrlof tig] u]EEl (Anne Middleton)2 "ZHEIH|E] o]ofr],
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=94 mg& 2717] 9l & rlEE Z7]5jofet St o] oloprlE At H =
(Mary Carruthers)Zt T30l AAU SAE &3 WHFo] HA AJeiol dA
FLoh222). T8HAe] ojobr], = mA(). Allan Mitchell)®] AH)2 wEHo|w
WEHo|7| Ky SRRt ojopr] = ‘5lte] YA WA (a moral challenge;
2)oltt. 7P w®stal R ojopr| 2 Aujo7hR] =4 jF 7heH Q12 o]
ojop7]e] =Y 52 =Y/Ade EHch= oloprlol7le] A= e TS
< vhsieh
7t H =& o] olopr] oA e dte] dlFo] 27tk o] ofuet
dE o] Z5oln, 3] &4 1 oA 1ES F s
"okl 214 h(229). St dH O HEUgls 879 1edcte] dig
SR 989 IS S8 gl of2Rt HES SHAM 1 A= ¢
oA olop7|E ol & gl TrEx Zolth. 7Rt 2= ofixo] of 127t
;A F7E olofr|E shr= AdEstaA B wiE QIA wHEo] EAF<I o]
oF7|E B oA WEAL= owe Al7IRtth(222). dH Ol AJF o 1¥]
Acts HQIZEAQ A7) AAIE Ko olopr|7h deielr §oEAL Fxe
(absurdity)7t Eo] HWZct= m o] (Derek Pearsall)®] Z]2&-2(269) StA}7t of
olop7|E ol AZB7ZHA Tl gk 7oz o]ojxitt. glo|H (Donald
Reiman) 9] FF= &7t HEURlsE E52 ©% HFUA e AL
S

235}7] el Mol THa6s). ZAE rakAte] olop], ol A&Ate] 1elw wEF

o 1l

2 Qs ohfigte REZE 714 Yol Ao oA o] ety waiste] thaFet H] 4
£ 23l ql7lo] @ FAHY 7HEEA stolA et o9 1Fe 2{E& g
U 958 RO 2A oA Ads] A4S FEAHE Y FnyAE H]
Al o] MEo] JAE 7ol A7t Aok dE Eol, WH(Richard Lanham), THAl
(Elain Hansen), &2 2]ol}(Linda Georgianna)= ©] ©[oF7] & 49 HEZHS] HFo]
U HE9] HE 9 A2 o|sfjetal, AX(Andrew Sprung) gt J1Acte] ¢t 5E
I JEo] o2 dFo] Agtolaty Erh(359). 184 (Natalie Grinnell)S oJ4dQl 1g]
AtE F40 94 E(Job)oll Hl-Rote] 42 X (gender reversal) A1 C2H 7t
Aol gt t-g, 4 Zefoll tigh =xdoletal & eh(21; 26). 2 A E(William Rossiter)=
J A AARAA Y SPARE B 29T TIEAAE AEAYE AeRE ¢58F
g Itk §tR(181). A7 TLgjAThe] olopr1E Fofl 7HEE A A9E A7 AL AT
Aol o7 A7|ettE Aot ® o2 T AT A2 949 ngat G =
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EAE BAH/7H WY A Azt I of B AT 4 Qlvke @9 A5t
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S Fofgzlol olopr] AAE Foll omlet Jwrt FAQ1 o]opr]| 7}t Hof
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AASAA = 78] ofolelYAEQ 37 oloprle] 7hAL ofoleU e o4,

2% %ol &2 ofg 4u1% 2 9let,

£ AT ol MFHQ 2B A Wote ] B3t o] 24 WE
102 Holt inch Jelx et st And A4 o 2Ee
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9] olop7|E AHES OF kL FHRITH(370). ol SFAFe] of&
A T FHom BE SHAE T P AlSozRE Aeld AR
B Abgrolekal sHARE(370), 9] olobrl= dH Yt obizks 7HY Wi dE F
A g odolete Ao tiE, I AujAker wx]ujzte] A BA
U AlEAQD Fat e, BF0 A 92 ok #Wl L] (Harry Bailey)©]
Aol tigt Q3 (1-14) A =elA A9k FLRE, A7t sk oloprlell=
AR M=ol §A Aot £LE(Andrew Johnston)o] o E Sjuofl Al 24
7F oA oz Al 219 2ol F HEZHMan of Law)R et SHx7h G4
o Sl AL & Z2(157) 11 vHE SFARe ofopr] ofHef WiAgt 54
o Atk Zor & & Utk

