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Fair was this yonge wyf, and therwithal
As any wezele hir body gent and smal.
A ceynt she werede, barred al of silk,
A barmclooth as whit as morne milk
Upon hir lendes, ful of many a goore.
Whit was hir smok, and broyden al bifoore
And eek bihynde, on hir coler aboute,
Of col-blak sil, withinne and eek withoute. (MIT 3233-40)
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For catel hadde they ynogh and rente,

And eek hir wyves wolde it wel assente;

And elles certeyn were they to blame.

It is ful fair to been ycleped “madame”,

And goon to vigilies al bifore

And have a mantel roialliche ybore. (GP 373-8)
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2lal FAHOE A2 olgaiA BAA oledS de Tl Ak (Martin 90).
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A& AustaAE H-gH HAH o] (dispence, paye, cost) T= A7 HRItt
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The sely housbonde, algate he moote paye,
He moot us clothe, and he moot us arraye,

Al for his owene worshipe richely, (ST 11-14)
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And wostow why? For they were used weel. (WBP 559-562)

Thise wormes, ne thise motthes, ne thise mytes,

And wered upon my gaye scarlet gytes.
Upon my peril, frete hem never a deel;
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ABSTRACT

Re-reading Chaucer's Women: Focusing on Fabliau and Clothing

Jiyeon Choi

This paper aims to analyze Chaucer’'s women in The Canterbury Tales,
focusing on fabliau(genre) and clothing. Fabliaux are a kind of a genre which
is characterized by medieval comic tales with sexual and trickery themes. They
were a kind of bourgeois literature, showing an accurate portrayal of life in the
Middle Ages. Chaucer experiments various kinds of writing styles and finds
fabliaux as a suitable tool for him to describe women in the time of change. His
Miller’s Tale and Reeve’s Tale are considered best in English fabliaux. Chaucer’s
time advanced into the capitalist system. Clothing is a major motif to reflect the
economic growth at that time. Medieval people wanted better clothing. Women
also desired clothing. These aspects are partly revealed in fabliaux. However,
fabliau women cannot be said to transcribe the reality of social life in the
Middle Ages. Rather, they are not described as individuals but stereotyped.

Chaucer describes in detail Alisoun’s clothing in the Miller’s Tale. The
descriptions of Alisoun’s appearance and clothing bring up the image of
animals like wezele, swalwe, kyde or calf, colt and so on. Animal images in
Chaucer’s time are more negative than thought these days; however, they show
strikingly vivid and lecherous women, compared to courtly love styled women'’s
noble but still passive images. On the other hand, it should be noticed that
Alisoun’s clothing isn’t described in various colors but only black or white.
These limited colors represent Alisoun’s restricted situation by her husband.
Chaucer’s fabliau women somewhat developed but showed restricted aspects.

Wife of Bath’s boisterous clothing and headdress show her pride and
extravagance, which are harshly criticized during that time because sumptuous
clothes revealed one’s inner sins. She has the purchasing power to reveal her
wealth and profession. She doesn’t take off her red scarlet gowns, showing her
sexual desire and wealth. Although age has stripped her of her beauty and youth,
she is showing off her wealth by wearing her sumptuous clothing. Her clothing
revealed her desire and independence. Fabliau women become independent and

active through Wife of Bath. Women’'s desire and independent will are
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materialized by means of Wife of Bath’s clothing.

Key Words | Women, Fabliau, Clothing, Wife of Bath, Sexuality
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