Maak 24 Hﬂm‘j/]Oﬂ ol &5t ok, AR mYFortr A= o

=
=
(an amiable
iz
j =t

‘j "150}

R
o

o Hr A X

>
L < R T A L=

iy

Ol



refAto] olob7], el ehg ofolal] 35

A= ool A e 240 FA7E o] FH Y Q&2 ofHthE70). A5l %
2= ohxke] 3 Al Mol 24e A "o 18y EAELS 55| YT 7
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308)2t= F+do] =Y A ety 7PEA S AT, 1S 11 AAIE At vl
o] ZAlol= dutA o g Hropzal]= ool ol &S A A_ITH(147). HEA
oz FFHEHE] olopr] oA oA JIEE2 ZIAHKnight), AlE A
(Parson), 5 (Plowman)o|tt. 8k2171 of7|of] 7]2] Zat= off-= T o] Al B
of Z}Z} Al AFe] Hdoleh= A ffof exp7F ZH ZA17F 917 wiwelth. 4
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SeubA] gk spkel el 81], B4, Aol ofmA 19 olop|st AE
ey %o ofoluist 44, WEA O LA B Bt ek

L $24 gelmelsh rakro] o9l ojob] o TR $4 S #e
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£ QI S|t AR HY opfier @W Aelg2 ®HA, EF
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oh o 2 ¥EEE B9 9o 119 nigo] AR ARV oS 7HA
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Hzo A4AY YE7t ARstazt st AL ohfjel 940l ohet Ap4le] W
g8 wolsdl 4 gl 7199] Ho]rh225). St AT YHE WMTA] P
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o A57H ofE Aldste Zo] FEEstal Fout AYE 295 ot
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T HR (wikke; 785)01%t FEAE ARBSte] Faht =210 Hldol ¢hA A 9
Qe A Hdrh456-62). EHE Ity Afobgtyt ATHE|w(74-75;
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I Y= (Robert W. Frank)oll oJshH HH A7} 22512 o2 43t ohg 7F
d ot Wste HEt=rigolE o9 § QY I 4 2dS &
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< Tglo] BFohe 2] BegS AT A He] &, &
&, 55 2840 714, TRle 7 54 442 Ak wot Sl 4
oA stats A AN Ade Lss U Idnet AAle FLAR
Aol AAdz efap AR E T ATel ZA1S] Al sREAE RET
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W et Foloht F b HYel deldy, BTk FEgel 19 48
SUE GRS A Aol F9E SEAGKA). 22 1Y s o
op717h g o & AEiE Fshe HAAS olo1 L7t el A ¥
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AR A FollA FHEO B 91XE A5t ¢tk (Hansen 203-04).
Wae o] Ego] AAsl: AAY StAE Asldom djuat 91Ao] et 1=
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A= o] He F Holut FTHGP 802-04; 832-34). StA= YsHA] Yotk wE
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o7l A& FAISEAL dshs Al erA T 119 PPolA

+=H2E9] o ks g

AHEE 5 e /A8 AWtk FollA vttt & 4 ok olopE
stehe wdele] FAAR g+ stake e ojopr g st FF dE o
gt ¥he AR stolg LA sk AHA1e] R et Shabe gE €]
WS HEe] Sl B Ho|u ojofr| & Fholed], o= YE b ofyzt
Hdalo] gt §izte] o7 oFA] oFg7l? Eot Jejdcte] Al B
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ABSTRACT

The Clerk’s Ironic Storytelling in The Clerk’s Tale

Hee-Jung Sun

The Clerk’s Tale has proved Chaucer's least tractable tale for modern readers.
Throughout the Clerk’s Tale, meaning and intention are the problems. The
modified reading of the Clerk’s Tale presented in this paper turns the chief
emphasis from the question of religious allegory or sovereignty in marriage to
the larger question of the irony and paradox through an exploration of the
character of the Clerk. Since nothing in the General Prologue or later indicates
that the Clerk is other than devout and intelligent, one must re-examine his tale
to see whether this sober and unworldly figure is, in fact, subtler than his
fellows and the critics have recognized. There is a good deal of self-revelation
of the Clerk in Griselda's story. The Clerk is a complicated figure of utter
submissiveness and essential silence like Griselda, and he disguises himself, his
motives, and aggressive humour cleverly.

Among the Canterbury pilgrims, the highly educated Clerk is the one who
can use irony and paradox such as the principle of “loser wins” subtly. With
the tale, the Clerk challenges an audience as Griselda’s impassive patience
challenges Walter. The Clerk, with his rationalist bent, builds our critical
resistance into Griselda’s story, and even encourages it. The fact that the
purpose of this tale is to inspire critical response shows the potential
subversiveness of the Clerk’s Tale. It could be viewed as a poem about either a
woman’s subversive or her silenced subversion. The Clerk’s version of the
Griselda story seems to entail a revelation of the male speaker’s anxiety about
his manliness, his status and identity. This quiet and ascetic figure is often
regarded by modern critics as an ideal portrayal of the selfless man of learning.
His tale and Envoy, in fact, clearly suggest that this Clerk has his own irony.
It is no wonder that the Clerk makes an ironic judgement on all established

authorities.
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